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MEMBERSHIP from PG 1

RESTRUCTURE from PG 1

standing UPfor

ANImAL agriculture
Pro�table livestock industry a goal of Farm Bureau

campaign a huge success,” Donald-
son said. “Nationwide agents from 
across the state also did an outstand-
ing job of contributing to the overall 
e�ort in market conditions that are 
considerably more challenging than 
in past years.”

As OFBF carries the farmer’s 
voice to the government leaders it 
also added to its many member ben-
e�ts (see story on page 8).

“We know our members value 
the legislative representation Farm 
Bureau provides,” said Janet Cassidy, 
director of membership marketing. 
“But bene�ts of membership extend 
beyond that to include industry in-
formation, promotion of agriculture 
to consumers, opportunities to net-
work and develop leadership skills 
plus dozens of discounts and savings 
on a variety of products.”

�e 2008 campaign
According to Cassidy, regardless of 

whether you’ve participated in OFBF’s 
membership campaign before, 2008 
o�ers plenty of new opportunities.

“We want to provide a chance for 
people to participate in ways they 
feel good about. We’re really making 

the 2008 campaign about the volun-
teer,” she said.

�at means working membership 
will be more than making cold calls 
and attending the annual county 
kicko� meeting.

“We’re thinking about member-
ship year-round. Many of our events 
now include membership. We are 
working on building relationships 
with a�nity groups such as commod-
ity organizations. We are developing 
prospective members in every county 
for our volunteers to follow up with.”

Each person that signs a new 
member will receive a special gi� 
from OFBF. Volunteers will earn 
points for each member signed 
toward a special incentive to be an-
nounced before the campaign.

“Our volunteers understand 
what membership means to the 
county budget, to Farm Bureau’s 
clout in the community and to its 
voice in the legislature,” Cassidy 
said. “Membership is the heart and 
soul of the organization. Because it’s 
so important, we’ve developed lots 
of opportunities for volunteers to 
participate and earn points toward 
rewards.”

the counties’ planning processes and 
they are looking at policies and goals 
at a higher level, resulting in stronger 
plans of work,” Wargowsky said.

Perhaps the simplest way the new 
program structure has been imple-
mented is through the addition of 
membership marketing to events. 
Wargowsky said the presence of 
membership recruitment at an event 
should be as common as nametags 
and refreshments. 

Some counties have hit the 
ground running and are experienc-
ing great success within the new 
structure.

Marion County Farm Bureau’s 
e�orts will be recognized by the 
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
(AFBF) county activity of excellence 
contest at AFBF’s annual meeting in 
January for planning and executing 
its �rst county-wide Agriculture 
in Action Tour, which was also the 
�rst event it held under the new 
structure. Featured in the Oct. 18 
edition of Buckeye Farm News, the 
tour attracted more than 200 people 

and targeted the non-farming pub-
lic with the goal of showing the con-
nection between non-farmers and 
farmers.

“All three action teams sat down 
together to decide what each had to 
do, then formed an agenda tying all 
areas together with a smooth �ow,” 
said Organization Director Korre 
Boyer, in relation to the planning 
process.

�e Organization team deter-
mined a budget for the event. �e 
Communications team worked on 
getting the word out through the 
media and advertising and worked 
with other organizations to align 
speakers and presenters. During the 
tour, the Public Policy team dis-
cussed policies related to the event, 
as well as the policy development 
process.

So much positive feedback was 
received that Marion County has 
decided to make the Agriculture in 
Action Tour an annual event.

Boyer said the new structure has 
made it easier to put on events. “Un-

der the old structure, two or three 
people would pull events together 
and a lot of assumptions were made,” 
he said. “Under the new structure, 
once they decide to hold an event, 
they look at how it impacts our poli-
cies and membership. Activities are 
much better planned and involve 
more people and resources.”

Read about 
more success under the 
new structure:

In addition to the 
Marion County story on 

Oct. 18, the cooperative e�orts 
of Wayne County’s three action 
teams were recently highlighted 
in a story on page one of the Nov. 
15 edition of Buckeye Farm News. 
Past Buckeye Farm News stories 
may also be read on www.ofbf.
org by clicking on Publications 
on the left side of the page, then 
Buckeye Farm News.

