OFBF is currently o ering new members an opportunity to join the

nization through 2008 at an introductory rate of $35.

“is is a fantastic deal,” said Janet Cassidy, director of membershi
keting. “It's an opportunity for new members to test-drive the organi

at a reduced rate.”

Cassidy said membership provides access to a variety of bene ts and sav ~Jason Feldner, Noble County

 ORGANIZATION

New introductory dues rate

“Farm Bureau has given me a lot of opportunities “It is a privilege to be able to share Farm Bureau
orgal would not have had otherwise. I've gotten to members’ stories and to be involved in an

meet a lot of di erent people from around the state organization serving the needs of the industry|so
D mar and country” prominent in my heritage”
zation

~Dan Toland, communications specialist

ings including representation on important issues such as renewablé enkaggn Feldner, a Noble County Farm Bureau memb@an Toland joined Ohio Farm Bureau in May of|2007

private property rights, wildlife control and ATV trespassing; access
information; promotion of the agricultural industry and savings progliamslairy cattle. He is currently president of the county

with Nationwide, Medical Mutual of Ohio and others.

“Our members include a wide range of folks with farming interest
Cassidy. “From the one acre to 10,000 acres, we've got something for eyeryone.”

For more information, contact your county Farm Bureau o ce, visit
GrowWithFB.org or call 888-GrowWithFB (888-476-9948).

Rural crime ghting now
pays even more

Farm Bureau, Nationwide increase reward for

apprehending countryside criminals; new signs availabl

tédleghbut 10 years, lives on his grandfather’s farm,+ais as communications specialist. He re
ports and writes news and feature arti-
cles foBuckeye Farm Ne@ug;, Ohio
magazine and OFBF's Web sites. He
also takes pictures for Farm Bureau's

publications and assists with video

Farm Bureau and competed in the
American Farm Bureau Federation's
Discussion Meet. He is on the advj
sory board of Ohio State Universit
Extension in Noble County. projects and radio programming.
Feldner also is a math teacher at a Toland received a bachelor’s
local vocational school and receiveldgree in agricultural communication from Qhio
his bachelor’s degree in math froBtate University in 2005. Before starting at OFBF, he
Muskingum College and master’s degree in teachasya freelance writereiE PULLER, a monthl
from Marygrove College in Michigan. He and his wifiegazine of the National Tractor Pullers Assodiation,
Jeannette, have three children and are active in dhdian intern/correspondentfarm World, a weekly
Methodist church with Jason as chairman of-the Midlwestern farm newspaper. He also was editor o
eministrative board and Jeannette as choir director. AgriNaturalist, OSU’s College of Food, Agricultural
Feldner said his participation in AFBF’s Discussamid Environmental Sciences magazine.

5, said

It has always paid to be a membmecurring a er Jan. 1, 2008. It is alsdMeet made him realize “how diverse agriculture is.” H®land grew up next to his grandfather’s large grair
of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federatiopaid for information leading to the also said he was impressed with the relationshi@rik livestock farm and showed calves, poultry an
but now through OFBF’s and Nationarrest and conviction of personstween Ohio Farm Bureau and Nationwide Insurancenarket goats at the county fair. He held numerqus po

wide Insurance’s com

bined e ort to increase
the reward amount df
OFBF'’s property protec
tion program, membe

ship in the state’s largest
farm organization pays

even more.

E ective Jan. 1,

stealing a member’s

car, truck, tractor or
self-propelled equip
ment. e reward

does not apply for
the conviction of a

misdemeanor, and

the immediate family

of the member is not
OFBF's property protection rewarctligible to receive rewards for crimes

amount of $1,500 was boosted timpacting that member.
$2,500 to further reward those who rough Nationwide’s sponser

are watchful and concerned enoughip, one new 11-inch by 14-incRederation and the National FFAship Application including thr
to help apprehend criminals in theivinyl $2,500 reward sign will be pradOrganization, is o ering collegiatgparent nancial analysis section,
vided for every 2007 active menscholarships to FFA members fromancial need will be considerec.

e $2,500 reward is paid to ber. Expected to arrive in the stafarm Bureau families
both Farm Bureau members anEarm Bureau o ce in mid-Januaryacross the
nonmembers providing informationthe new signs will be delivered for their supervised
that leads to the arrest and conviceunty Farm Bureau o ces, wheregricultural
tion for arson, malicious injury tathe method of distribution to activeence programs (SAESs),

area.

property, burglary or other feloniemembers will be determined.

committed on a member’s property

SeeREWARD pg 6

Wayne, Ashland & Medina Feb 18Triway High School, Wooster 8:30 AM

Miami
Logan & Hardin

Feb 23Piqua YMCA, Piqua

9:30 AM

Mar 3 Hi-Point Career Center, Bellefao@iam
Van Wert, Paulding & Putmaviar 3 Lincolnview High School, VarfR&GtPM

“It's amazing what a very powerful company casitions in 4-H, including Wyandot County Jr. Fair [King
for agriculture,” he said. and was president and treasurer in FFA.
He and his wife, Sarah, live in Hilliard.

