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CLONING from PG 2

diversion, that’s a good thing. And 
I support passing the compact to 
prevent diversion,” Grendell said.

But it’s one passage in the agree-
ment, which says that waters of the 
basin will be held in trust by the 
public, that concerns Grendell.

“If the government owns the 
water that’s held in public trust and 
they withhold the water from my 
farm, I have no, absolutely no, re-
course,” he said.

Grendell has introduced an alter-
native bill in the Senate that would 
clarify that the public trust language 
does not apply to tributary groundwa-
ter and non-navigable surface waters.

“It’s unacceptable to put the wa-
ter rights of Ohio’s farmers in the 
(northern) 35 counties at risk when 
you could �x it by making a simple 
four-word or eight-word correc-
tion,” he said.

Dolan maintains that the language 
does not mean privately-owned water 
would become public property.

“�e compact itself explicitly says 
that any statutory rights or common 
law water rights that you presently 
enjoy in Ohio will remain a�er the 
compact,” he said.

Ohio law clearly a�ords land-
owners a reasonable use of water on 
their property, he added.

Any signi�cant change to the 
document, such as Grendell’s sug-
gestion, would have to be approved 
by all partners in the agreement, 
according to Larry Antosch, Ohio 

Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF) 
director of environmental policy, 
who also served on an advisory com-
mittee for the compact.

As of press time, two states had 
already rati�ed the compact and 
both Canadian provinces had passed 
equivalent agreements. Other states 
were in various stages of signing on. 
But Wisconsin shares Grendell’s 
concern and also hopes to pass an al-
ternative bill. Some fear the changes 
could derail the agreement, which 
has been in progress for years.

Grendell’s concern for property 
rights is consistent with OFBF pol-
icy, Antosch said, as is a provision 
in the compact allowing Ohio to 
maintain control of its water with-
drawals within the basin. Farmers 
recently voiced their approval of the 
compact at OFBF’s annual meeting 
with some stipulations.

“As long as we’re supporting 
private property rights and Ohio’s 
right to manage its own resources,” 
Antosch said.

�e Senate appears unlikely to sup-
port the House bill and instead move 
ahead with Grendell’s proposal.

“While, yes, we should pass the 
compact to strengthen the laws 
against diversion, we shouldn’t give 
away or put at risk the private water 
rights of our farmers and landown-
ers as a price for passing the com-
pact. It’s a simple �x. We should �x 
it,” Grendell said.

put the claim on the labels,” Boggs 
told Ohio Farm Bureau Federation 
(OFBF) members at a recent meeting.

David White, OFBF senior 
director of policy research and de-
velopment, said the organization 
is pleased with ODA’s decision be-
cause it is in line with Farm Bureau 
policy set in November stating all 
food labeling claims should be sci-
ence-based, while false and mislead-
ing labels, promotional materials or 
other advertising for food products 
should not be used.

“OFBF policy calls for there 
to be a scienti�c test to make food 
labeling claims, but since there is no 

scienti�c test to prove that rbST is 
in milk, asking processors, market-
ers and producers to take certain 
measures to validate production 
practices is the only method cur-
rently available,” White said.

White, who represented OFBF 
on ODA’s dairy labeling advisory 
committee, agreed that produc-
ers have a right to commercial free 
speech when it comes to using labels 
to di�erentiate products. “But there 
is also an obligation to be truthful 
(through the rule),” he said.

ODA’s decision isn’t �nal, how-
ever. �e emergency rule is to re-
main in e�ect through the �rst week 

of May, while being reviewed by the 
Joint Committee on Agency Rule 
Review. Boggs said ODA believes 
the issue is important enough to 
warrant further consumer input and 
will therefore have a formal public 
hearing as part of the statutory rule-
making process. 

Some remain concerned producers 
that use rbST will experience a loss of 
market access as a result of the ruling.  
Others believe the rules are too strict. 
Boggs said he expects the ODA to be 
sued regarding its ruling.

“We would aggressively resist the 
lawsuit,” he said.