OFBF partnered with the Ohio Livestock Coalition 
and commodity organizations to continue delivering 
the message “Ohio Needs Livestock & Poultry Farm-
ers” to grain farmers and rural residents as part of a 
collaborative livestock industry image campaign.

The campaign was originally launched in 2006 
and provided information about the importance of 
the livestock industry through ads placed in a variety 
of media including billboards, radio and print. The 
ads show how livestock farmers are similar to grain 
farmers and other rural residents.

The livestock and poultry sector spends $120 million 
for feed and hay grown by other Ohio farmers, not 
including feed raised by farmers and kept to feed their 
own animals. The state’s livestock and poultry industry 
accounts for more than $8 billion in annual economic 
output while supporting more than 47,000 jobs.

OHIO NEEDS LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCERS.
BRYAN BLACK IS AN OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AWARD WINNER. AS A 
PORK PRODUCER IN OHIO, BRYAN MAINTAINS A HIGH LEVEL OF QUALITY THROUGHOUT 
HIS OPERATION, WHICH INCLUDES MANAGING IT IN A MANNER THAT PROTECTS THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND HIS NEIGHBORHOOD. SUPPORT YOUR OHIO LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 
PRODUCERS BECAUSE THEY SUPPORT US, OUR COMMUNITY AND OUR WAY OF LIFE.

[28625 OLC pk 12/06 - BFN]

www.ohiolivestock.org

“NOT ONLY DO WE HAVE TO BE  
GOOD STEWARDS OF THE LAND, AIR AND WATER, 
BUT ALSO GOOD NEIGHBORS, AS WELL.”

BRYAN BLACK, PORK PRODUCER

OHIO LIVESTOCK COALITION  
SALUTES BRYAN BLACK, 
OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL 

STEWARDSHIP AWARD WINNER.

Livestock on demand

Experts meet 
with focus on  
animal care

Supporting horse owners

ODA oversight

As farmers faced increasing public relations pressure regarding treatment of 
livestock, Buckeye Farm News ran a four-part series on how consumers, retailers 
and activists groups are shaping animal production practices. Titled Livestock 
on Demand, the series collected information from leading livestock industry 
experts over several months. Past articles can be found at www.ofbf.org

Installments included:
Animal rights agenda hits home: �r�� New stakeholders force change for farm-
ers, Sept. 6
Never enough: �r�� As science advances, activists unlikely to relent in animal 
welfare debate, Sept. 27
In sheep’s clothing: �r�� Guise of animal welfare gives credibility to radical 
group, Oct. 18
Trust at a tipping point: �r�� Can livestock farmers maintain long-held con-
sumer con�dence, Nov. 15

�e new demands of raising live-
stock were the focus of OFBF’s an-
nual special issues conference. �e 
meeting brought together farmers 
with livestock policy authorities 
from across the country. More than 
150 OFBF members and guests 
participated in the event in north-
west Ohio. Animal welfare, animal 
rights and public relations were 
topics covered by the experts that 
included Steve Kopperud, a Wash-
ington D.C. policy analyst, Andrew 
Gunther, who oversees purchasing 
for retailer Whole Foods, and Je� 
Armstrong, dean of Michigan State 
University’s agricultural college.

OFBF helped facilitate discussions that led to the formation of an equine 
organization that would speak with one voice for Ohio’s equine industry. Ac-
cording to a recent nationwide study by the American Horse Council, there 
are 306,898 horses in Ohio. �at’s an increase of more than 50 percent in the 
last decade. �e study showed that in addition to ranking 6th in the nation in 
number of horses, Ohio’s equine industry contributes more than $2.2 billion 
to the economy. It also provides more than 43,000 full-time equivalent jobs.

�anks to legislation supported 
by OFBF in previous sessions of 
the Ohio General Assembly, the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture 
has completed and submitted its ap-
plication seeking federal authority 
for issuing and enforcing National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permits for live-
stock farms.

While all farms in Ohio are 
prohibited from discharging ma-
nure, federal rules stipulate that 
concentrated animal feeding opera-
tions obtain a NPDES permit. �e 
permit is currently issued by the 
Ohio EPA. �e Ohio Department 
of Agriculture would be the �rst 
state agriculture department with 
NPDES authority.

Ohio needs  
livestock farmers

2007: A YEaR IN REVIEW


