A more useful membership card LABELING from PG 1

Agriculture (ODA), in response toprovide retail marketing choices fanittee to stay on track with the
Those who have recently re “Thisisthe rsttime we've provided  Pennsylvania’s actions, decided loth consumers wanting rBST-frebeling issue during its two public
newed their OFBF membership this much information on the card  take a look into the issue by formingpaoducts and consumers who trusheetings, according to White, as
have probably noticed some itself; said John Wargowsky, OFBF dajry labeling advisory committee tine science-backed rBST teehndhput focused more on the issue of
changes to their membership card ~ senior director of eld communica-| — hroyide comments and suggestiongy and base their dairy produsthether or not producers should
The new card, pictured below, is tions. "The card has a higher value i, 4i4 pirector of Agriculture Robertpurchasing decisions primarily onse rBST, instead of how products
more useful to members through with the inclusion of numbers and B in developi i . ther fact labeled
the addition of numerous member codes that are required when us- . 0ggs In developing a policy rege_lm‘lce orothertactors. - are labeled. .
bene ts on the back of ing certain member bene ts We ing the dairy labeling issue. Whlte Whlte_sa|d t_he_ authority on the If labeling fpr consumers contin
the card want our members to keep the ~ "epresents O_FBF on the commlttedﬁ_bellng issue is in the states’_hgndes to contain |nformat|c_)n about
card and use its benets and  Which met twice during December. with the Food and Drug Adminis-farming practices, there is the po
Cz;“{;g’;@ savings as often as possibile OFBF spent much time duringtration providing only guidance;, cretential of similar labeling issues with
\ Members will receive the ne its annual meeting in November esting a dilemma for those processinther products, White said. “Farm
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member bene tis included | pased, while false and misleadingl do whatever is necessary to giv@y not take into consideration sci-

on the card Click on Mem+  |apels promotional materials  otheir customers what they want.” hence or economics.”

b:r; E}?Tﬁéioﬁgggﬁg’gf other advertising for food productsaid. “But how do processors dealBoggs is expected to announce a
should not be used. with states that have more stringepblicy decision by February.
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savings In a December letter to Boggsestrictions than others?”
OFBF said the marketplace should It was challenging for the eom
WEIGHT from PG 1 REVISEfrom PG 3

drivers and farmers met with a repveight law restrictions as long &®e incorporated in the department’s revised regulati@ns in a timely fashion. An example would be a stat
resentative of the highway patrol tthe truck complies with tire weighgoverning the H-2A program. governor declaring his or her state in an ag labor de
discuss the axle weight law. Jackstimiits and gross weight limits, plus “We (OFBF) hope these latest actions will alloveit, which could trigger a quicker review of H-2A visa
Vinton, Pike and Scioto Countythe 7.5 percent variance allowed bgme improvements for Ohio growers in both of theger that state.
Farm Bureaus sponsored the-me#te Ohio Revised Code.” Currentlyprograms,” Sharp said. r e letter also summed up Farm Bureau's view that the
ing, which drew about 45 peoplghe gross weight allowed is 80,000 Among the more prominent facets Farm Bureau beliew¢2A program “should be an e ective, meaningful too
including Evans, two Jackson €oupounds, plus a 7.5 percent varianisecurrently limiting the H-2A program’s e ectiveness: for growers to turn to when they are unable to nd the
ty commissioners, the county’s pro®r the vehicles listed above, for mAn adverse e ect wage rate (AEWR) that puts mamjomestic labor they need to maintain their operations
ecuting attorney and the municipaital of 86,000 pounds. growers in a non-competitive situation. Farm BureaAFBF President Bob Stallman has said the Unite
court judge. Farm Bureau’s goal is to changesupports a prevailing, market-based wage using Staiss could lose $9 billion in agricultural productior
e highway patrol member in or even eliminate, the per axle tically reliable surveys as a signi cant improvemepetoyear without e ective immigration reform.
charge of enforcing the axle weighteight limit, Black said, instead us-the existing program. DHS anticipates the new rulemaking proceeding
law, known as a weighmaster, talkex a gross weight for divisible loadsFarm Bureau also supports a mechanism that weilldbe complete by the end of March.
to the group about how the weighiose in attendance at the meeting expedite visa processing so growers can receive work
on the truck should be distributedsaid they would testify in favor of a
e weighmaster carries portablebill changing the axle weight restric-
scales with him and can pull overtian, Meldick said. REWARD from PG 4
truck at any time to check its weight. “What you're seeing is grassroots
“A lot of people were upset andt work. Some people drove a longA “Farm Risk Management’as a crime deterrent, but it is alseau member’s home until authorities
asked questions. One of the countyay to attend the meeting becaupacket will be distributed with thespecial because of its long histocpuld apprehend the criminal.
commissioners was very vocal atmety want something done,” saigigns containing a comprehensive signs have become a widely rec- Contact your county Farm-Bu
said it was impossible to knowleldick, a farmer who is also a tru¢kustomer Buying Guide to Inasurognized xture in rural Ohio that reau o ce for more information on
where the weight is distributed aliriver and timber cutter. ance from Nationwide Agribusi-our members are proud to displalgow to acquire the new sign, as well
the time,” Meldick said. “When you're harvesting, it'sness, as well as rules for the updado Farm Bureau members aras stickers for vehicle windows. Re
With the meeting still fresh hard to distribute the weight evenlygrogram. Nationwide is the largegtood neighbors, and we look out fevard applications are also available
in their minds, the county Farmit's guess work. is aects the insurer of farms and farmer-owneéach other.” at county Farm Bureau o ces.
Bureaus brought up the issue &rmer hauling grain, the guys hauwooperatives in the United States. e reward program has been in Learn more about becoming a
OFBF’s annual meeting, resultingng wood, the coal truck coming out “Farm Bureau is proud to deliveexistence for more than 20 years. Fiarm Bureau member by visiting
in policy that “trucks hauling logsof the pit. It's been an issue for a longany great money- and property2007 alone, citizens received rewakgig/w.growwithfb.org.
coal, aggregates or farm commotime and needs to be xed.” saving benets to our membersfor information leading to the arrest For more information on Farm
ties should be exempt from the axle said OFBF Senior Director ofof golf course vandals, recovery oBareau's $2,500 Property Protection
Business Development Dan Rapminiature horse stolen from a Far®rogram, go to www.ofbf.org and
“e $2,500 Reward Program is Bureau member's home and the falick on Member Benets on the
ACTION from PG 1 not only valuable to our member®wing of a burglar from a Farm Bunenu on the le side of the page.

