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ORGANIZATION
“Legislators really do want to talk to 

Farm Bureau. �ey’ve convinced me that 
they see us as someone who has done 
their homework, not just a �y by night 

organization. ”

~ Dwight Beougher, Franklin County
Dwight Beougher has been involved in ag-

riculture his entire life. He has been a member 
of Franklin County Farm Bureau for about six 
years and has spent most of that time on the 
county board, but was previously a member of 

Madison County Farm Bu-
reau for more than 20 years. 
Growing up in a family in-
volved in an Advisory Coun-
cil, Beougher started in Farm 
Bureau on Youth Council 
and attended camps. He was 
recently named this year’s 

county president, has served as government 
a�airs chairperson and scholarship chairman, 
and has been a delegate to numerous annual 
meetings and leadership conferences. Beougher 
has also traveled to the Statehouse for Ag Day 
at the Capital and to lobby on behalf of Farm 
Bureau.

Beougher and his wife Janet have been mar-
ried for 44 years, and have lived in Westerville 
for the last 38 years, where he operates a seed 
mill and feed company. �ey have two chil-
dren and six grandchildren. �e Beoughers 
are both alumni of Ohio State University and 
are members of Central College Presbyterian 
Church.

“I enjoy listening to (members’) issues and 
problems and helping to �nd solutions for 

those issues.”

~ Hannah Fout, legal researcher

Hannah Fout joined the sta� of Ohio Farm 
Bureau in January 2007. As legal researcher, 
she works directly with members on all types 

of legal inquiries, research-
ing code and regulation 
issues and attending hear-
ings throughout the state. 
Previously, she was an intern 
in the public policy depart-
ment.

She is a June 2006 gradu-
ate of Ohio State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in agriculture. Currently she is in her 
second year of graduate school pursuing a 
master’s degree in city and regional planning.

Fout is a native of Highland County. “Both 
of my parents were born and raised near Green-
�eld, Ohio and run their own real estate com-
pany there. My siblings include one full brother, 
two half brothers and three half sisters. My older 
siblings live all over the country in Texas, Ala-
bama and Nebraska, and my youngest brother 
is a junior at McClain High School. Regardless 
of distance, we remain a very tight knit family 
and always make the e�ort to stay in contact as 
much as possible.”

She said her favorite thing about working 
at Farm Bureau is communicating directly 
with members.

MAY WE INTROdUCE…

ON Your BEhalf: Organization
Here are some of the activities in which the Organization sta� recently 
worked on behalf of OFBF members:
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OFBF youth, 
friends invited to 

leadership  
event

�is year’s Youth Leadership 
Day (formerly called the 

Youth Annual Meeting) will take 
place Nov. 30 in conjuction with 
OFBF's Annual Meeting. Youth will 
be observing policy development 
to watch member leaders in action. 
Many have attended their own 
county’s annual meeting or have 
been through a mock annual meet-
ing at summer conferences. �is 
will allow them to see the process in 
full. Other highlights of the event 
include motivational speaker David 
Khouty,  a spotlight on safety and 
Outstanding Youth Council awards, 
opportunities to showcase youth 
from other cultures and countries 
and Youth Adviser/State Youth 
Committee recognition. �ere also 
is a special promotion to encourage 
participants to bring friends. �ere 
is no cost to attend the event.

Ohio Farm Bureau Foun-
dation’s �ird Annual 

Rural-Urban Community Auc-
tion opened online Nov. 1 and 
will conclude with a special live 
session Nov. 28 at the annual 
meeting. �e auction is at www.
ofbf.cmarket.com. Click on the 
“Refer Friends” icon on the up-
per le� side of the auction home 
page to let friends and neighbors 
know about the event.

Over the past two years, the 
Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation’s 
Rural-Urban Community Auc-
tion has been home to a variety 
of unique items, and this year is 
no exception. �e auction cata-
log includes a variety of special 
“get away” packages, featuring 
unique bed & breakfast loca-
tions, accommodations in some 
of Ohio’s best country lodges, as 
well as stays in some of the best 

hotels in the state’s metro areas. 
Everybody likes toys -- the auc-
tion features some of the best 
farm toys, hand-made items and 
“special somethings” for both 
young and old. �e auction fea-
tures special products — tools, 
foods, collectibles and other 
items that are made locally and 
known throughout the world.

Registration to attend the American Farm Bureau annual 
convention in New Orleans Jan. 13 to 16 is due Dec. 3. Contact 
Mary Jo Gerrity at Ohio Farm Bureau, 614-246-8227 or e-mail 
mgerrity@ofbf.org now for the best airfare rates. �e Ohio del-
egation will be staying at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside Ho-
tel. Louisiana Farm Bureau has organized pre- and post-meeting 
tours to locations such as plantations, working farms and John 
Deere’s sugarcane harvesting equipment. Registration is due 

Nov. 15 and should be coordinated 
through Mary Jo Gerrity. Payment 
is due at time of booking. A com-
plete tour description is available at 
www.ofbf.org.

