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Noteworthy

Ohio is among the nation’s top 
dairy, pork and egg producing states. 
But when it comes to the registra-
tion of premises as part of a volun-
tary national animal identification 
program, Ohio isn’t in the top 20.

“In the past year, Ohio has made 
significant progress in the number of 
premises registered but there’s still a 
lot of work to do,” said David White, 
Ohio Farm Bureau’s senior director 
of policy research and development.

As of the end of last year, only 
6,227 of 48,073 premises in Ohio 
had been registered, according to 
state veterinarian Dr. Tony Forshey. 
That’s an increase of 4,091 registered 
premises from the previous year. 
Nationwide, 443,607 of 1.43 mil-
lion premises had been registered, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). Premises 
include farms, markets, exhibitions, 
packing/processing plants and other 
locations that produce, hold or man-
age livestock.

“Ohio has a significant number 
of premises, and farm management 
needs to recognize that registration 
of their premises is the first step in a 
national program that aims to protect 
animal health in case of an animal 
health emergency,” White said.

For the past few years, the USDA 
has been working on the National 
Animal Identification System 
(NAIS), which would protect U.S. 

agriculture by enhancing emergency 
response capabilities. The goal is to 
develop a trace-back system that can 
identify all animals and premises po-
tentially exposed to a serious disease 
within 48 hours. NAIS has a three-
pronged approach: premises regis-
tration, then animal identification 
and finally animal tracking. NAIS 
is to be a cooperative federal-state-
agriculture industry partnership.

The USDA has maintained that 
NAIS will be voluntary; its draft 
business plan for implementing 
the program uses the word “volun-
tary” several times throughout the 
76-page document that was released 
a couple of months ago.

Some states, however, have made 
premises registration mandatory, of-
ten in response to an animal health 
issue, White said. For example, 
Michigan made the program manda-
tory after a tuber-
culosis breakout 
among its cattle 
herds, he said. 

Both Ohio 
Farm Bureau and 
American Farm 
Bureau policy 
calls for an animal 
ID program to be voluntary. Forshey 
told the Ohio Livestock Coalition’s 
board of directors recently that Gov. 
Ted Strickland’s administration sup-
ports keeping the program volun-

tary, White said.
In Ohio, the Ohio Department 

of Agriculture (ODA) has set up a 
free registration process, which uses 
a seven-character code to provide 

unique identification to each location. 
Information collected for registration 
includes address, contact name, type 
of premises and phone number. Spe-
cies for registration include aquacul-

ture, bovine (bison, cattle), camelids 
(llamas, alpacas), cervidea (deer, elk, 
moose, caribou, reindeer), equine, 
goats, pheasants, poultry, quail, ratites 
(rheas, ostriches, emu, cassowary, 

kiwi), sheep and 
swine. Rabbits, cats 
and dogs do not need 
to be registered.

ODA has said that 
registration informa-
tion is confidential 
and that having a 
premises ID does not 

affect liability. Registering a premise 
does not obligate anyone to partici-
pate in the next steps of the program.

Ohio Farm Bureau recently pro-
vided comments to AFBF to con-

sider including in comments it will 
submit to USDA about the draft 
NAIS business plan. Both OFBF 
and AFBF continue to be concerned 
about three issues: confidentiality, 
liability and cost.

White said farm managers need 
to realize that having a national ani-
mal tracing system in place is critical 
for their livelihoods.

“Animal health is a large barrier 
to exporting to other countries. If 
you can’t export your product, then 
you could be in a dire situation,” he 
said. “Producers need to think about 
how not having an animal trace-back 
system in place could affect their op-
eration and their industry.”

Premises registration 
slowly increasing in Ohio

USDA says animal ID will remain voluntary

4-H 
center 

complete
The new Nationwide 
and Ohio Farm Bureau 
4-H Center opened 
Jan. 2 at Ohio State 
University.  The 
Nationwide Founda-
tion and OFBF pledged 
$6 million toward 
the project including 
more than $300,000 
that came from county 
Farm Bureaus. The 
center is the first stand-
alone 4-H center on a 
university campus and 
will promote youth 
development in all  
88 counties.

“Animal health is a large barrier to exporting 
to other countries. If you can’t export your 

product, then you could be in a dire situation.”
~David White, OFBF senior director of  

policy research and development
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Quality Coverage 
for People with 
Farms
As the leading farm insurer in the nation, 
Nationwide® understands your coverage needs. 
We design policies especially for you.

• Comprehensive property and liability insurance  
 to suit your unique operation.

• Claims experts and loss control specialists to help  
 avoid losses and settle claims quickly. 

• #1 U.S. farm insurer and trusted partner with   
 American farmers for more than 80 years.

Call a Nationwide agent and ask about 
discounts for Farm Bureau members. To 
�nd an agent, call 800-255-9913, or visit 
NationwideAgribusiness.com  

• Auto   • Home   • Farm   • Business   • Life

Endorsed by


