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Quality Coverage 
for People with 
Farms
As the leading farm insurer in the nation, 
Nationwide® understands your coverage needs. 
We design policies especially for you.

• Comprehensive property and liability insurance  
 to suit your unique operation.

• Claims experts and loss control specialists to help  
 avoid losses and settle claims quickly. 

• #1 U.S. farm insurer and trusted partner with   
 American farmers for more than 80 years.

Call a Nationwide agent and ask about 
discounts for Farm Bureau members. To 
�nd an agent, call 800-255-9913, or visit 
NationwideAgribusiness.com  

• Auto   • Home   • Farm   • Business   • Life

Endorsed by

Gov. Ted Strickland has laid out a plan 
to expand production of renewable energy 
sources that Ohio farmers are uniquely posi-
tioned to provide (See story on page 1). One 
such source widely available on open farms 
in western Ohio is wind. With a wind energy 
farm already planned for completion in their 
area within two years, interested parties from 
Champaign and Logan counties visited Twin 
Groves Wind Farm in McLean County, Ill. to 
gather information and first-hand knowledge 
on commercial wind farms.

Twin Groves is the largest wind farm east of 
the Mississippi River, and when completed in 
January, will have 240 individual wind turbines 
producing 1.3 billion kilowatt-hours per year, 
enough to meet the annual needs of 120,000 
homes. The project stretches 15 miles long and 
three miles wide, involving three townships 
and 300-plus landowners. It is spread over 

21,000 acres primarily used for the production 
of corn and soybeans, but is only expected to 
remove 100-200 acres from production, or less 
than 1 percent of the cropland.

Mike Pullins, OFBF director of outreach, 
said the Twin Groves topography is very simi-
lar to western Ohio and gave the Farm Bureau 
members, elected officials, concerned citizens 
and media on the trip a “real feel for what 
could be in store for Champaign County.”

The farm is in its second phase of construc-
tion, with 40 to 50 turbines left to erect. The 
group got a chance to view the tubes, turbines 
and rotors close up and learned of the impact 
such a project has on the local community, es-
pecially in economic terms. The $600 million 
project has employed more than 300 mostly lo-
cal workers, including 103 local companies, and 
will create 40 permanent jobs once completed.

McLean County farmer Kurt Williams has 
a total of 12 turbines on his farmland. He said 

at first there were some concerns expressed by 
area residents, but problems haven’t material-
ized since the construction and operations 
began. Turbines are required to be a minimum 
of 1,500 feet from residences. He said there is a 

slight noise from the wind turbines that can be 
heard on calm days, but nothing annoying.

Pullins said one of the few ongoing com-
plaints concern the red blinking lights atop some 
of the 400-foot structures that are required by 
the Federal Aviation Administration.

He commended both county Farm Bureaus, 
as McLean County Farm Bureau coordinated 
the event with Champaign County. “McLean 
County Farm Bureau feels obligated to share 
how they have worked this out. The Farm 
Bureaus took initiative to inform and educate 
officials and landowners. It’s a great role and 
service they are providing,” he said.

Harnessing the breeze
County Farm Bureaus see what's in store for Ohio at Illinois wind farm
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Those on the tour got a close view of the impressive size of the turbines blades.

This windmill under construction is among 
240 at Twin Groves farm in McLean County.

Great Heights
Turbines at Twin 
Groves reach 105' 
higher than the 
Statue of Liberty.

Wide Load
Rotor blades stretch 52' 
wider than the wingspan 
of a Boeing 747

Sum of Its Parts
The nacelle is as large as a small school bus.

The blades are made of fiberglass and wood, 
weigh 6 to 7 tons and turn at 20 rpm. It takes 
an average wind speed of 17 mph to produce 
electricity.

The foundation is 400-600 
cubic yards of concrete.
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