“We need to make sure that some 
of our major costs of doing business 
are at least predictable and reliable 
and not subject to volatile swings,” 
Fisher said.

Fisher touted the 
importance of agri-
culture to the state’s 
economy, highlighting 
a plan to have 25 per-
cent of Ohio’s energy 
come from advanced 
and renewable sources 
by 2025.

“We cannot do it 
without the Farm Bureau and the 
Farm Bureau’s members,” he said.

Farmers are also in position to 
partner with the state’s 2,800 poly-
mer companies to produce bioprod-
ucts, such as plastics, he added.

�e challenge, as noted by Bobby 
Moser, dean of Ohio State Univer-
sity’s College of Food, Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences, is cre-
ating viable products.

“It has to be functional and it has 
to be cost e�ective, and this is where 
the research comes in,” he said.

�at will require new lines of 
thinking from Ohio’s scientists, 
according to Rep. Steve Reinhard, 
R-Bucyrus, an advocate of linking 
farmers to the polymer industry.

“We have a lot of people trained 
in petroleum chemistry but not a lot 

of people trained in organic chemis-
try,” he said.

 Ohio’s once lagging ethanol in-
dustry could also be producing more 

than 500 million gallons 
of corn-based fuel  by 
year’s end. Department 
of Agriculture Direc-
tor Robert Boggs said 
critics of ethanol, who 
question its e�ciency 
and environmental 
impact,  may be missing 
the point of  a domestic 
fuel supply. 

“It’s about the economy, it’s about 
jobs and it’s about national security,” 
he said.

Ohio Democratic Party Chair-
man Chris Redfern and Rep. Matt 
Dolan, R-Novelty, gave farmers a  
political outlook, each con�dent 
their party would do well in upcom-
ing elections. While they disagreed 
on most issues, they both advocated 
an end to term limits.

“We don’t think long term any-
more,” said Dolan, adding there aren’t 
quick �xes the state’s challenges. 

Redfern said if OFBF were to 
pass a resolution opposing term lim-
its, it would “do tremendous work” 
in bringing attention to the issue.

“I hope Farm Bureau Federation 
does something really outstanding,” 
he said.

Possibly – but not for several years, said David White, 
Ohio Farm Bureau’s senior director of policy develop-
ment and research.

“We’re probably several years away from cloned meat 
coming into the food system. For the amount of money 
that has to be spent to develop this, you don’t want to 
turn it into hamburger,” he said.

Animal cloning dates back to 1996 with the success-
ful birth of Dolly the sheep. �e technique used to create 
Dolly has become routine in laboratories.

A major question is how receptive consumers are to 
the thought of eating meat from cloned animals. Some 
groups have already been urging consumers to ask restau-
rants and supermarkets to refuse meat that comes from 
cloned animals. And some consumer groups such as the 
Center for Food Safety are pushing for mandatory label-
ing of all products linked to cloning. �e FDA has said 
cloning labels are not necessary.

“Consumer acceptance is going to determine the 
ultimate success of cloning,” White said, noting that 
consumers are becoming more vocal about how they 

want their food processed. �e recent debate over rbST 
labeling on milk cartons is an example of that, he said.

American Farm Bureau supports “the continued devel-
opment of animal cloning as a means to advance assisted 
reproductive technology such as arti�cial insemination, 
embryo transfer and ‘in-vitro’ fertilization.”

Producers are expected to use cloning mostly to make 
copies of animals with exceptional characteristics such as 
quick growth and high milk production, White said. �e 
clones would then be used to breed animals for market. 
One company, ViaGen of Austin, Texas, has already pro-
duced clones that live on U.S. farmsteads. While the FDA 
has asked farmers to honor a voluntary moratorium on the 
sale of cloned meat and milk, at least one breeder has said 
the o�spring of his cloned cattle are in the U.S. food supply, 
according to a U.S. Department of Agriculture o�cial.

