Gaining
funding for
biofuels In
Ohio
Gov. Ted Strickland signed the
new biennial budget into e ect this
summer bringing along with it $4.5

million in state funding for biofuels
in Ohio. OFBF was successful in

gaining $2.5 mil
asunpuun (] lion to build more
———\
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also worked with Ohio Soybean
Association to create the Clean
Air Ohio initiative, which allots
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$500,000 to schools using biodiese
in their buses. Methane digester
projects also received funding for
the rst time with $1.5 million of
the budget going toward converting
organic matter into biogas. “e
funding for biofuels and methan
digesters wouldn't happen withou
Farm Bureau, the Ohio Corn Grow
ers and the Ohio Soybean Associ
tion,” said Rocky Black, OFBE{
senior director of policy |

and political a airs.
“It's a great examp/

of what agriculture | &
can achieve when %
working together.” m——=
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Agriculture’
license plate

P&Vlng the way for fast tractors: in a prime example of grassroots in action, a county Farm Bureau
policy made it all the way to state law in 2007. Stemming from a group of Farm Bureau members in Wayne

County, OFBF worked with legislators to enact House Bill 9, sponsored by state Rep. Jim Carmichael, R-Wooster,

. allowing “fast” tractors to be driven at speeds designated by manufacturers, rather than at the lower 25 mph

. OFBF Spearh,eadEd the introduc- limit. This bill also allows trailers to be hauled at designated speeds as long as they are not being driven recklessly.
tion of House Bill 293, introduced onio is the rst state to enact such legislation. A new Speed Identi cation Symbol (SIS), indicating a tractor's

by state Rep. Bruce Goodwin, R- speed, must be displayed on designated tractors and attached equipment. In the photo above, Gov. Ted Strickland
De ance, which would establish the signs House Bill 9 with the assistance of Mary Elizabeth Baker, daughter of farmer Roger Baker, seated at right.

Ohio Agriculture license plate. e
plate would help promote Ohio’s

largest industry while proceeds

would be used for scholarships for

students studying agriculture oOFBF speaks out on minimum wage
related elds at an Ohio land grant
institution. e Ohio Department

of Agrlculture., Ohio State Univer wage increase in 2007, OFBF reached out to reportersg/ear to discuss how to identify all-terrain
sity, commodity groups and otherg,q editors to clarify that most of Ohio's farmers would vehicle (ATV) operators who damage
support the new plate, which renave to comply with the increase. A fact sheet was-cre farm property. OFBF believes all ATVs
quires 500 signatures of potentialted and distributed on wage requirements and ad- should be registered with the state and
interested plate buyers. OFBF hagnistrative obligations enacted by the new law. OFBF display a tag, similar to boats. OFBF also
garnered nearly 800 signatures t@s successful in getting the attention of legislators on believes any proposed legislation should
move forward with the plate’s salésues important to agriculture in the law, including the make ATV owners responsible for any of-
once the legislation is nalized ifpProtection of privacy of individual employment records fenses committed on their vehicles.

the General Assembly. by requiring requests for documents to be notarized.

Identifying trespassing ATVs

In response to reports in newspapers that Ohio farm-
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Farm Bureau
a player in
bioproducts

task force

OFBF was a central player this
year in the passage of House Bill
233, sponsored by state Rep. Steve
Reinhard, R-Bucyrus, which created
the Ohio Agriculture
to Chemicals, Pely
mers, and Advanced
Materials Task Force.

e goal of the task
force is to help forge

a close working alli-
ance between manu
facturers, producers, farmers and
others involved in turning bio raw
material, such as soybeans and corr
into viable alternatives for today’s
petroleum-based plastics, carpeting,
paints, ooring and more. A repre
sentative from Farm Bureau will sit
on the 14-member task force.

“Simply put, H.B. 233 is needed
to help coalesce a diverse group
of industries who are each vital to
Ohio’s future in manufacturing and
polymer production,” said OFBF
Senior Director of Legislative Af-
fairs Rocky Black during a House
Committee meeting.

Black said Ohio is being chal
lenged by China and India who have
switched from petroleum based
polymer production to biopolymer
production.

