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SEn. SHERROd 
BROWn �d�
A member of the 
Senate ag committee, 
Brown held a series  
of OFBF-organized 
farm tours.  He 

worked closely with OFBF on the 
farm bill while supporting fruit and 
vegetable programs and providing 
options for commodity programs.

REp. JEAn 
SCHMidT �R�
A member of the 
House ag commit-
tee, Schmidt created 
a statewide renew-
able fuels advisory 

committee in which OFBF partici-
pated.  The group was designed to 
provide input to congress.  Schmidt 
serves Ohio’s 2nd district.

REp. ZACK 
SpACE �d�
A member of the 
House ag commit-
tee, Space worked 
with OFBF to hold 
two rounds of farm 

tours.  He supported a provision 
in the farm bill to allow interstate 
sale of state-inspected meat. Space 
serves Ohio’s 18th district.
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OFBF collaborated with Ohio 
State University, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and 
specialty crop growers in 2007 to 
identify key crop protection tools. 
The group worked to preserve these 
existing tools and identify, develop 
and register new effective alterna-
tives. OFBF also identified a series 

of programs important to Ohio 
fruit and vegetable growers and suc-
cessfully supported their inclusion 
in House and Senate versions of the 
farm bill. OFBF worked with EPA 
to improve new pesticide worker 
safety regulations and cooperated 
with American Farm Bureau in 
providing input on new fresh pro-
duce food safety regulations.

OFBF cooperated closely with 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
(AFBF) this year in supporting 
comprehensive immigration reform 
in Congress and educating Ohio 
agriculture employers about work-
site enforcement issues. “Pressure 
on employers is increasing in the 
enforcement arena, with increasing 
labor costs, decreasing labor supplies 
and new regulations,” said Adam 
Sharp, OFBF senior director of 
national and regulatory affairs. The 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) issued new rules regarding 
“no-match letters,” which aim to 
crack down on illegal workers, and 
what agriculture employers should 

do if they receive such letters. De-
spite the efforts of Congress, no 
immigration legislation was passed 
in 2007, but Farm Bureau continues 
to support comprehensive immigra-
tion reform that includes a prevail-
ing wage (market-based wages) for 
agricultural guest workers. “The 
issue of immigration is not going 
away, but the issues to ag employ-
ers without reform are increasing,” 
Sharp said. OFBF also aided AFBF 
in submitting policy positions to 
DHS and administration regarding 
H-2A program improvements. The 
United States risks losing $9 billion 
in agricultural production without a 
legal migrant work force.

OFBF has remained actively engaged in many local, state and national 
environmental initiatives, such as the Lake Erie Phosphorus Task Force, Pes-
ticide Program Dialogue Committee, Rural Drainage Advisory Committees, 
Western Lake Erie Basin Partnership, Great Lakes Restoration Stakeholders 
and local watershed groups. In addition, OFBF has worked to influence Ohio 
EPA Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) reports, air and water quality 
rules and delivered more than 1,500 farmer-signed postcards to Congress 
expressing concern about pending federal water legislation. According to 
OFBF Director of Environmental Policy Larry Antosch, OFBF policies sup-
port the development of programs that are scientifically based, economically 
sound and delivered in a flexible and voluntary manner. “By engaging in the 
discussion as new environmental programs are being developed, we can en-
sure that the rights, livelihood and operational viability of our members will 
be protected,” he said.

OFBF continued to be involved in water issues at the national level in 
2007. OFBF successfully supported the passage of the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) in the House and Senate. WRDA authorizes 
the funding for the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers locks and dams project. 
One-third of American agricultural production is exported, the vast major-
ity of which moves down the Mississippi River system. WRDA increases the 
size and capacity of locks and dams essential to the transportation of many 
American farm products. President Bush vetoed the bill, but both the House 
and Senate consequently overruled the veto. It is the first WRDA bill passed 
by Congress since 2000.

A proposed change in the word-
ing of the Clean Water Act would 
enable federal agencies to regulate 
routine actions by farmers, ranchers 
and ordinary homeowners because 
it would expand federal regulation 
to “all” waters, instead of the current 
“navigable” waters. Ditches, tanks, 
ponds, even low spots in fields 
would be subject to reviews, regu-
lation and permitting. American 

Farm Bureau President Bob Stall-
man said the word “navigable” was 
intentionally included in the legisla-
tion and deletion would not restore 
congressional intent. It changes and 
expands it. OFBF has contacted key 
members of Congress and post cards 
have been sent from Farm Bureau 
members urging opposition to the 
proposal, known as the Clean Water 
Restoration Act.

Every four to seven years Con-
gress rewrites farm policy in legisla-
tion generally known as the “farm 
bill.” The most recent farm bill was 
written in 2002 and expired in Sep-
tember 2007. Congress started the 
process of rewriting this legislation 
and expects to pass a new bill soon. 
OFBF has arranged tours for con-
gressional representatives to meet 
OFBF members in their districts 
and discuss concerns about the 
farm bill and sent more than 4,000 

farmer-signed letters and postcards 
to Congress concerning Farm Bu-
reau’s stance on the bill, in addition 
to meeting representatives face-to-
face during trips to Washington, 
D.C. OFBF supports the preserva-
tion and improvement of safety net 
programs, enhanced conservation 
programs, interstate shipment of 

state-inspected meat and increased 
support for fruit and vegetable 
growers and livestock producers. 
Farm Bureau has continued to work 
with members of Congress to pro-
vide a strong and supportive farm 
bill for Ohio’s farmers as completion 
of a new bill nears.

Supporting the fruit and 
vegetable industry

OFBF fights to fix immigration

Passing WRDA

Keeping tabs on water regs

Appointed to ag

An eye on the environment

Moving forward  
on the farm bill

The vast majority of exported American agricultural products move down 
the Mississippi River.
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