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Montoya will �ll orgranization director position
OFBF has named Christy Montoya the organization 

director for Butler, Hamilton, Montgomery and Warren 
counties in southwest Ohio.

�e Farmersville resident will act as a liaison between 
the state and county Farm Bureaus, where she will work 

to involve, develop and enhance 
leaders while managing objectives to 
improve the e�ectiveness of the orga-
nization.

Montoya was most recently op-
erations manager of Lucky Auction 
Company, Inc. and a substitute teach-
er for Bishop Leibold Schools. She 
has been a licensed goat judge since 
1997 and has judged at the county, 

state and national level.
She serves on the Our Lady of Good Hope Parish 

council, the Montgomery County Livestock Board and 
is a 23-year member of the American Dairy Goat Asso-
ciation. She is a 1997 graduate of Ohio State University, 
with a bachelor’s degree in agriculture.

Weisenberger named Ohio Farm Bureau operations 
specialist

Tammy Weisenberger has been selected to �ll the 
position of business operations specialist for OFBF. She 

was a senior accounting assistant for 
OFBF prior to accepting her new 
position.

Weisenberger’s duties will be to 
maintain the OFBF member database, 
administer centralized dues payment 
processes, work with Nationwide and 
other partners on member eligibility 
for programs and provide support to 
county Farm Bureau sta�, as well as 

other database and accounting functions.
With more than 20 years experience in accounting, 

Weisenberger has worked in the �eld for many busi-
nesses including nonpro�t, construction, meat, paper 
and printing, law and engineering. She also works as an 
accountant with the Columbus Children’s Choir. She 
has an associate’s degree in accounting and is currently 
working on her bachelor’s degree.

Sta� changes at OFBF

Montoya

Weisenberger

Marion County Farm Bureau 
will be recognized by the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s (AFBF) 
county activity of excellence contest 
at AFBF’s annual meeting in January 
for planning and executing its �rst 
county-wide Agriculture in Action 
Tour.

�e contest is designed to 
celebrate and recognize outstand-
ing programs implemented at the 
county level.

�e tour included Farm Bureau 
members and about 60 members of 
the Marion Chamber of Commerce 
who learned more about agricultural 
production and its role in society.

“We want to show that we have 
many of the same interests and that 
they intersect,” said Organization 
Director Korre Boyer.

�e tour included stops at a lead-
ing fertilizer company as well as a 
local grain farm. Participants also 
heard from Pat Hord, of Hord Live-
stock, about issues a�ecting animal 
agriculture.

Kerr Murray from the Marion 
Chamber of Commerce said Farm 
Bureau is the only group that doesn’t 
seem to argue and gets a lot accom-

plished at its meetings. “�ey are a 
tremendous group of people. It’s fun 
to go to their events,” he said, noting 
he has learned that aspects of farm-
ing intertwine with the chamber’s 
business on a regular basis.

�e tour was the �rst event held 
under Farm Bureau’s new structure 
that includes three action teams: 
Public Policy, Communications and 
Organization.

“All three action teams sat down 
together to decide what each had to 
do, then formed an agenda tying all ar-
eas together with a smooth �ow,” said 
Organization Director Korre Boyer.

�e Organization team deter-
mined a budget for the event. �e 
Communications team worked on 
getting the word out through the me-
dia and advertising and worked with 
other organizations to align speakers 
and presenters. During the tour, the 
Public Policy team discussed policies 
related to the event, as well as the 
policy development process.

So much positive feedback was 
received that Marion County has 
decided to make the Agriculture in 
Action Tour an annual event.

Marion County recognized 
in national contest

A group of Marion County business leaders and Farm Bureau members tour 
Morral Companies’ facility during the Agriculture in Action Tour.
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A new market: A new farmer’s market is being planned for SouthPointe Marketplace in Columbus. 
SouthPointe MarketPlace is the only place in Columbus to house a Flea Market, Antique Mall, Arts and Crafts 
Center and Auction House under one roof. The former K-Mart building gets an average of 1,500 visitors each 
weekend. An informational session and tour will be held Jan. 11 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. RSVP at 614-341-7700   
ext. 214. Above shoppers view produce at an urban market in Cincinnati.

Ohio ranked ninth  
on new list

Farm Bureau membership across 
the country has surpassed the 6 mil-
lion mark for the second consecutive 
year – 6,231,176 member families. 
�e milestone was passed as state 
Farm Bureaus reported 30,838 addi-
tional members registered for Farm 
Bureau membership in 2007.

American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration President Bob Stallman said 
Farm Bureau’s growth was fueled 
by recognition of the organization’s 
strong record as an advocate of pol-
icy positions developed by its mem-
bers at the local, state and national 
levels. �e strength of Farm Bureau’s 
many outstanding programs and 
services designed to boost members’ 
families, businesses and standards of 
living is another key reason for con-
tinued growth.

“Last year Farm Bureau achieved 
a terri�c milestone in its history 
by registering more than 6 million 
members for the �rst time, and 
this year we achieved even more 
by sustaining and building on that 
growth,” Stallman said. “Prolonged 
dry weather and other challenging 
conditions made this a tough year 
for many of America’s farm and 
ranch families, but our membership 
strength will bolster Farm Bureau as 
we work with our members and for 
our members to surface new ideas 
and solutions in the year ahead.”

�e membership gain of nearly 
31,000 member families is due pri-
marily to the growth of several state 
Farm Bureaus in the South. Other 
highlights of the latest membership 
report are below:

�e Tennessee Farm Bureau �r��
continues to claim the title of 
the country’s largest state Farm 
Bureau, with 629,027 member 
families. Joining Tennessee in 
the 2007 “top 10” Farm Bureau 
membership states are: North 
Carolina, 492,755; Kentucky, 
462,494; Georgia, 437,734; Ala-
bama, 433,700; Illinois, 419,934; 
Texas, 404,735; Indiana, 283,483; 
Ohio, 230,968; and Mississippi, 
227,741.
Following the “top 10” states �r��

in total membership for 2007 
were nine other states with 
more than 100,000 members, 
including: Arkansas, 227,383; 
Michigan, 199,053; Oklahoma, 
167,888; Iowa, 153,685; Louisi-
ana, 147,860; Virginia, 146,934; 
Florida, 143,591; South Carolina, 
130,569; and Kansas, 110,069.
Kentucky Farm Bureau, the third-�r��
largest state Farm Bureau, achieved 
the largest gain in members in 2007 
– 9,371 member families. Tennes-
see’s membership increase of 9,076 
is the second-largest growth. Texas 
Farm Bureau posted the third-larg-
est gain – 8,881 member families. 
Georgia’s registering of 8,024 new 
member families is the fourth-
largest gain, and North Carolina 
posted the ��h-largest gain with 
5,141 new member families.
Following the top �ve states in �r��
membership gains are West Vir-
ginia with 2,540 new members, 
Alabama and Illinois with 2,316 
new members each, and Pennsyl-
vania with 2,189 new members.
�e state with the largest percent-�r��
age gain in membership is West 
Virginia with a 16.63 percent 
gain. Second is Delaware with an 
11.58 percent gain, and third is 
Nevada with a 9.07 percent gain.

Farm Bureau membership tops 6 million nationwide
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