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Public Policy

q OFBF members learn about 
agriculture in foreign countries

OFBF Trustees Gale Betterly and Bill Lowe were in a group 
of more than 60 Ohio farmers and agricultural professionals to 
experience new technologies, ideas and opportunities abroad 
during the Ohio Agricultural Trade and Education Mission to 
Israel in February.

Sponsored by the Negev Foundation and OFBF, the mission 
is part of the foundation’s effort to improve agricultural trade 
and research and development ties between Ohio and Israel.

Participants, including those from Ohio State University 
Extension, Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Cen-
ter and OFBF’s board of trustees and members, represented 
numerous sectors of Ohio agriculture. They visited with Israeli 
farmers, agricultural communities and agricultural government 
officials and also toured Holy Land sites.

“In addition to sightseeing, mission participants had a chance 
to see first-hand Israel’s agricultural technologies in various 
sectors,” said Sarah Horowitz, program director of the Negev 
Foundation’s Ohio-Israel Agricultural Initiative. Some of Israel’s 
unique agricultural interests include cut flowers, greenhouses, 
ornamentals, irrigation, wine making, organic agriculture and 
desert agriculture.

“The mission was extremely successful, thanks to the mis-
sion participants being so kind and cooperative,” Horowitz 
said. “This experience will hopefully open up collaborative and 
economic opportunities between Ohio and Israel.”

Multiple endeavors have developed from the initiative, with 
Ohio agricultural product exports, collaborative development of 
aquaculture operations, Ohio-Israel joint research projects, work-
shops, trade shows and student exchange programs among them.

Farm Bureau in the Far East
OFBF Trustee Keith Truckor and Senior Director of Policy Re-

search and Development David White recently returned from an 
international market study tour in Vietnam, where they found that 
the rapidly developing nation is becoming an important market for 
U.S. food and agricultural products.

“There is a growing potential in the Vietnamese market for 
feedstuffs and other U.S. agri-food products,” White said. “As 
such, there is a need for enhanced understanding and relation-
ship building with the market and people of Vietnam.”

Illinois Farm Bureau established the tour nine years ago to en-
hance producers’ and ag leaders’ understanding of international ag-
riculture, ag markets and how to develop foreign markets for state 
ag products. Other places visited have included China, Argentina/
Brazil, Europe, Japan, Canada, New Zealand and Mexico.

Over the past five years, Vietnam’s economy has grown more 
than 7 percent annually, making it the second fastest growing 
economy in Asia after China. With a government committed 
to further reform and a dynamic, young population of 83 mil-
lion consumers, Vietnam presents both opportunities and chal-
lenges for U.S. exporters.

“Vietnam’s market at the moment is such that whatever is the 
cheapest they will buy,” White said. Most of the country’s grain is 
imported from India much cheaper (and of less quality) than the 

United States could export it, but White said there is a great deal 
of potential for U.S. proteins to enter the market.

“There is a huge demand for dairy products,” White said. 
“Their diet is protein deficient and the entire country is trying to 
incorporate more dairy into it.”

The agricultural share of Vietnam’s gross domestic product 
has recently dropped from 40 percent to 21 percent, creating 

a need for capital, technology and human resources in order to 
succeed, according to White. “They do everything on a much 
smaller scale (compared to the U.S.),” White said. “We didn’t 
see a tractor until we made our way into the southern half of the 
country. Most of their farming is done via animal power. It was 
an eye-opening experience to say the least.”

Ohio farmers tour Israel, Vietnam
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be easier to obtain. “We are looking 
at ways to expand wildlife officers’ 
view of damage and what qualifies for 
a damage permit,” he said. “Most wait 
until summer when crops are being 
eaten, but there is much more that 
can be considered deer damage.”

He said deer love to eat winter 

wheat, which economists have said 
affects the crop’s yield. They also eat 
the tops off of alfalfa hay and go as 
far as entering barns to eat stored 
hay and corn silage.

Gearhardt suggested farmers en-
countering deer damage contact their 
wildlife officer so damage can be in-

spected for a nuisance damage permit, 
of which he encourages full use. 

“OFBF loses credibility when 
calling for more damage permits if 
those who possess them fail to use 
them,” he said.

Access Management
In a situation that could protect 

landowners and help them at the 
same time, OFBF and DOW are 
discussing an access management 
program, which would match land-
owners experiencing damage with 
those seeking private land on which 
to hunt. Landowners would be free 
of liability through documentation 
defining what hunters can and can-
not do on the land.

The trend of private landowners 
leasing land to hunters has become 
popular and lucrative, according to 
Gearhardt. But many hunters from 
out of state come to hunt large 
bucks instead of eliminating does, 
which is necessary to controlling 
deer population.

“The population of does must 
be reduced in order to effectively 
manage Ohio’s herd,” Gearhardt 
said. “We want to thin the herd to 
produce larger deer, which will en-
courage more hunting.”

Providing Incentive
“We’re investigating numerous 

options into what it will take to get 
a hunter access program in place and 

what it will take to provide an in-
centive for hunters to harvest more 
deer,” Gearhardt said.

Previously, in certain areas of the 
state, hunters could take up to six 
deer, but only needed one or two 
deer to fill their freezer, while the 
cost of processing a deer is in the 
$75 to $80 range. “There was no 
incentive for hunters to take extra 
deer,” Gearhardt said. “There was no 
room for meat and processing was 
an out-of-pocket expense. Very few 
hunters took more than two deer in 
this situation.”

In an effort to provide an incen-
tive, Gearhardt said future funding 
may pay for the processing of extra 
deer, with meat going to needy 
sources such as food banks, creat-
ing a beneficial use of excess deer 
harvests.

It will likely take a concentrated 
effort to start seeing results, but 
according to Gearhardt, “the most 
important thing is that for the first 
time, the Division of Wildlife has 
admitted the problem and is inter-
ested in working with Farm Bureau 
to address it.”

This billboard promoting OFBF’s wildlife control efforts 
and membership in Ohio’s largest farm organization is an 
attention grabber in downtown Steubenville. “Wildlife is 
a huge concern in our area,” said Organization Director 
Michele Specht. “People have noticed it and said that it is 
good to see that someone recognizes that wildlife is out of 
control in the area and is trying to do something about it.”

Ohio Deer Statistics

YEAR	 DEER-VEHICLE CRASHES	 DEATHS
2004	 29,874	 5
2005	 25,492	 8
2006	 28,227	 12

Source: Deer Vehicle Crash Information Clearinghouse

According to the Ohio Division of Wildlife:
Ohio’s current deer population is estimated •	
at 675,000
The deer population was just 17,000 less •	
than 40 years ago
Deer cause $2 billion in damage nationwide •	
(excluding vehicle accidents) including:
$100 million in agricultural crop damage
$750 million to the timber industry
$250 million to home landscape and nursery

Top: Vendors prepare food in the Hanoi wet market in Vietnam. 
Above: Fertilizer is loaded on a dock outside of Ho Chi Minh 
City.
Left: OFBF member Lisa Schacht examines Israeli strawberry 
production.


