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OFBF members around the state 
hosted U.S. senators and members 
of Congress on their farms at more 
than 20 forums and tours. �ese 
events allowed OFBF members to 
express their opinions directly to 
lawmakers about federal issues af-

fecting Ohio farms. Topics covered 
included national farm policy, spe-
cialty crop issues, disaster assistance, 
rural broadband development, im-
migration, energy, livestock issues, 
international trade, interstate ship-
ment of state-inspected meat and 

many more. More than 500 OFBF 
members participated in the on-farm 
events. OFBF also delivered more 
than 4,000 farmer-signed letters and 
postcards to Congress concerning 
animal rights, environmental legisla-
tion and the farm bill.

At the Statehouse, on Capitol Hill
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Membership in OFBF allows one to get a chance to in-
�uence policy at not only the local level, but statewide and 
national as well. �is year was no di�erent as Columbus 
and Washington, D.C. saw plenty of OFBF members.

Farm Bureau’s Ag Day at the Capital, held annually in 
Columbus, continued to give farmers from across Ohio 
the opportunity to meet and share concerns with state 
government leaders. In 2007, inclement weather led the 
event to be spread across three days, bringing in farmers 
from separate state regions each day. Issues discussed in-
cluded eminent domain, estate taxes, the state budget and 
environmental regulations. Members also have a presence 
in the Statehouse when voicing opinions and showing sup-
port for legislation pertaining to Ohio’s agricultural issues.

More than 130 OFBF members participated in trips 
to Washington D.C. this year as well. �ese trips included 
the annual County Presidents Trip, Key Farmer Trip and 
Young Leaders Trip. During trips, members learned more 
about federal government operations, gained information 
on key issues, in�uenced policy important to Ohio agri-
culture and learned more about what Farm Bureau does 

for its members. �e trips continue to provide OFBF’s 
farmer leaders the opportunity to learn about federal 
policy making and aid OFBF in advocating for issues such 
as farm bill, prevention of overly burdensome livestock 
and environmental regulation and new energy policy.

In 2007, a grassroots task force 
charged with ensuring that OFBF 
remain e�ective completed its 
134-page assessment of the organi-
zation. Included in the document 
were several recommendations to 
strengthen OFBF that will be con-
sidered by the board of trustees. �e 
“Enhancing the Vision” task force 
had met �ve times since it was cre-
ated in 2006. �e group was estab-
lished under the belief that OFBF 
must operate above the status quo 
to remain successful. 

Here are some of the highlights 
from the task force report which has 
been submitted to OFBF’s Board of 
Trustees.

Recommendations the board will 
consider:

Limit the size of Annual Meeting �r��
delegate body while maintaining 
equitable distribution of delegates 
among counties.
Transition OFBF’s Women Trust-�r��
ee Regions to at-large positions 
for which any active member 
could run regardless of gender.
Develop a plan to assist county �r��
Farm Bureau boards to reduce 
overhead costs and increase 
programming funds. A key com-
ponent could be a consolidation 
of 40 existing county o�ces into 
strategically located, economical-
ly e�cient shared o�ce centers.
Create a plan to increase active �r��
member participation in county 
Farm Bureau programs as well as 
to o�er involvement opportuni-
ties to associate members.
Develop a membership action �r��
plan that covers three years to �ve 
years focusing on growth, mem-
ber acquisition and increased 
retention.
Analyze if OFBF could achieve �r��
growth goals modifying the dues 
structure to a single statewide 
amount and/or tiered dues levels.
Expand the use of technology to �r��
improve membership enrollment 
processes including payment 
methods and options.
Expand volunteer recognition �r��
through a leadership accredita-
tion program.

A�rmations of the Task Force:
�e mission and vision of OFBF �r��
to support Ohio’s farmers is ap-
propriate.
�e governance of the organiza-�r��
tion should remain with the active 
farmer member. �e de�nition of 
active member is appropriate.
�e size of the OFBF Board of �r��
Trustees is appropriate, and it 
represents all of Ohio.
�e growth of OFBF is impor-�r��
tant, and strategies are needed to 
allow it to grow.
Volunteers and programming are �r��
key components of OFBF’s strength 
and should continue to be.

Furthering its approach to grass-
roots policy development, OFBF 
established new issue-based Adviso-
ry Teams. �e teams include Feed-
Grain Crops, Equine, Livestock and 
Dairy, Natural Resources, Rural 
Development, Specialty Crops 
and Labor. �ey replaced OFBF’s 
commodity advisory committees. 
Members of Advisory Teams discuss 
issues, write and recommend poli-
cies that may be voted on by OFBF’s 
delegate body and o�er suggestions 
on implementing existing policies. 
�ey are intended to give members 
who are interested in speci�c agri-
cultural issues an opportunity to 
become more active in policy devel-
opment. For more information visit 
www.ofbf.org and click on Advisory 
Teams.

OFBF’s Public Policy depart-
ment kept members informed of 
national and state a�airs important 
to farmers through its POWER 
(Policy Outreach with E�ective Re-
sults) Communication E-newsletter. 
�e weekly e-mail included Action 
Alerts, Issue Brie�ngs and Public 
Policy Updates. Some of the issues 
highlighted included the farm bill, 
eminent domain, immigration and 
fast tractor legislation. For more 
information on receiving the news-
letter, contact Nicole Clum, OFBF 
director of constituent action, at 
614-246-8247 or nclum@ofbf.org.

ground
from the

UP

Ohio’s Young Farmers join OFBF board members and staff outside of Capitol Hill during the Young Leaders Trip.

U.S. Rep. Charles Wilson takes the front seat on the trailer during recent 
farm tours in his eastern Ohio district to learn about constituent concerns.
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“We need to communicate 
with politicians so they 

know what we’re thinking 
about, how issues a�ect 
us and our ideas of what 
actions we’d like to see.”

~ Myron Wehr, farmer

Geauga County Farm Bureau member Gerald Mitchell, 
left, talks with Rep. Matt Dolan, R-Novelty, during Ag 
Day at the Capital in Columbus.

2007: A YEaR IN REVIEW
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OFBF built on grassroots support


