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vecisionon 105K force identifies Ohio’s transportation needs

milk labeling
delayed

A Jan. 17 Buckeye Farm News
story informed readers of the com-
mittee formed to aid Ohio De-
partment of Agriculture Director
Robert Boggs in developing a policy
regarding how the state’s dairy prod-
ucts are labeled. Although expected
to announce a policy decision by
February, ODA has postponed the

nal decision inde nitely.

In related news, the Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture, a er
initially deciding to ban absence
labeling, has changed its ruling. Al-
lowed are labels stating, “From cows
not treated with rBST.” However,
it must be accompanied by the sci-
enti ¢ statement, “No signi cant
di erence has been shown between
milk derived from rBST-treated and
non-RBST treated cows,” or one of
equivalent meaning. Outlawed are
statements that milk is “hormone-
free” or “rBST-free.” Among other
regulations, producers must main-
tain paperwork verifying the non-
use of rBST.

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
policy maintains that all food label-
ing claims should be science-based,
while false and misleading labels,
promotional materials or other ad-
vertising for food products should
not be used.

By the year 2020, nearly 1.4 billion tons of
freight, worth more than $2.8 trillion, is expected
to be transported into, out of, within and through
Ohio.  at’s up quite a bit from the 950 million
tons of freight, valued at $1.8 trillion, that cur-
rently moves into or out of Ohio.

“Ohio’s transportation system faces chronic
problems; they just keep nagging at us. It’s going
to need some attention in the near future” said
Keith Stimpert, Ohio Farm Bureau’s senior vice
president of public policy.

Addressing the state’s transportation needs was
the point of a task force that was created by the
General Assembly to examine and evaluate Ohio’s
ability tosafelyand e ciently move freight within
Ohio during the next two decades.

Stimpert represented agriculture on the task
force, which consisted of 26 people represent-
ing local governments, trucking, rail, air, port
authority and other groups. Rep. Steve Reinhard,
R-Bucyrus, and Sen. Kirk Schuring, R-Canton,
were co-chairs of the task force, which released its

ndings to the legislature and the Ohio Depart-
ment of Transportation.
e task force met for four months and de-

Short-line rail access is needed to move farm products.

veloped “a valuable document that lists all the
di erent needs and ideas about transportation in
Ohio,” Stimpert said.

“ ereportisacomprehensive list of all ideas.
It looks at everything from congestion to truck
weights and truck permits to the environment,’
he said. e 16-page report points out the im-
portance of agriculture in Ohio, noting that by
weight, farm products are one of the leading
commodities originating in Ohio and traveling
byrail.  etask force listed 12 recommendations
dealing with rail in Ohio, including the need to
develop a strategic rail plan for freight and a
study of whether the state would bene t froman
increase in the network of railways throughout
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Ohio. Stimpert said the task force also talked
about how agriculture needs short-line rail ac-
cess to move commodities.

e report includes a recommendation that
the state consider providing assistance to rural
governments through special grants, low inter-
est loans and other means for speci ¢ highway
and bridge improvements to ensure agricultural
products move safely and e ciently from farm
to market. It said the state should look at chang-
ing ODOT’s 365-day continuing special hauling
permit to bene t both milk haulers and dairy
farmers. e task force also observed that the state
should become a proponent of inland waterway
infrastructure maintenance.

e task force concluded that preserving a safe
and reliable transportation system is a “daunting
task” and that its recommendations are “merely
an attempt to begin a much larger and needed
discussion about Ohio’s transportation system.”

“Agriculture has an interest in all pieces of
transportation examined in this report,” Stimpert
said. “Having a strong transportation system in
place is vital for agriculture and other businesses
so they can thrive and grow.”

Mapping
the digital
divide
OFBF begins work

on state broadband
committee

One of the biggest challenges
in providing access to high-speed
Internet for all Ohioans is deter-
mining precisely where the service
is needed.

To help answer that, Gov. Ted
Strickland launched the Connect
Ohio initiative in December. Con-
nect Ohios three-year strategy
involves a partnership between the
state and broadband providers to
create detailed maps of broadband
coverage in order to accurately pin-
point remaining gaps in broadband

availability in Ohio.

Chris Henney, OFBF director
of policy development, was recently
named by Strickland to the Ohio
Broadband Council, which will
provide oversight of the Connect
Ohio Initiative. Henney will serve
on the Outreach subcommittee of
the council.

“ e purpose of the committee
will be to work with groups around
the state to determine their broad-
band needs,” he said.

Henney said by working with lo-

cal partners, the committee will be
able to identify solutions that meet
speci ¢ needs of aregion. For exam-
ple, the at, open land of northwest
Ohio may provide a unique oppor-
tunity for wireless service.

“We're excited about the Connect
Ohio initiative because we need in-
depth mapping of the state,” he said.
“With the diverse representation
on the Ohio Broadband Council,
we are going to be able to develop a
wide-range of solutions.”
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Medical Mutual is proud to work with Ohio Farm Bureau to bring you SuperMed One — Ohio Farm Bureau,
a health plan designed exclusively for members like you.
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