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Noteworthy

The Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) and the 
Association of Veterinarians for 
Animal Rights (AVAR) are forming 
a new veterinary advocacy organiza-
tion, the Humane Society Veterinary 
Medical Association.

Among other things, the new 
group says it will provide “advocacy 
for legislative, corporate and veteri-
nary medical school reforms.” Both 
HSUS and AVAR said they were 
frustrated with “industry-biased” 
positions taken by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA).

“AVMA is on the opposite side 
of animal protection advocates or 
neutral on a wide range of unaccept-
able abuses of animals, including 
the slaughter of horses for human 
consumption, the continued use 
of random-source dogs and cats in 
research, cruelty to ducks and geese 
in the production of foie gras, the 
confinement of veal calves, breed-
ing pigs and egg-laying hens in tiny 
crates and cages,” the organizations 
said in a press release.

David White, OFBF senior 
director of policy research and de-
velopment, said this effort threatens 

to diminish long-held relationships 
between animal owners and the vet-
erinary industry.

“The formation of this group 
should be viewed by all animal own-
ers as a serious threat to this founda-
tion and relationship for no other 
cause than to advance the animal 
rights agenda,” he said.

White said he is glad the new 
group will not affect the services and 
representation offered by the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Association.

“As the recognized voice of 
the profession, the AVMA will 
continue its focus on compassion, 
scientific validity and practicality 
in its answers to questions raised 
in the course of caring for animals. 
And, as always, the AVMA’s answers 
to those questions, and any related 
policies and recommendations, 
will represent the expert input and 
diverse practice experiences of our 
members,” he said.

On its Web site, the AVMA said 
it believes in practical and science-
based answers to animal welfare 
questions and criticized the efforts 
of HSUS.

“(The AVMA) evaluation of ani-
mal welfare issues includes looking 
at the entire system of animal care, 
not just one or two pieces of it as 
animal activist groups, like HSUS, 
do,” the association said.

The statement went on to say 
that changing one aspect of a system 
without consideration for how that 
aspect interacts with other features 
can result in poorer, rather than bet-
ter, animal welfare.

According to the AVMA, 
“HSUS and its allies can’t see the 
forest for the trees. They’re paying 
so much attention to a small detail 
that they’re missing the big picture…
If we really care about the welfare of 
the animal, we can’t afford to ignore 
the big picture!”

“Clarabelle — 
Making Milk and 
So Much More” by 
Cris Peterson has 
been named the 
winner of the 2008 
Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation Chil-
dren’s Literature 
Award.

The annual award 
recognizes the au-
thor of a children’s 
book that OFBF 
considers to be an especially impor-
tant contribution to American lit-
erature. This is the 19th consecutive 
year OFBF has recognized such an 
achievement.

Peterson is a five-time recipient 
of OFBF’s Children’s Literature 
Award, having previously been 
honored for writing “Extra Cheese 
Please” (1995), “Harvest Year” 
(1997), “Century Farm” (1999) and 
“Fantastic Farm Machines” (2006). 
In 2004, she was named National 
Dairy Woman of the Year at the 
World Dairy Expo for her writing 
and leadership in the agricultural 
industry.

“Cris Peterson is an expert on 
dairying because she lives and 
breathes it every day on her family’s 
farm in Grantsburg, Wisconsin,” 
said Judy Roush, OFBF education 
specialist.

“Clarabelle – Making Milk and 
So Much More” highlights Peter-

son’s large dairy 
operation while 
explaining the latest 
technology being 
used by dairy farm-
ers today including 
an anaerobic di-
gester system. It is 
published by Boyds 
Mill Press with pho-
tography by David 
Lundquist. The 
book was selected 
from nominations 

submitted by Farm Bureau mem-
bers, librarians and publishers.

“There was a particularly strong 
group of nominees this year,” Roush 
said. “Any of them would’ve been a 
wonderful selection for the award.”

To obtain copies of “Clarabelle – 
Making Milk and So Much More,” 
contact your county Farm Bureau 
office or visit www.ofbf.org and click 
on “Learning Resources.”
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Other books 
nominated for 
the award:
Apples by Jacqueline Farmer

Me and the Pumpkin Queen 
by Marlane Kennedy

The Super Soybean by Raymond Bial

The Vegetables We Eat by Gail Gibbons
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Leading animal rights groups have started a new veterinary association, 
calling the positions of the American Veterinary Medical Association 
“industry-biased.”
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When it comes 
to your teen driving, 
WE CAN 
HELP STEER 
YOU IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION

Talking to your teen about smart driving can be 
hard. So we created nationwidesmartride.com. 
There you’ll �nd tips and tools to help make your 
teen a smarter driver and help you e�ectively 
communicate with them. Because they’re ready, 
you should be too. 

Call a Nationwide agent and ask about 
discounts for Farm Bureau members.
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