e two bills also di er in the way out di erences, Congress’ $515 bil
they are funded. “ ere is an increaséon omnibus spending bill, which
in spending on both _S|des, but tmonta|_r15 prOV|S|ons_for angCUItureSCHOLARSH|P8rom PG 4 TOWN HALL from PG 5
money comes from di erent placesficluding an extension of the 2002
Sharp said. “ ese o sets will have ta=arm Bill through March 15, willerative’'s new stewardship programrominent leaders in governmengddresses issues that a ect her farn
be reconciled in a nal package.” cover some concerns. But farmeshich involves returning greateeducation and business be willirend her community.

Whether or not the president’sstill will not be able to sign up fowalue to rural America by increasirgarticipants in the program,” Ely “ e issues discussed on the show
signature makes it onto the nal bilhew programs for 2008 crops untilthe association’s investment in edsaid. Upcoming scheduled guesise the same ones that we encounte
package will be determined largatgw farm bill is signed, according tmtion and youth activities. are E. Gordon Gee, president @i our farm. eseissues are our live
by how both sides work out theiAFBF Policy Specialist Tara Smith. e scholarships are availableOhio State University, and Gov. Tetlhood, and the ability to share those
di erences. e White House has A conference committee shouldo members, their dependents arrickland, who will make his sectories statewide is very important,’
threatened a veto if there is not sufegin work in mid-January to recorspouses of the ag lending cooperatived appearance on the program. she said. “Farm Bureau gives a voic
cient reform in the legislation. cile the two bills. “Congress has te scholarship deadline is Feb. 29. Callicoat, who also is presidertb the local communities.”

“ e veto concerns have to be acpass the nal agreed-upon packag@sholarships will be awarded in Maj Clark County Farm Bureau, said To learn more abotliown Hall
knowledged, and the nal bill needwhich will then require the presifor the 2008-2009 school year. Cadhe enjoys talking to radio statior8hio or hear current and past edi-
to be supported in a bipartisan-madent’s signature, so it still could hke800-444-3276 to talk to the closestbout Town Hall Ohio because ittions, go to www.townhallohio.org
ner,” Sharp said. some time before we see a new farmwe about obtaining an application.

While both sides are hashingill,” Sharp said.
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. _ 2008 Ohio Farm
that Medina County had 123 mordarmers,” he said. “It was an issu Bureau Goals

farms than Lorain County in 2007we could take a hold of and |the
Lorain County had 128 more-pro system worked.” t _BSLFU 'BSN #VSFEBV UlP BbB1TRWE

ducers with a share of crops, alongln cases where o ces are clgsed hi wth -
P 9 membership gro Ideal for Pole Buildings & Shops

yv|th 240 more total farms reportproducers may have to travel|fur . +o 5 SEBTE HSBTTSPPUT JO VEMWFNFOU CZz
INg Crops. ther to get services. creating a volunteer-friendly Farm HEATING

“It doesn't make sense to move “If a producer selects a county Bureau COSTS!
theocetoanareaw!thfew_erser(qce) tha’t has their 'o'ld techni- { &YOBOE SFMBUJPOT XJUI /BUJPOXJEF
vices and less land in agricultureian, they'll see a familiar face and 4 other a nity organizations
production,” DiVencenzo said.  will help the other technicians pe o L E@égwﬁgﬁm

e Lorain County oce is in  come aware of that producer’s |pro t ~4QFBL PVU PO TPDJEM "MiGH INTENSITY

, environmental issues and stand up Infra-red System

the same complex as the countgsams. It should go pretty smooth, for animal agriculture WORK CLOTHES

Extension and Soil and Watesaid Ohio FSA Executive Diregtor QQP i
oces. “It's a one-stop location;John Stevenson, talking about the ! 1SPUFDU QFSTPOBM QSPQ % Efglent

6 pants + 6 shirts $39.95

taking FSA out of the mix wouldconsolidations in a radio interview. t *OgVFODF UIF 'BSN #JMM (USBEF: MBCPS Denim blue jeans 5pr for $25.00
and energy policies Lined work jackets $9.95
have greatly aected our county Since 1968. Satisfaction Guaranteed!
t (SPX UIF BHCJPSFTPVSDF.JOEVTUSZ 1-800-233-1853 www.usedworkclothing
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