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Athens County
farmer to
receive national
environmental
award

An Athens County couple will be
honored later this month with the
American Sheep Industry Associa-
tion’s (ASI) environmental steward-
ship award.

Farm Bureau members Curt Cline
and his wife, Wendy, will receive the
award during AST’s annual conven-
tion Jan. 23-27 in Las Vegas. ASI is
a national organization supported
by 44 state sheep associations, rep-
resenting 69,000 sheep producers.
This is only the third time that an
Ohioan has received ASI’s envi-
ronmental stewardship award, said
Roger High, executive director of
the Ohio Sheep Improvement As-
sociation (OSIA).

“It’s quite an honor to receive
the award. It’s a recognition of the
Clines’ commitment to preserving
the environment,” High said.

Cline was honored last year with
the Ohio Livestock Coalition’s envi-
ronmental stewardship award. The
state and national awards recognize
people actively involved in sheep
production who have shown an ex-
traordinary commitment to caring
for natural resources and thereby
enhancing the environment.

The Clines operate a 157-acre farm
that has been in the family since the
late 1800s. They have about 100 com-
mercial ewes and 180 lambs. Over
the years, the land has undergone
traditional tillage and currently uses
“minimum” or “no-till” planting.
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Farm Bureau member Curt Cline on his Athens County farm.

A creek’s sub-tributaries flow
through the farm, and the Clines
protect the stream by limiting access
during the winter and controlling
access to a rotational grazing area.
The couple use conservation mea-
sures that ensure they can raise sheep
and forage while having a minimal
impact on the environment. They
also use Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP) practices
such as heavy use feed pads, pad-
dock and exclusion fencing, water
systems, nutrient management and
rotational grazing,

The couple are able to apply a
minimal amount of fertilizer by
using Global Positioning Systems
(GPS) technology for grid soil sam-
pling, High said. Using GPS allows
them to put fertilizer only where
it’s needed and only the amount
required. The animals spread much
of the manure on the farm, and the
placement of a permanent fence and
water helps make manure distribu-
tion more even. The Clines also use

a heavy use feed pad to protect pas-
tures during inclement weather.

“The Clines have done a lot of
high-tech things on their farm to
be more environmentally friendly,
High said.

Census of Ag under way

Americas farmers and ranchers
have the opportunity to make their
voices heard and help shape the future
of agriculture for years to come just by
paying attention to their mailboxes.

Agricultural  Statistics  Service
(NASS), policymakers factor census
data into decisions concerning agri-
cultural and rural programs; commu-
nity planners use the census to target

Conducted every
five years by the U.S.
Department of Agri-
culture, the Census of
Agriculture has been
mailed to producers,
who have until Feb. 4

needed services to
rural residents; com-
panies rely on census
data when determin-
ing where to locate
their operations; and
farmers themselves

to fill out and return
the forms.

The census is a complete count
of the nation’s farms and ranches
and the people who operate them.
It looks at land use and ownership,
operator characteristics, production
practices, income and expenditures
and other topics. It provides the only
source of uniform, comprehensive
agricultural data for every county in
the nation.

According to USDA’s National

can use census data
to help make critical decisions about
their businesses.

NASS started mailing out census
forms Dec. 28. Producers can return
their forms by mail or, for the first
time, they have the option of filling
out the census online at www.agcen-
sus.usda.gov.

For more information about
the 2007 Census of Agriculture,
visit the Web site above or call
1-800-727-9540.

Ohioan will lead American Agri-Women

An Ohio woman who married a dairy farmer 40 years
ago is now president of American Agri-Women (AAW),
the largest coalition of farm, ranch and agri-business

women in the nation.

Marcie Williams of Licking County was elected the
national organization’s president at its annual meeting in
November. Her term as president lasts two years, but she
noted that it’s really a six-year commitment. She had to
serve as first vice president for two years before becoming
president. She will then have to serve two years as past
president, helping on the financial end of the organiza-

tion.

“I was not raised on a farm and married a dairy farmer in
1968. It was a complete culture shock for me;” she laughed.

Over the years Williams has helped her husband,
Don, on their grain farm in a variety of roles, including

feeding the calves, working in the fields and doing public

relations for their business. Her son Shawn helps operate
Williams Farms LP near Croton.
Williams also has served as AAW’s vice president of

education and was on several of the nonprofit group’s

committee chairs. She also is AAW’s representative on
the board for America’s Heartland, a cable television
show sponsored by American Farm Bureau Federation
and the Monsanto Co. She was president of Ohio Agri-
Women, and in 1996 she was named “Ag Spokesperson
of the Year” by Farm Journal Magazine. She has been a
member of Licking County Farm Bureau since the early

1970s and has served as its president.

“Serving as (AAW) president allows me to help agri-
culture groups across the country be informed about is-
sues that are important to the agriculture industry. It also
allows me to speak to consumer groups to assure them
about the safety of their food,” she said.