�e Gatlin Brothers are slated 
to perform Monday night, Jan. 
14. �e Grammy-winning trio of 
brothers – Larry, Steve and Rudy – 
have performed with distinction at 
the White House and on Broadway, 
in addition to scoring more than a 
dozen “Top 10” country hits. �ey 
have also captured Academy of 
Country Music awards, including 

top male vocalist, album of the year and single of the year for “All 
the Gold in California.”

Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.) will address Farm Bureau 
members Jan. 14. “General Powell’s far-reaching U.S. foreign 
policy and military experience gives him an extraordinary per-
spective from which to address America’s farmers and ranchers,” 
said AFBF President Bob Stallman.

AFBF annual meeting

�"genda�� 
�)ighlights

Wednesday, Nov. 28 
Hospitality Corner – OFB �	
Foundation auction, health fair, 
vendors
U.S. Department of Agriculture �	
Luncheon Guest Speaker, 
Representative from USDA
Ohio Department of Agriculture �	
Seminar

Robert J. Boggs, director, Ohio 
Department of Agriculture

Agbioresource Opportunities �	
for Ohio Farmers – Panel discus-
sion

Dr. Stephen Meyers, director, 
Ohio BioProducts Innovation 
center; Jack Pounds, president, 
Ohio Chemistry Technology 
Council, Wayne Early, executive 
director, PolymerOhio; Doug 
O’Brien, assistant director, Ohio 
Department of Agriculture

Discussion Meet Finals�	
“In light of recent decisions 
a�ecting private property, what 
steps should be taken to secure 
the rights of property owners?”

Annual Meeting Reception, �	
hosted by OFBF board of 
trustees

Thursday, Nov. 29
Omelet Breakfast�	
Children’s Literature Award, Ann �	
Purmell, author, Christmas Tree 
Farm
Seminar: Animal Welfare and �	
Animal Rights: Past, Present and 
Future

Dr. Wesley Jamison, University 
of Florida

General Session�	
President’s Address, Bob 
Peterson

Kick-O� L unch�	
Keynote Speech, Gov. Ted 
Strickland 
Remarks from Nationwide, 
Steve Rasmussen, president and 
COO, Nationwide Property and 
Casualty 
Executive Vice President’s Ad-
dress, Jack Fisher

Harvest Banquet�	
Ambassador Award Winner 
Recognition 
Discussion Meet, Excellence in 
Agriculture and Outstanding 
Young Farmer Recognition 
Special Introductions 
Presentation of Special Awards: 
Distinguished Service Award, 
Agricultural Educator Award

Friday, Nov. 30
Trustee Elections�	

Southwest Women’s Trustee
Districts 1, 5, 6, 10, 13, 15, 19, 20

General Session Concludes�	

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation auction

OFBF’s 89th Annual Meeting is just weeks 
away. �is year's theme is Gearing up 4 action.  
Here is what attendees can expect:

Speakers
Robert Boggs became director of the Ohio 

Department of Agriculture in January. 
Over the last 34 years, he has served the 
people of Ohio as a representative, sena-
tor and a county commissioner. During 
his career in public service, he used his 
agricultural background to make deci-
sions on dozens of rural issues including 
linked deposits, ethanol tax credits, soil 
and water conservation funding, OSU 
Cooperative Extension and rural development. 
Boggs, who was raised on a small dairy farm in 
Ashtabula County, received his bachelor’s degree 

in government from American University in Wash-
ington, D.C., and a master’s in public administra-
tion from Kent State University.

Dr. Wesley Jamison is a research fellow at the 
University of Florida in the department of public 

relations where he is working toward an-
other Ph.D. and teaches graduate classes 
in communications research and theory. 
He received his multidisciplinary Ph.D 
.in agricultural politics from Oregon 
State University where his dissertation 
examined agricultural opponents and 
opposition to agriculture, speci�cally 
focusing on the animal rights movement 

and its threat to animal agriculture. As part of his 
consulting business, he currently conducts research 
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Gearing up 4 action
A preview of the 2007 OFBF annual meeting

OFBF awards  
scholarship to OSU senior

Miranda Valentine of Dublin, Ohio has been 
awarded the $1500 Ohio Farm Bureau Scholarship 
for the 2007-2008 school year. Miranda, daughter 
of Terri Valentine, is a senior at Ohio State Univer-
sity majoring in agribusiness and applied economics. 
A 2003 graduate of Dublin Scioto High School, 
Miranda plans to attend law school.

�e Ohio Farm Bureau Scholarship, open to agri-
business and applied economics majors at Ohio State, 
is awarded on the basis of scholarship, leadership, and 
potential contribution to the agricultural industry.  
It is one of serveral scholarships made available by 
agribusiness �rms, individuals and agricultural orga-
nizatons for students interested in agribusiness, farm 
�nance, agricultural marketing, farm management 
and closely related areas. OFBF’s David Rule (l) with OSU student Miranda Valentine.


