- OPINION __
An open letter to farm critics

BY SETH TETER while dairy farmers may be paying more for fet=t, to the programs that deliver it as mametytoo pro table lest they be labeled & “com
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To all newspaper commentators and op-elfs interesting that concerns about foark full of advice from “think tank” researchéigert crops to value-added markets such &
DPMVNOJTUT ZPV PXF NF pBdes ar¥ SulvaBil thlayadwhen the faritibilear they have done little thinking outsétleanol. Remember, we're already paying neal

I've been reading that you don't like the fasrbeing rewritten. While we all want an abeiithe beltway. $4 for gourmet co ee, we cant aord to pay a
bill. You say it causes farmers to overprodang safe, a ordable food supply, you o enYou say family farms should be pro table,flewt cents more at the grocery store. You argt
corn, which drives down prices. e result, farms should rely more on market forces and nc
you say, is cheap soda and sugary snac’ ' government payments. But you criticize family
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prices, you'd be foolish not to gorge yourse “As energy costs have increased, it has become more expensive to process, package, and transpbrtU S\OWIBUFJUVBBYRGSGFNF
Coke and Twinkies, right? food items for retail sale. In addition, soaring demand overseas for U.S. dairy and meat produbt N Q81 B W | © V CIVKIIM M BBEP S

But wait. I've also been hearing that you ¢ has reduced quantities available at home, resulting in retail price increases at the grocery stofgbd and how it's willing to support farmers are
like ethanol either. You tell me we can't proc - Jim Sartwelle, American Farm Bureau Federation economist. sometimes at odds. While we all want family
enough corn both for food and fuel. You ct farms to succeed, you fail to recognize-the ec
plain youre paying more for everything fr nomic realities faced by farmers. Do you eve
movie popcorn to your Starbucks latte. consider farm debt, rising input costs and reli

Well, which is it? ance on o -farm income as you criticize farm

First things rst. | think we can agree that payments?
ing corn prices have recently resulted in hi " FSTPSWIGHR\VZHPMPEHFQPE
feed costs for livestock farmers. is is an is list of demands for the agriculture industry, |
the agriculture industry is working throuc | BS EENFA 42 PWOPXI B \CHTG BGB-S N
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overcome bigger challenges in the past. consumers.

But that's not why I'm confused. It's the f S8FhENMN F UUFSW BE U BEPXKD
UIRUFPOBCZP DFCBPI® CPY Although consumer food prices have recently increased, the paper and pulling a chair up to the farm

POGPSELPB CVDREWPWIFQDEF : . . kitchen table. ere we could nd a common
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- INDUSTRY NEWS
Shortage of large animals veterinarie
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Wisconsin, Dr. Tom Rosol love _ TIPS PGENFIB DJFFOQF SDFC
the diversity of his work and bein per year, which means that for every
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ODA s site for large livestock farms. Veterinary Medicine, Rosol loves be available to Il them.

working with veterinary student 40 - Congress is aware of the veterinar
ODA |aunches but has noticed that not very many ian shortage and is considering4egisla
. are interested in a large animal prac- tion that would provide capitalization
new ||VeStOCk tice. e reasons vary but the result 30 funds for veterinary schools so they
. is the same — there is a shortage of could build more teaching facilities
Web S|te large animal veterinarians in Ohi 201 and research laboratories.
and the rest of the country. OSU is trying to attract more stu
F OIJPOFQBSPIEHGS Rosol is head of the state’s orly dents to large animal practices by of-
DVMUOMWBFXBOWROBURF WFUFSIDOBRIEI DB E 10 fering its students a guaranteed spot
public inside a large livestock farrgraduates last year. Of those-gradu in the veterinary school, which this
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Source: Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine
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features virtual tours of hog, cattelD PNQBSJXFQW BFNBMM students in the College of Food,

dairy and poultry farms in Ohio. @ B O JNFBYND M Y BQ W/FFE P N J O R@d& and Glauer said there aseipport a food animal vet practice;H S J D VBVOEOIBING P @ N B-O |
BQQSPYUNBEERNIO V WpFactice. e breakdown is similar several possible reasons for the B®sol said. Both veterinarians sadéthces will be guaranteed admission tc
videos take viewers inside the barsWU | © B U JAFPWO HSW F U F S XtinB $hZarge animal veterinariansputheastern Ohio and small aresast school if they take speci ¢ classes
and cover all aspects of produgtionD IP@® T HSBE OBWE H@luding fewer students are from throughout the state have a shortaggOE NBJOUBJO B IJHI (
PBVMBSBBR"JBFTQP OWdEIdsFyear, only 197 went intoraral background and being a largé large animal vets. “We're hoping that these select
for regulating farms large enough thvl B 8198 WEBWM Y RS B DRJIJFDB-O J WHBSTF R BM & XPFSS.  Having a shortage of large animsiudents will continue to show their
CPOHMBTBBHFEDFO UGB UFES BURDIFN F S JDRBUF S J @8 Znd more time on call and oreterinarians would be “catastrophmommitment to being a food animal
NBM 'FFEJOH OQFSBUJFEIDBM'OMTPDJIJBUJPOIEFFREMUYIMF BKA A& F N B Of&r the industry and for society,vet,” Rosol said.
"MTIFODMVEFIEH JUB “is is a problem that has beenfor veterinarians in all types of prasaid Dr. Lyle Vogel, director of OSU also plans to develop a
TFBSDNB@QMBWJSUDT| DPNP@HS P CBWUIWMHE B TU tices; the average OSU graduater . " T" O JN®&AW GBIBW J T p@duction animal institute, which
by county as well as complete infor ZF B*&JBQ S P CIMWHAKMIOBFDFJIJWFE KPC P F'3T" MBIBTARBERZIRB $B Uvould have all the large animal vets
mation on the livestock permittingrecognized,” said Dr. Dave Glauer, “It's a manpower issue and econthe demand for food supply vets iB OFEY Q FNsQBFCBFN C SB M M
process. e site is located at member of the Ohio VeterinaryNZ JTTVF "O BSFB U pBidcted toTirardasé Bawhed&st H2ldress the current needs of rural
PIJPBHSJDVMUVSF HPRME VBN "TTPDJBUJPIlarge density of (large) animals cap&rcent to 13 percent between no®@hio and beyond,” Rosol said.

Trade agreements in 30 minutes

Sitting at individually numbered tablesttracted 21 international buyers represedtl FW F BWB MBNOFEB WW Y QP SU u
FBRBIBE NJOVWHAMTPXIF Jig 17 countries, some looking for their &tvord said.
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the opportunity to pitch their goods tdim Sword. “More importantly, two-third&rove, came to test the international mar
markets overseas without ever crossingttiee world’s purchasing power is outsidé LBFI B W FY WSHBM B/ ODEP VM EL F
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in Columbus. markets.” small companies know that these are legiti-
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"TT P D JBWIFPEOX U U | FW F @adldn't even think would be interestedvire can do.” ?h“:g‘r‘zzsu‘é‘;“h international buyers considering importing

Photo by Dan Toland

August 16, 2007 | ofbf.org