Reduced-rate loans
available to Ohio farmers

BY RICHARD CORDRAY,
OHIO TREASURER

Farming is a leading industry in Obhio,
employing one out of every seven citizens
and pumping more than $73 billion into the
economy annually. Each year,
farmers face threats ranging
from unpredictable weather
conditions to rising fuel costs
and uncertain demand. Still,
Ohio farmers produce corn
that is destined for dinner
tables and fuel tanks across
the country, soybeans that
are coveted by the Japanese
as some of the best in the world,
and enough grapes to make Ohio
one of the top-ten wine produc-
ing states.

To support agriculture, an
the farmers who face so much
risk to benefit our families and
our economy, the Ohio Treasury
invests $125 million each year to
help farmers obtain lower-interest loans that off-
set the high cost of borrowing operating funds.
This funding, through the Agricultural Linked
Deposit Program, ensures that Ohio will remain
akey player in national and international agricul-
tural markets as well as preserving a tradition that
helped shape the Ohio we know today.

Eligible farms must be organized for profit
with their headquarters and 51 percent of op-
erations maintained in Ohio. The farm must

Cordray

We make it a little
easier for our
Ohio farms to do
what they do best.

have a documented need for a reduced interest
rate, and may request the reduction for up to
the first $100,000 of their loan. To apply for an
Agricultural Linked Deposit, a farm must ap-
ply and be approved for an operating loan from
their lender. After approval, the farm may apply
for an interest-rate reduction from the Ohio
Treasury. Applications will be available directly
from eligible banks or from the Farm Credit
System beginning January 7. Funding will be
available in April to assist with spring planting.
The Treasurer’s Office does not restrict how the
farmer spends the loan funds, but priority for
the rate reduction will be given to farmers using
the funds for feed, seed, fertilizer, and fuel.

At the Treasurer’s Office, we recognize that
each of us has our own role to play in the frame-
work of our broader economy.
Our office employs expert inves-
tors who determine the best way
to deploy your tax dollars to keep
the state moving forward. Banks
are expert creditors who weigh fi-
nancial risks and loan the capital
that make the marketplace work.
Farmers grow the crops that cre-
ate jobs and sustenance for the people of Ohio
and the world. When we all work together,
using the linked deposit program, we make it a
little easier for our Ohio farms to do what they

do best, for the benefit of us all.

Applications and a list of participating
lenders are available by visiting ofbf.org and
clicking on Featured Links.
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New year means new tax law changes

BY LYNN M. ABRAMS-SPILKER

Just when you are ready to start the New
Year, here it is! Yes, it is tax time again. You can
ease the annual anxiety of tax time, though, by
planning ahead and keeping up with the tax
laws. Although you will have to pay taxes on
the amount of net income your farm or small
business produces, you can
lessen that tax burden.

There are two
changes that can affect your tax
liability for tax year 2007. The
mileage deduction increased
for 2007 to 48.5 cents per mile.
Any mileage directly related to
farming or business is deduct-
ible and can add up to a large tax write-off.
The 179- depreciation deduction limit also
increased to $125,000 annually. Your tax-
preparer will know about these two changes.

What types of income are taxable and
how can you lower your taxable income?
Generally, any income produced from farm-
ing activities is considered taxable income.
When in doubt, include the income. To
lower your taxable income, you have the op-
tion of income averaging, which is available
only to the farming industry. If; in the cur-
rent year, you show a higher than average net
income, you can allocate part of that income
over the prior three years on a 1040 schedule
J. The allocated income cannot be more than
the taxable income, but it could lessen your
current tax burden considerably.

Deductible expenses include expenses that
are ordinary and necessary costs of operat-

tax law

JANUARY 17, 2008 | OFBF.ORG

Although paying
taxes is inevitable,
there are things you
can do to prevent
overpaying.

ing a farm (see 1040 schedule F for a list of
common expenses). Expenses for the business
used of your home (if you have your office in
your house) is a deduction that is often over-
looked. This deduction can be taken on tax
form 8829. Be sure to keep all of your receipts
to substantiate each expense. Receipts, along
with your tax returns, should be kept for three
years from the due date.

In November of each tax
year, you need to sit down with
your accountant or tax-preparer
and estimate your net profit/
loss for the current year. If you
estimate a net loss, you have
time to choose when to receive
certain incomes (rents for ex-
ample). If you estimate a profit,
you can choose to purchase a depreciable asset
or make necessary improvements to lower
your net income. With proper planning, your
choices can result in a lower tax burden.

Although paying taxes is inevitable, there
are things you can do to prevent overpaying.
Keeping up with the tax law changes can
help you make better tax-reducing decisions.
Knowing what incomes you have to claim
and what expenses you can deduct can mean
the difference between a net profit and a net
loss. Using income averaging and tax plan-
ning can help you pay the least amount of
money necessary each tax year, which is our
goal this time of year!

Farm Bureau member Lynn M. Abrams-
Spilker is an accountant specializing in farm
and timber taxes/accounting. She may be con-

tacted at (740) 685-1350.



