Wise words

1941 county Farm Bureau president
still motivating members

Lester Miller was in awe the first
time he met the legendary Murray
Lincoln, Ohio Farm Bureau’s first
executive  secretary,

knew it at the time. The 15-year-old
playing xylophone was Jack Imel,
who later became famous for being

part of “The Lawrence

more than 50 years
ago.

In 1941, Miller was
elected president of
Mercer County Farm
Bureau and asked to
help revive the group,
which had a mere 13

Welk Show”.

‘I was a pretty
young lad, only 26,
back then. It was quite
a challenge to get the
county (Farm Bureau)
going again,  said
Miller, who has been

married 70 years

members.  With
the help of a Farm
Bureau district

representative and
Auglaize County

MILLER ON OFBF
MEMBERSHIP:

to Marguerite. “I
got a lot out of my
carly years with
Farm Bureau.”

members, Miller “You have hfe insurance, Miller was a

and a handful of . petroleum  tank
. auto insurance and .

his volunteers truck driver for

were able to sign property insurance. six years before

up 125 members
in one day. The
group decided to
celebrate with a
victory  banquet,
and the district
representative sug-
gested that Miller
invite Lincoln and
ask him to speak.
“My wife and I
went to Columbus
and were quite
awed by the op-
portunity to meet
such a dignitary.
We were just a
couple of young
whippersnappers,
and Murray Lin-
coln was a pioneer
of Farm Bureau,

You may never need
to use it yet you get
it. Membership is an
insurance policy. It
protects you as a farmer.
It protects your interest
at a very reasonable
cost. It’s difficult to
understand the farmer
who has so much a
invested in his farming,
in his equipment and
land, and is reluctant to
pay the $60 or so that it
costs to help protect their
benefits. Farm Bureau
is there to protect your

becoming a rural
letter carrier. He
credits Farm Bu-
reau with helping
prepare him for his
role as president of
the National Rural

Letter Carriers As-
sociation.
Today, Miller

doesn’t get out as
much but he’s still
staunch Farm
Bureau supporter.
He recently spoke
to a group of Mer-
cer County Farm
Bureau members
as they worked
membership.

“He was very
inspiring, He

said Miller, now interests” helped show us
93. “He had a how  important
spacious office Farm Bureau is
and huge desk. We were very im-  and how his participation with Farm
pressed.” Bureau led to bigger things for him

Lincoln spoke at the banquet,
which had a big turnout, Miller
said. He said another “dignitary”
was at the banquet but that nobody

and taught him about leadership,
said Jill Smith, organization direc-
tor for Allen, Auglaize, Mercer and
Shelby counties.

Teacher wins ag award

U Educator to travel to national
ag conference

Anne Bickley, a kindergarten
teacher at Milan Elementary in
Erie County has been selected as
a recipient of the American Farm
Bureau’s White Reinhardt Fund for
Education teacher
scholarship.

The scholarship
of up to $1,200 is
to support Bick-
ley’s  participation

Agriculture in the
Classroom Confer-
ence, June 25-28 in
Costa Mesa, Calif.
She is one of ten
recipients of the
scholarship nationwide.

“Anne is an outstanding example
of a teacher who has integrated ag-
riculture into the curriculum. With
the help of a local Farm Bureau
member, Anne used a different agri-
cultural product each month to help
students in the entire Kindergarten

“Anne is an
outstanding example
of a teacher who has
in the National jntegrated agriculture

into the curriculum.
~ Judy Roush, OFBF education

(three classrooms) learn key concepts
included in the learning standards for
language arts, social studies, science
and math, OFBF Education Spe-
cialist Judy Roush wrote in Bickley’s
award application.

Some of the highlights of Bick-
ley’s program in-
cluded field trips to
a local orchard and
hosting baby farm
animals in the class-
room. Bickley had
also been awarded
the county Farm
Bureau’s outstand-
ing educator award.

OFBF plans to
invite Bickley to
the next statewide
teacher conference to share her
strategies of using agriculture to
teach the educational standards.