Reinhard
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OFBF held discussions with state Rep. Sandra- Hatirculation: From Norman Jones Enlow and
ers wouldn't have to comply with the new minimum wood, D-Niles, and Sen. Jason Wilson, D-Columbiana, thig?nPany feotrotes o the 2006 Ghio Farn Bureau

ederation Audit: The Ohio Farm Bureau Federa-
tion had 230,968 members as of August 31, 2007.
Members may receive Buckeye Farm News as a part
of their paid membership.
Buckeye Farm News (ISSN 1540-3742), an o cial
publication of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation,
Inc. is published 16 times per year: semi-monthly
in February, July, September and December and
monthly in January, March, April, May, June, August,
October and November for $1.00 yearly members,
$5.00 yearly non-members by the Ohio Farm Bureau
Federation, Inc., 280 North High Street, P. O. Box
182383, Columbus, Ohio 43218-2383. Buckeye Farm
News Periodical Postage Paid at Columbus, Ohio
(USPS 0020-531).

Governor’s council to look at food policieS POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Buckeye

NOTEWORTHY

Additional areas where OFBF

worked on behalf of farmers in 2007:
tOFBF participated in strategic plan-
ning sessions to re-invent the Ohio
Proud Program.

tTraining modules were established
for OFBF’s grassroots policy
development process and various
policy development processes were
streamlined.

tOFBF’s Advisory Council Speak-
Out Guide was redesigned. One
discussion guide featured a CD from
a Town Hall Ohio radio show while
another featured an interview with
new Ohio Department of Agriculture
Director Robert Boggs.

tThe Ohio Sheep Improvement
Association, Ohio Sheep & Wool Mar
keting Program and Ohio Livestock
Coalition developed, approved and
began implementing new strategic
plans.

tMore than 700 members and guests
attended and participated in the
Fruit & Vegetable Growers Congress.
tThe Ohio Vegetable & Small Fruit
Research Development Program
approved 15 research proposals in
the amount of $41,600 for 2007.

culture in prime position to provide
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25x25

AMERICA'S
ENERGY FUTURE

for the last year. Strickland’s energy

bly, falls in line with the resolution’s

goal, which will be used to support 788 000 residents get tax break
current and future legislation related to energy.

Task force examines transporation

ability to provide for the safe and e cient movement of

cessed foods moved by freight.
Jan. 8 through June 2.
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State, national coalition backs renewable enesgy Ted strickland's Ohio Food Policy Advisory Cou
Congress has adopted the 25x’25 resolution, calling Cil: créated in August and including a representative from  organization's policy positions, recognize member
for 25 percent of the nation’s energy to originate from OFBF, will strengthen food and agriculture policies t
renewable resources by the year 2025. This puts agribengtproducers_ and consumers. I_t wﬂl_analyze food pro  To contact us: E-mail jcomely@ofbf.org; cal
duction, processing and consumption; link producers and 614.246.8231 or write P.O. Box 182383,
energy from land-based, renewable COnsumers in local food systems, and ensure citizens that
resources for the future. OFBF helped € in need have greater access to fresh and nutritious
to organize a state 25x'25 coalition food. It will also encourage growth of Ohio food products
and has been advocating its passage and assist farmers and businesses in e ectively marketing
their products. The council is in line with OFBF’s Buying Lo
plan, currently in the General Assem- cal Directory and other outreach e orts from Our Ohio.

An extension in the Homestead Exemption, allowi
senior citizens, disabled Ohioans and surviving spouscSg
to shield up to $25,000 of the market value of their home

OFBF represented agriculture on a transportation task from property taxes, led to 566,000 homeowners to-ap
force created by the General Assembly to evaluate Ohio'sPly during a special signup period July 2 through Oct. 1.
OFBF supported the expansion and relayed the word to
freight within the state during the next 20 years. Freight Members via communications tools includinguckeye
tra c in Ohio is expected to increase dramatically over Farm News, www.ofbf.org and POWER Communica
the next 25 years. Agriculture’s interest is signi cant ions e-mails. A statewide county auditor survey shows
because of the bulk of commodities, fertilizer and pro 788,000 homeowners, or 97 percent of those eligible, are
now in line to receive savings. The next signup will occur

Farm News, P. O. Box 182383, Columbus, Ohio
n43218-2383.
Buckeye Farm News content seeks to amplify the

o activities and volunteer involvement, and raise

awareness of agriculture as an industry and lifestyle.
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