“We need to recognize that we need to be very active 
in this debate. We can’t a�ord to divide the farm com-
munity,” White said. “It should be the farmers’ choice; 
otherwise it will become more and more di�cult for 
them to remain competitive.”

now they were going up. It was the 
perfect storm.”

To qualify for CAUV, property 
under 10 acres has to have at least 
$2,500 of annual income from 
commercial agricultural use. Parcels 
over 10 acres are required to prove 
a commercial use, but there is no re-
quirement to show income. Because 
state law does not specify how the 
landowner can show a commercial 
use, auditors o�en ask for an income 
tax form because it is easy. However, 
Gearhardt noted that landowners can 
also submit receipts or weigh tickets. 
Doing so may help a property owner 
who leases the land to a farmer.

Gearhardt said that he has seen 
it happen where landowners were 
kicked out of CAUV because they 

told auditors that they don’t earn 
$2,500 per year because the rental 
payments were below that. He said 
that it is the value of the crops pro-
duced on the property that matters, 
not the amount of rental payment. 
He said landowners may need to 
�nd out how much income farmers 
are generating on the property.

For those who own woodlands, 
they are required to prove that the 
woods are devoted to a commercial 
use unless the woods are contiguous 
to another parcel of land that quali-
�es for CAUV. Proving commercial 
use for woodlands can be di�cult 
because state law does not specify 
how landowners have to show com-
mercial use. Many auditors simply 
ask for a forest management plan as 

the proof, Gearhardt said.
“Because the law doesn’t require 

a forest management plan, it’s my 
opinion that there’s other ways to 
prove a commercial purpose,” he 
said. “Getting a forest management 
plan can not only be expensive but 
time consuming, but it’s the easiest 
way to show commercial use.”

While having auditors inspect 
landowners’ properties for CAUV 
may be unsettling to some, the audi-
tors are o�en just doing their job, 
Gearhardt said.

“�is is not an adversarial situa-
tion; there’s a lot of concern. �ose 
who have parcels over 10 acres are 
not used to an auditor actually do-
ing inspections and have been taken 
aback,” he said.
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Here are some additional activities in which 
your support of Farm Bureau helped strengthen 

agriculture and rural Ohio.YOUR
on

behalf
UNDER ATTACK 
Activists continue 
attacks on animal 
agriculture, o�en 
distorting the facts 
�¯ OFBF assisted 
several members and county Farm 
Bureaus in planning strategy and 
issuing media responses.

MAKiNG CONNECTiONS
Technology can improve rural 
quality of life �¯  OFBF partici-
pated in an event highlighting a 
partnership  by supported by the 
Ohio Broadband Council between 
Adena Hospital in Chillicothe and 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital in 
Columbus that allows newborns to 
be clinically assessed without ever 
leaving the nursery.

GROWiNG STRONG
Farm Bureau’s membership base is 
vital to advancing Ohio agriculture 
�¯  OFBF has been active in mem-
bership events including regional 
kick-o�s and recruitment events.

BY THE LAW
Ohio farmers face numerous 
legal issues �¯  OFBF responded to 
member inquiries on dog nuisance, 
�eld drainage obstruction, worker’s 
compensation and labor issues.

PROTECTiNG RESOURCES
Farmers need representation as en-
vironmental polices are developed 
�¯  OFBF participated in a Lake Erie 
task force, which is reviewing phos-
phorus loading from Ohio tributar-
ies into the lake.

PROviDiNG INpUT
Members of the media o�en lack 
background on emerging issues 
�¯  OFBF provided expertise and 
opinion to reporters on topics such 
as cloning, bio-based products and 
new farming technologies.

GET SMART
Education can lead to 
sound farming practices 
and policies  �¯  OFBF 
discussed cooperative education ef-
forts with Ohio State’s Leadership 
Center. OFBF also participated in 
a partnership between multiple uni-
versities and government agencies 
to develop courses on sustainable 
approaches to high priority ag and 
watershed management. 

Hear more 
from the 
state leaders 
who spoke 
at Ag Day 

at townhallohio.org. 
Click on “Listen to the 
Shows.”


