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2007 annual meeting

This year’s Hospitality Corner 
featured the 2007 edition of the 
Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation 
Rural - Urban Community Silent 
Auction, which raised more than 
$8,200 for the organization’s Com-
munity Grantsmanship and scholar-
ship programs. This was the third 
year for the event, and more than 65 
items were available for bid.

The OFB Foundation will an-
nounce the 2008 recipients of its 
Agriculture Action & Awareness 
Grants in mid-December. Funds in 
the amount of $1,000 to $2,500 will 
be awarded to community service 
groups in rural, suburban and/or ur-
ban settings, and independent pro-
ducers and/or agricultural producer 
groups that initiate, continue and/

or complete a program highlighting 
agriculture and its impact on the 
community in one of the following 
focus areas:

Economics, community develop-•	
ment and/or agribusiness devel-
opment.
Education, public awareness and/•	
or community outreach.
Environmental issues involving •	
agriculture and its impact on the 
respective community.
Other Hospitality Corner events 

included the display of the 88 “Grow-
ing a Masterpiece” county barns and 
a special performance from Stewart 
Kitchen, the Ohio State University 
marching band drum major, during 
the OFBF board of trustees evening 
reception.

Rose Dudgeon of Frazeysburg, 
Tina Lust of Marion and Andy 
and Deanna Troutman of Wooster 
were named the winners of OFBF’s 
Discussion Meet, Excellence in Ag-
riculture and Outstanding Young 
Farmer contests, respectively, dur-
ing OFBF’s 89th annual meeting 
in Columbus. They will represent 
OFBF in their contests during an 
expense-paid trip to American Farm 
Bureau Federation’s (AFBF) annual 
meeting in January.

The Discussion Meet tests partic-
ipants’ subject knowledge, problem 
solving abilities and personal and 
small group communications skills. 
Dudgeon discussed the topic “In 
light of recent decisions affecting 
private property, what steps should 
be taken to secure the rights of prop-
erty owners?”

A three-year member of Knox 
County Farm Bureau, Dudgeon 
operates a crossbred sheep farm 
with her mother, Margaret. She 
served as the 2004-2005 Ohio FFA 
president and is currently pursuing 
a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
education from Ohio State Uni-
versity. Dudgeon was a Discussion 
Meet finalist in 2005 and has been 
a Farm Bureau youth adviser, par-
ticipated in the Key Farmer Trip to 
Washington, D.C. and was awarded 
the 2006 Ohio Farm Bureau Foun-
dation Darwin Bryan Scholarship.

The Excellence in Agriculture 
award recognizes successful people 35 
or younger who are involved in farm-
ing but whose primary occupations 
are not farming or owning an agricul-
tural business. The award is based on 
their involvement in agriculture and 
participation in Farm Bureau and 
other community organizations.

Lust works with farmers daily on 
seed recommendations and sales as a 
territory sales manager for Midwest 
Seed Genetics and a continuously 
trained State Certified Crop Adviser. 

She also assists in the duties on her 
family’s corn and soybean farm. Lust 
has been a Marion County Farm Bu-
reau Board member for seven years 
and is the current secretary. She has 
been involved in many committees, 
membership campaigns and trips 
during her 10 years as a Farm Bureau 
member. Lust and her husband, Tom, 
have a 6-year-old son named Clayton.

The Outstanding Young Farmer 
award recognizes individuals or 
couples age 35 or younger for their 
accomplishments in their farming 

operations and their leadership in 
the agricultural community.

The Troutmans own and oper-
ate a vineyard in Wayne County, 
complete with two retail sites and a 
wholesale operation to market their 
wine. Their goals include install-
ing a goat milk processing facility, 
an aggressive introduction of new 
products and a long-term goal of 
a restaurant specializing in locally 
produced and processed food. Both 
have served as farm tour committee 
members for Wayne County Farm 
Bureau and Andy is active in the 
membership campaign. They are 
also active in Lions Club, the Cham-
ber of Commerce and Ohio Grape 
and Wine industry organizations. 
The Troutmans have two children, 
Sophia, 5, and Asa, 2.

