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Ag Day: Montgomery County Farm Bureau member Ralph Dull (r) accepts the Ambassador of Ohio 
Agriculture Award from Agriculture Director Robert Boggs during Ag Day ceremonies held on March 20.  Boggs 
honored Dull on his Montgomery County farm for his dedication to agriculture production,innovative practices, 
environmental protection and work to sustain Ohio’s agriculture industry. The Dull Homestead, which features 
hogs, wind turbines and seed corn production, supports the local community through 17 full-time employees and 
250 seasonal workers. The farm has also enrolled more than 1,000 acres in farmland preservation programs.
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Animal-rights organizations have continued to assert 
their emotional in�uence thanks to a growing amount of 
public funding. In all, donations to animal-rights groups 
expanded by about 5 percent, reaching $295.8 million in 
2006. �e Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) 
and its subsidiaries accounted for 44 percent of all dona-
tions, remaining the nation’s largest animal-rights group. 
HSUS nearly doubled its charitable donations from 

around $75 million in 2004 to more than $130 million 
in 2006.

Visit www.OurOhio.org and search for HSUS to read 
OFBF Executive Vice President Jack Fisher’s editorial, A 
Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing, which brings attention to HSUS’s 
hidden agenda and questionable donation solicitation 
strategy.

Feeding the Frenzy

BUCKEYE FARM NEWS LETTERS POLICY:
Buckeye Farm News welcomes letters from our readers. Letters 300 words 

or fewer from OFBF members are preferred and may be edited. Letters 
should include a name, address and daytime phone number. 

Send letters to steter@ofbf.org or by mail to Letter to the Editor/Buckeye 
Farm News, P.O. Box 182383, Columbus, OH, 43218.

With the handful of food scares 
over the past several years, it seems 
that everyone and their brother is 
coming out of the woodwork to o�er 
up proposals to change the U.S. food 
safety system. As they say in Texas, 
there’s more rhetoric 
and notions going 
around than you can 
shake a stick at. In truth, 
we need to cut through 
all these weeds and take 
a thoughtful look at 
our food safety system; 
where we are and where 
we need to be.

Is our current food in-
spection system perfect? 
No, not by any stretch. Is 
there room for improve-
ment? Yes, there always is. Yet, in saying 
that, truth be told, Americans should 
feel con�dent that they continue to 
have one of the safest food supplies in 
the world.

It’s a Small World
�ere are currently 26 bills in 

Congress attempting to address 
food safety concerns, with propos-
als such as mandatory recall, user 
fees for inspections and forming a 
single food safety agency. While it’s 
likely these bills will get rolled into 
larger pieces of legislation, the exist-
ing multitude of proposals demon-
strates an increasing skepticism in 
public sentiment.

Problems with foodborne illness 
that have occurred within the past 
several years have been from both 
domestic and foreign products. �e 
light bulb, or I should say the �ood 
light, went on in consumers’ minds 
last year with the China pet food 
scare. At that point, the safety of 
imported food came under extreme 
scrutiny.

�e Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, which is responsible for 
regulating 80 percent of our food 
supply (the Agriculture Depart-
ment is responsible for 20 percent 
with jurisdiction over meat, poul-
try and processed eggs), relies on a 
single entry point inspection as food 
products cross our borders. Unfor-
tunately because of lack of funding 
and resources, 2 percent of all im-
ports are actually inspected.

Because of this, the FDA has 
devised a food protection plan that 
shi�s from relying on a single point of 
inspection to a more comprehensive 
plan that monitors foreign products 
throughout the entire production 
chain – from the farm to the fork. 

�e Farm Bureau-supported concept 
encompasses both unintentional 
(foodborne illness) and intentional 
(bioterrorism) food threats.

USDA already has in place fairly 
substantial regulations on overseas 

protections, including 
rules that each country 
whose food we import 
must have a safety system 
in place that is deemed 
equivalent to ours.

Home on the Range
Domestically, we 

have seen an increase 
in food contamination 
threats that parallels 
America’s drive toward 
modern convenience. 

For example, prior to pre-cut and 
bagged lettuce and other leafy 
greens, consumers cut and prepared 
their own produce. If there were 
harmful bacteria on a head of let-
tuce, illness was usually isolated to a 
single family. Now, with processing 
and packaging, pieces of that con-
taminated chopped head of lettuce 
could get thrown into 50 di�erent 
bags and shipped to anywhere from 
Seattle to St. Petersburg, thus broad-
ening the level of risk from a single 
household to nationwide.

While contamination can oc-
cur throughout all stages of food 
production, farmers are certainly 
ready to step up our e�orts to help 
eliminate all risks. Under the FDA 
plan, producers would be required 
to implement new food safety pro-
cedures, such as well water testing 
and worker sanitation practices, on 
what is known as at-risk products like 
strawberries, leafy greens and melons, 
or products with a history of risk.

Farm Bureau believes increased 
funding is necessary for both FDA 
and USDA to carry out their respec-
tive food safety missions. We also 
think a system needs to be in place 
that ensures food imports meet U.S. 
standards. Further, the inclusion 
of generally accepted agriculture 
practices for at-risk products within 
the FDA plan needs to be based on 
sound science. 

Farmers will continue to strive 
toward producing one of the safest 
food supplies in the world, while 
working with Congress, FDA and 
USDA to provide consumers with 
a topnotch food safety system. But 
to do so, it’s time we cut through the 
weeds and head down the path of 
well thought-out direction.

�e Ohio Department of Agriculture hopes updates 
to its Ohio Proud program make it easier for consum-
ers to �nd agricultural products that were made 
or grown in the state.  

�e re-launched program, which was 
created in 1993, features a new logo and 
tagline “Made in Ohio, Grown in Ohio,” a 
new Web site at www.ohioproud.org and a 
reduced fee structure for participants. 

Research conducted by Ohio State Uni-
versity had revealed that the original marketing 
program was not on target with changing consumer 
trends.  �e study revealed that 90 percent of those polled 

would spend more for an Ohio product over a national 
brand.  Consumers also want to know that their 

purchases help provide jobs and support Ohio’s 
farmers and agribusinesses.  However, the 
study showed that consumers did not relate 
the former Ohio Proud logo to agriculture 
and fresh, locally-grown products.

“�e improved Ohio Proud program 
falls right in line with our goal to provide 

safe, local foods to consumers and to create 
new opportunities for local growers, producers 

and processors,” said Gov. Ted Strickland.

‘Proud’ tradition gets new look

Changing our path 
to food safety

Visit us on  
the web at

www.ofbf.org

Organization
2006 2005

Change
(millions) (millions)

HSUS 
(and subsidiaries) $130.2 $119.9  9%

Friends of Animals (FoA) $5.6 $5.0  12%

People for the Ethical Treatment  
of Animals (PETA) $30.2 $25.8  17%

Compassion in World Farming $3.0 $1.4  114%

Source: Animal Agriculture Alliance

BY BOB STALLMAN, 
AFBF PRESIDENT
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A comparison of charitable contributions received by some of the more 
prominent animal-rights organizations in 2005 and 2006:


