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ORGANIZATIONCOMMUNICATIONS

New episodes of Our Ohio TV
Beginning March 22, there will 

be new segments on the Our Ohio 
television series. Topics include 

Ohio State Uni-
versity’s Food 
Science pro-
gram, Red Brick 
Tavern, Leeners 
in Akron, which 

specializes in food and beverage 
home cra� supplies and Cham-
paign Springs, a dairy farm that 
grew into the Cabana Supper 
Club and then the Lakewood 
Swim Club. Today Champaign 
Springs is bottling spring water 
from artesian springs located on 
site. Selected segments from the 
show are posted at OurOhio.org 
in the TV/Videos section. To �nd 
out where Our Ohio is airing, go to 
TV/Videos, then Where to Watch.

County events
Several county Farm Bureaus are 

sponsoring Farmer’s Share Breakfasts 
in March to engage consumers and 
to highlight the a�ordability of the 
food supply. Check out the events 
listed at OurOhio.org. To submit a 
county event, go to Resources, list 
an event.

Promoting local meats
Our Ohio magazine will be print-

ing a story this summer 
about how consumers 
can go about purchas-

ing an animal at the 
county fair, then how 
to process the meat. 
Promoting local meats, 

including freezer beef, is 
a component of the story. 

If you sell meat to the public, 
please be sure this is included in 
your market pro�le on the Buying 
Local Directory. If you need to 
update your listing, e-mail buylo-
cal@ofbf.org or call Cindi Good, 
614-246-8241.

�P�v�s�!�P�i�j�p�!
Telling Agriculture’s Story

®

“Farm Bureau puts their money where their mouth 
is for good causes. �ey help small farmers. I believe 

strongly in what they do.”

~ Sandy Denes, Lorain County
It takes a while for Sandy Denes to rattle o� the many 

Lorain County Farm Bureau positions she has held over 
the years. She has been board president and secretary 
and member of the state policy, government a�airs and 
membership committees.

Denes has been a Farm Bureau 
member ever since she attended a 
Young Farmer conference in 1977. 
She has high praise for Farm Bureau, 
describing it as a “huge lobbying orga-
nization.”

“Farm Bureau puts their money 
where their mouth is for good causes,” 

she said. “�ey help small farmers. I believe strongly in 
what they do.”

Denes has three grown children and works for the 
Lorain Soil and Water Conservation District. She has 
raised small grain and livestock and has been a FFA and 
4-H Endowment Board member. She also is a member of 
Lorain County’s livestock sale committee and is a mem-
ber of St. Patrick’s Church.

“Farm Bureau gives you a political voice. I’m an avid 
Farm Bureau fan,” she said.

 “Ohio Farm Bureau members and employees are 
some of the very best people that you will come in 

contact with professionally and personally.”

~ Scott Donaldson, director of member programming
For almost a year, Scott Donaldson has been respon-

sible for leadership and training for the statewide volun-
teer membership campaign. But he has been involved 
with Ohio Farm Bureau for much longer.

Donaldson has been a member of the Montgomery 
County Farm Bureau for more than 
two decades and is a former OFBF 
organization director and regional 
supervisor. He has worked for Na-
tionwide Insurance as both an agent 
and in the property claims division 
– experience that helps him with 
membership sales promotions with 

Nationwide and Allied Insurance sale representatives. 
He also has been general manager of the Dayton branch 
of a construction �rm.

Donaldson graduated from Ohio State University with 
a bachelor’s degree in animal science. He is a member of 
Memorial United Methodist Church. Donaldson and his 
wife, Pamela, have two sons. 

“It’s great to work for an organization and with people 
that you are proud to be associated with,” he said. 

MaY WE INTROdUCE…

Allen Douce has been named 
as the top farm insurance agent in 
Ohio for Nationwide Insurance, 
with Jon Jordan and Paul E. Hall, II 
earning second and third positions 
based on their farm insurance sales.

�ousands of Ohio Farm Bureau 
members are served by Nationwide 
agents who focus on providing farm 
insurance with coverage enhance-
ments and discounted rates for 
OFBF members. Nationwide is the 
largest insurer of farms in the Unit-
ed States and has been sponsored by 
OFBF since 1926.

As part of the sponsor relation-
ship, Nationwide agents actively 
sell OFBF memberships along with 
insurance coverages with lower rates 
for OFBF members. Last year, Na-

tionwide agents sold 22,845 OFBF 
memberships, or 85 percent of all 
new OFBF memberships.

David Varner, whose agency 
is based in Hartville, was the top 

Nationwide farm 
insurance agent 
in membership 
sales, signing 210 
members. Ronald 
J. Smith was the 
overall top mem-
bership producer 
among Nation-

wide agents, signing 213 members 
through his agency in Middleburg 
Heights.

For his farm insurance sales pro-
�ciency,  Douce has been designated 
as a member of Nationwide’s Farm 

Agent Sales Team (FAST), which 
is composed of agents who excel 
in understanding and serving the 
insurance needs of farm customers. 
He is part of the �omas R. Milli-
gan Agency in Marion. Douce will 
be recognized at Nationwide’s FAST 
Track Conference in May.

Jordan and Hall, whose agencies 
are based in Greenville and Mount 
Orab respectively, also are FAST 
agents to be recognized at the con-
ference.

For more information about farm 
insurance and other coverages, con-
tact a nearby Nationwide Insurance 
agent and ask about rate discounts 
for OFBF members.

OFBF Cabinet Meetings:
Marvin Dietsch of Williams 

County was one of many local 
Farm Bureau leaders who met in 
regional cabinet meetings in Febru-
ary to share ideas and programs, 
receive training from staff and 
ensure county and state Farm 
Bureau programming is coordi-
nated. County presidents received 
a Washington, D.C. brie�ng, while 
sessions on marketing, planning 
successful events, working with the 
media, communicating with elected 
of�cials and getting involved in the 
political process were among many 
topics highlighted. 

“Leaders are eager to share what 
has been effective in their counties 
and to learn what has been success-
ful for other county Farm Bureaus,” 
said John Wargowsky, OFBF senior 
director of �eld communications. 
“The strong attendance at these 
meetings indicates their belief in 
the vision of Farm Bureau.” P
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Nationwide’s top farm and 
membership writers recognized

Douce 

WORK CLOTHES
Save 75% on Quality Work Clothes 

6 pants + 6 shirts $39.95  
Denim blue jeans 5pr for $25.00  

Lined work jackets $9.95 
Since 1968. Satisfaction Guaranteed!

1-800-233-1853 www.usedworkclothing.com

Advertise with us!
Contact Gayle Lewis  

at 614.246.8229 
or glewis@ofbf.org

tra Storage & Container 
Rental

Units for sale $500+Dayton
937.253.0004

(Can Deliver)

For three days last month, Ryan 
and Nikki McClure joined hundreds 
of young farmers in learning how 
to build their leadership skills and 
network with other young farmers. 
�ey also listened to motivational 
speakers and learned about the most 
pressing issues facing farmers today.

�e Paulding County couple and 
18 other Ohioans were among the 
more than 800 young farmers and 
ranchers nationwide who attended 
American Farm 
Bureau Federation’s 
Young Farmer and 
Rancher Leader-
ship Conference. 
�e conference was 
held in Baltimore 
from Feb. 16 to 18.

“It was a lot 
about team build-
ing,” Ryan Mc-
Clure said. “�e goal was to get us 
�red up, to help get young farmers 
excited about agriculture and into 
Farm Bureau.”

Ohio Farm Bureau sent 20 mem-
bers of its Young Farmer Commit-
tee to the conference, said Darrell 
Rubel, OFBF’s director of volunteer 
development. �e McClures are 
co-chairs of Ohio’s Young Farmer 
Committee, which consists of farm-
ers age 18 to 35.

“�e conference is about leader-

ship building. A lot of it is issue 
driven, dealing with issues like ani-
mal welfare, the farm bill and estate 
planning,” Rubel said.

One of the main things empha-
sized at the meeting was that Farm 
Bureau leaders need to make sure that 
their meetings or events are worthy 
of members’ time, McClure said.

“Time is extremely valuable to 
members. We learned that once we 
get them captive that we need to 

give good informa-
tion,” he said.

McClure, now 
24, said one of his 
fondest memories 
as a Farm Bureau 
youth was attending 
the Youth Leader-
ship Conference at 
Blu�on. He said 
the Young Farmer 

Committee is working on a summer 
conference that will be o�ered in 
each of Farm Bureau’s four districts. 
Planned events include farm tours, 
camping and Ag in the Classroom 
training.

“We’re trying for more locally 
based events, keeping time and fuel 
in mind. We’ve got quite a few 
things lined up,” McClure said. 
“Farm Bureau is the largest voice for 
agriculture and we’re trying to get 
that message out.”

As an incentive for volunteers 
to bring in new memberships, 12 
county Farm Bureaus organized a 
Farm Bureau day at CoCo Key Wa-
ter Resort at Cherry Valley Lodge 
in Newark. For each new member 
signed between kick-o� and Feb. 8, 
volunteers received a ticket to the 
water park and earned a free stay at 
the lodge for an evening by signing 
10 or more new members and be-
coming ambassador club members.

“We had several volunteers who 

were working hard for those tickets,” 
said Organization Director Kari 
Burkey. “It also enticed our advisory 
council to sell memberships as well.” 
More than 100 volunteers and their 
families made it to the park and two 
families stayed overnight. Counties 
participating included Belmont, 
Coshocton, Guernsey, Holmes, 
Knox, Licking, Monroe, Morgan, 
Muskingum, Noble, Perry and 
Washington.

20 young Ohio farmers attend 
AFBF leadership conference

Volunteers earn 
fun days through 

membership campaign

“�e goal was to get 
us �red up, to help get 
young farmers excited 
about agriculture and 
into Farm Bureau.”
~Ryan McClure, Young Farmer 

Committee co-chair

Trees: Seedlings and transplants for Christ-
mas trees, reforestation, windbreaks, wildlife 

habitat and ornamentals. WHOLESALE 
PRICES. FREE catalog and planting guide.

FLICKINGERS’ 
NURSERY

Sagamore, PA 16250 or 800-368-7381