Each contest winner received a 
chime clock from Ohio Farm Bu-
reau and $500 cash from Dodge. In 
addition, Dudgeon received $1,000 
cash from Nationwide, Lust received 
a $1,000 technology package from 
OFBF and the Troutmans received 
a $1,000 purchase certificate at 
Grainger Industrial Supply courtesy 
of Farm Credit Services of Mid Amer-
ica, a year’s free lease on a Kubota 
M-series tractor courtesy of Kubota 
and a $250 product voucher to any 
NAPA store courtesy of Valvoline.

Showing hospitality

Top left: Tina 
Lust of Marion 
was selected for 
the Excellence in 
Agriculture award.
Above: Deanna 
and Andy Trout-
man of Wooster 
were named 
2007’s Outstand-
ing Young 
Farmers.
Left: Rose 
Dudgeon of 
Frazeysburg won 
the OFBF Discus-
sion Meet.

Next stop: New Orleans
Dudgeon, Lust, Troutmans win OFBF contests
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“You have to know 
your rights, what 
you are entitled 

to, and then 
from there build 
awareness within 
the community.”

~Rose Dudgeon talking about  
eminent domain during  

the finals of the Discussion Meet

Editor’s note: Following is an excerpt 
from OFBF Executive Vice President 
Jack Fisher’s speech during the annual 
meeting. He focused on one of the sev-
en goals that will prioritize OFBF’s 
work in the coming year: “Speaking 
Out for Agriculture.”

I read an intriguing quote the 
other day: “All business in a demo-
cratic society begins with public 
permission and exists by public ap-
proval.” Now, this may not sit well 
with that independent, self-reliant 
streak that’s part of what makes you 
a farmer, but it’s a fact of life in Ohio 
today. You, your kids and grandkids 
will continue to farm in this state 
only with public permission and 
public approval.

So, the question is, how do you 
get that permission and approval. 
My view is there are two steps. The 
first step is to earn approval by do-
ing what’s right, and in that, you as 
farmers in Ohio, excel. The second 
step, frankly, is where we’re falling 
short. We not only have to do good 
things, we have to tell people we’re 
doing good things.

Friends, I don’t want to sound 
overly dramatic here, but the truth 
is we are in a public relations battle, 
and right now, we’re losing. There 
are a lot of people out there who 
don’t like biotechnology. They 
don’t like pesticides or commercial 
fertilizers. They don’t like confined 
farm animals. They don’t like farm 
support programs. They don’t like 
renewable fuels. They don’t like ma-
nure. They have the time and money 
to tell the public that you are at fault 
for dirty water and dirty air, the 

federal deficit, obesity and hunger, 
food poisoning, global warming and 
post-nasal drip.

Unless we respond, unless you 
respond, the people who want to 
run you out of business are going to 
win. Your ability, your right to farm 
is increasingly at risk.

So, I imagine your question is 
“What are you going to do about it 
Jack?” My answer is: what are you 
going to do about it?

Every Farm Bureau member needs 
to take ownership of this challenge. 
Farm Bureau will be here to help. We’ll 
give you the tools and the support you 
need. But the most important thing 
is for you to make a commitment, a 
commitment to defend agriculture’s 
honor. To not let our opponents win 
this battle by default.

Kroger and Wendy’s and Burger 
King need to be hearing from you. 
Tell them this isn’t about rBST or 
cages or calf hutches; this is about a 
basic freedom of choice.

Farmers should be free to use pro-
duction practices that are proven to 
be safe. Consumers should be free to 
choose among a variety of products 
and production practices. Neither 
producers nor consumers should be 
subject to a small minority that is 
dictating what the majority can or 
can not do. And you need to tell your 
partners in the food chain that you 
will stand beside them, that you will 
help fight the activists and zealots 
who want to tell us all how to live.

Your family’s farming heritage 
is at stake. Agriculture’s future is at 
risk. Like it or not, the game is on. It’s 
time for us to suit up and show up.

‘Your right to farm 
is at risk’
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Fisher highlights OFBF’s communication efforts.