“T am sure Anne will share knowl-
edge gained with students and
teachers in the school district and

specialist

across the state,” Roush wrote.
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Photographer Pat Elsass captured numerous images that give a behind-the-
scenes look at the beauty and business of agriculture in Shelby County.

Images from the Land:
A free concert in Shelby County

In Shelby County, agricul-
ture is king and one of the com-
munity’s most valued assets. The
families who operate the farms
and the community’s support-
ing businesses exemplify the
virtues that society holds in high
regard: hard work, strong values
and personal responsibility.

Photographer Pat Elsass has
captured more than 6,000 images of Shelby County
agriculture, focusing on seven farm families, all Farm
Burecau members: Jason and Angie Frantom, Bob and
Carol Kohler, Dave and Patty Mann, Tony and Joyce
Bornhorst, Ted and Jane Bornhorst, Mike and Ola Scha-
fer and Myron and Darcy Verdier. The images have been
combined into a pictorial review and will be shown at
two special concerts “Images from the Land” performed
by the Sidney Civic Band. The concert also will pay trib-
ute to 4-H and FFA programs.

Joyce Peters, who coordinates promotion and educa-
tion projects for the Shelby County Farm Bureau, has
been a part of the planning practically since the project’s

Date: March 29 and 30

Time: 7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday

Location: Sidney High School, 1215 Campbell
Road, Sidney, Ohio 45365

Cost: Concert is free. No tickets are required.

Information: Call the Gateway Arts Council in
Sidney for more information, 937-498-ARTS

inception. She said the two-year
endeavor is based on the Ag
and the Arts project from Clark
County (which was featured in
the Sept./Oct. 2005 Our Obio
magazine). The Shelby County
Farm Bureau is a financial
sponsor of the project. Other
sponsors include Gateway Arts
Council, Shelby County Soil
and Water Conservation District, Ohio State University
Extension Shelby County and the US. Department of
Agriculture Farm Service Agency.

After the concert, a DVD will be created for use in
classrooms, libraries and with service organizations. The
DVD will include the images used in the concert and a
lesson plan to raise questions, create discussion and estab-
lish factual information about agriculture. The project
received a grant from the Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation
to provide funding for the DVD.

“T just hope we have a big crowd that will learn more
about agriculture,” Peters said.

Photos by COSI Columbus

COSI at Columbus features numerous interactive exhibits as well as “extreme screen” movies.

Spring fun for youths at COSI

Youths looking for a day of science, square dancing,
extreme screen movies and fun should check out Farm
Bureau’s Youth Spring Fun Event.

The program will be held April 5 at COSI in Colum-
bus from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The cost is $10 per person
and includes admission to COSI and one extreme screen
movie — either “Greece: Secrets of the Port” or “Sea
Monsters 3-D”. The regular admission cost for COSIand
amovie is $18.50 for those ages 13 to 59.

“The Youth Spring Fun Event will give youths the op-
portunity to develop friendships and meet other Farm
Burcau members. It’s been several years since we went to
COSI, and it’s always fun to be there,” said Darrell Rubel,
OFBF’s director of volunteer development. He said that
the event has been held previously at Magic Mountain,
the Columbus Zoo and a Blue Jackets hockey game.

The day’s schedule: check-in from 10 a.m. to 10:30
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a.m.; exploring COSI and lunch on your own from 10
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and a square dance from 1:30 p.m. to
4 p.m.

Youths need to be
accompanied by an
adult, guardian or Farm
Bureau youth adviser.
Rubel said Farm Bureau
youths are encouraged
to bring non-Farm Bu-
reau members as a way
to introduce them to the
organization.

“This is an excellent
opportunity for people
who have never been to a Farm Bureau youth event to
join us,” Rubel said.

Date: April 5

Location: COSI in Columbus
Registration: Due March 28.
Contact your county Farm
Bureau, local youth council
adviser or Darrell Rubel at
614-246-8277.