Ag scholarships available to

Dodge, Farm Credit Services o er academic support

Dodge Trucks, in cooperation To apply, students must complete _
with the American Farm Bureauhe o cial National FFA Scholar | — A link to both scholar

2 ship opportunities is
available at ofbforg by
clicking on Featured Links

on the menu on the left side of
the page

A completed signature
page must be mailed
to FFA postmarked by
Feb. 15. e scholar America, a $13 billion ag lending
ships start at $1,000cooperative serving farmers and
each and are availableural America in Kentucky, Ohio,
to FFA members in all Indiana and Tennessee, has made
50 states. e student $36,000 in scholarships available in
Dedge has supported must be an FFA mem 2008 to children of members who
the' =i=AMor-more than ber and a member of aare studying agriculture or business
50 years and continues as the le&drm Bureau family. at four-year universities. Eighteen
ing sponsor of the American Farm e National FFA Scholarship scholarships — valued at $2,000
Bureau Federation’s “Young FarmePsogram awards more than $2 mitach — will be awarded based on aca
& Ranchers” competitions in 2008lion in scholarships annually to FFAemic record, leadership qualities
e company has also been a spormembers. and community involvement.
sor of the National FFA Scholarship rough an initiative endorsed by
Program for more than 20 years. Faffarm Credit kicks o 2008 the Farm Credit board last year, the
Bureau joined FFA and Dodge assaholarship campaign scholarships are part of the coop

country
experi-
academic achievements

and other school ac-
complishments.

Washington Mar 3 Warren High School, Vincent TBA
Licking & Knox Mar 4 TBA

Crawford, Morrow, Richland Mavi&rioBA 9:00 AM
Darke Mar 11TBA 9:00 AM
Seneca & Wyandot Mar 11Fairgrounds Public Safety Buifdd@gP™ n
Preble Mar 12TBA 9:00AM

Delaware, Union and FrankiMar 14TBA
Jackson/Vinton, Pike, SciotdylatHEfSU Extension Center, Jackshf0 AM
Lawrence & Gallia

Sandusky Mar 20TBA

Ross, Fair eld, Hocking & Pibkav2fRoss County Service Center, TBAlicothe

Carroll, Tuscarawas, Mar 22First United Methodist Churct9:30 AM
Harrison & Je erson New Philadelphia

Ashtabula, Geauga, Lake & Miam248t. Mary’s Hall, Orwell 7:00 PM

partner in 1999.

Farm Credit Services of Mid-

SeeSCHOLARSHIPSpg 6

Columbiana, Portage, Stark Me8@#hsummit County Fairgrounds, T&Anadge

Allen, Auglaize, Mercer & Sid#n25St. Joseph Parish Hall

Mahoning
Lucas, Ottawa & Wood
Hancock

Butler & Hamilton

7:00 PM

Mar 26Mill Creek Metro Parks Farm,30@m &M
Mar 26Luckey Legion Hall, Luckey 7:00 PM
Mar 27Hancock County Ag Center, FarilalyM
Fulton, Henry, Williams & DévencgrFulton County Ag Building, Weaiiseam
Mar 28Janet Clemmons Center, HarfiBén

OFBF tailors training to local priorities

Continuing its e orts to ensure the organization &d communications.
powered by the grassroots, OFBF will be providing @FBF sta have worked with organization directors
sistance to county Farm Bureaus based speci calty develop presentations based upon the requests of ¢
local priorities. region.

During this year’s regional cabinet meetings, OFBIe change comes a er OFBF restructured its opera
sta will meet with county volunteers to address issioes last year in order to emphasize local needs. Cou
and programming pertinent to the local community.Harm Bureaus now coordinate their e orts through thre:
past years, training had been provided on broad, atten teams: Public Policy, Communications and Org:

Cuyahoga, Erie, Huron & Lofgn3 Lorain County JVS, Oberlin  6:15 PM

Perry

Belmont & Monroe
Guernsey & Noble
Morgan
Muskingum
Coshocton
Holmes

Apr 7 Senior Center, New Lexingtor6:00 PM

Apr 9 FB County O ce, Barnesville 10:00 AM
Apr 18 Cassell State Firehouse, Canthéiddavi
Jun 7 Reicker Building, McConnels\l@0 PM

TBA
TBA
TBA

wide topics.

nization.

“is year is a little di erent because we are going to“ is year we want to take into account the new and

be tailoring training to individual county Farm Bureengative programs counties are developing under the r
needs,” said John Wargowsky, OFBF senior directetradture,” Wargowsky said.

ON YOURBHEHALF:

Here are some of the activities in which the Organization sta recently worked on behalf of OFBF members:

LET THE PRO’S LEASE YOUR HUNTING RIG}
LIABILITY INSURANCE PROVIDED

1-866-309-1507

WWW.BASECAMPLEASING.COM

tHelped county Farm

Bureaus to create unique
items for the Ohio Farm
Bureau Foundation’s third
annual Rural-Urban Com-
munity Silent Auction. Over

focus on agribusiness and
agbioresource develop
ment in urban, suburban
and rural neighborhoods

tGathered information on

$8,000 was raised to bene t transportation require

Foundation scholarship and
Community Grantsmanship
programs

tHelped leaders surface

possible funding and grant
opportunities for local
economic development
programs Many projects

ments for farm, small
business and residential
consumers through 2030
as part of programs being
developed by the Ohio
Transportation Working
Group.

tDeveloped strategies to

January 17, 2008 | ofbf.org

help Ohio manufactur

ers creating bio-based
polymers and plastics link
with companies requir

ing consumer packaging
materials in conjunction
with the Ohio Bioproducts
Innovation Center

tRepresented farm, small

business and residential
interests in hearings and
programs conducted by

the Ohio General Assembly,
PUCO, Ohio Consumers’
Counsel and Ohio Depart

ment of Development
concerning energy legisla-
tion and support programs
helping consumers control
their energy costs

tBriefed local government
leaders, community groups
and Ohio Resource Con-
servation & Development
representatives on impacts,
challenges and opportuni-
ties associated with wind
turbine development in
rural areas



