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INDUSTRY NEWS

OpINION

BY SEtH TEtER

To all newspaper commentators and op-ed 
�D�P�M�V�N�O�J�T�U�T�
 �Z�P�V �P�X�F �N�F �B�O �F�Y�Q�M�B�O�B�U�J�P�O��

I’ve been reading that you don’t like the farm 
bill. You say it causes farmers to overproduce 
corn, which drives down prices. �e result, 
you say, is cheap soda and sugary snacks and 
�B�O �F�O�T�V�J�O�H �P�C�F�T�J�U�Z �F�Q�J�E�F�N�J�D�� �"���F�S �B�M�M�
 �B�U �U�I�F�T�F 
prices, you’d be foolish not to gorge yourself on 
Coke and Twinkies, right?

But wait. I’ve also been hearing that you don’t 
like ethanol either. You tell me we can’t produce 
enough corn both for food and fuel. You com-
plain you’re paying more for everything from 
movie popcorn to your Starbucks latte.

Well, which is it?
First things �rst. I think we can agree that ris-

ing corn prices have recently resulted in higher 
feed costs for livestock farmers. �is is an issue 
the agriculture industry is working through, 
and farmers have certainly worked together to 
overcome bigger challenges in the past.

But that’s not why I’m confused. It’s the fact 
�U�I�B�U �U�I�F�S�F���T �P�O�M�Z �B�C�P�V�U �� �D�F�O�U�T �P�G �D�P�S�O �J�O �B ���� �C�P�Y 
�P�G �D�P�S�O ���B�L�F�T �P�S �B ���� �C�V�D�L�F�U �P�G �N�P�W�J�F �Q�P�Q�D�P�S�O�� 
�" �D�B�O �P�G �T�P�E�B �D�P�O�U�B�J�O�T �B�C�P�V�U �P�O�F �Q�F�O�O�Z���T �X�P�S�U�I 
�P�G �D�P�S�O�� �"�T �G�P�S �4�U�B�S�C�V�D�L�T �M�B�U�U�F�T�
 �M�F�U���T �D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S �U�I�B�U 

while dairy farmers may be paying more for feed, 
they can’t pass that cost on to consumers.

It’s interesting that concerns about food 
prices are surfacing in a year when the farm bill 
is being rewritten. While we all want an abun-
dant, safe, a�ordable food supply, you o�en 

refer to the programs that deliver it as merely 
�H�P�W�F�S�O�N�F�O�U �X�B�T�U�F�� �"�O�E �X�I�J�M�F �U�I�F �P�Q�J�O�J�P�O �Q�B�H�F�T 
are full of advice from “think tank” researchers, 
it’s clear they have done little thinking outside 
of the beltway.

You say family farms should be pro�table, but 

not too pro�table lest they be labeled a “com-
�N�F�S�D�J�B�M�u �P�S �i�D�P�S�Q�P�S�B�U�F�u �G�B�S�N�� �"�O�E �X�F �N�V�T�U�O�h�U 
divert crops to value-added markets such as 
ethanol. Remember, we’re already paying nearly 
$4 for gourmet co�ee, we can’t a�ord to pay a 
few cents more at the grocery store. You argue 
farms should rely more on market forces and not 
government payments. But you criticize family 
�G�B�S�N�F�S�T �X�I�P �F�Y�Q�B�O�E �E�V�F �U�P �N�B�S�L�F�U �Q�S�F�T�T�V�S�F��

���F �U�S�V�U�I �J�T �U�I�B�U �U�I�F �T�J�U�V�B�U�J�P�O �J�T �F�Y�U�S�F�N�F�M�Z 
�D�P�N�Q�M�F�Y�� �8�I�B�U �U�I�F �Q�V�C�M�J�D �J�T �X�J�M�M�J�O�H �U�P �Q�B�Z �G�P�S 
food and how it’s willing to support farmers are 
sometimes at odds. While we all want family 
farms to succeed, you fail to recognize the eco-
nomic realities faced by farmers. Do you ever 
consider farm debt, rising input costs and reli-
ance on o�-farm income as you criticize farm 
payments?

�"���F�S �T�P�S�U�J�O�H �U�I�S�P�V�H�I �Z�P�V�S �I�P�E�H�F�Q�P�E�H�F 
list of demands for the agriculture industry, I 
�I�B�S�E�M�Z �C�F�M�J�F�W�F �Z�P�V �L�O�P�X �X�I�B�U�h�T �C�F�T�U �G�P�S �G�B�S�N-
�F�S�T�� �/�P �E�P�V�C�U �Z�P�V �P�O�M�Z �D�P�O�G�V�T�F �U�I�F �J�T�T�V�F �G�P�S 
consumers.

�8�F�h�E �B�M�M �C�F �C�F�U�U�F�S �T�F�S�W�F�E �C�Z �Q�V�U�U�J�O�H �E�P�X�O 
the paper and pulling a chair up to the farm 
kitchen table. �ere we could �nd a common 
sense solution that just might allow us to have 
our corn and eat it too.

FOOD PRiCES On THE RiSE
“As energy costs have increased, it has become more expensive to process, package, and transport 
food items for retail sale. In addition, soaring demand overseas for U.S. dairy and meat products 
has reduced quantities available at home, resulting in retail price increases at the grocery store” 
--  Jim Sartwelle, American Farm Bureau Federation economist.

An open letter to farm critics

Bread (per lb)

June:  $1.19
Start of 2007: $1.15
1 year ago: $1.08

Ground Chuck  
(per lb):

June: $ 2.74
Start of 2007: $2.63
1 year ago: $2.54

Eggs (per dozen)

June: $1.37
Start of 2007: $1.55
1 year ago: $1.24

Milk (per gallon)

June: $3.42
Start of 2007: $3.07
1 year ago: $3.02

ODA launches 
new livestock 
Web site

���F �0�I�J�P �%�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U �P�G �"�H�S�J-
�D�V�M�U�V�S�F �	�0�%�"�
 �X�B�O�U�T �U�P �U�B�L�F �U�I�F 
public inside a large livestock farm. 
�e department recently launched a 
new Web site for its Livestock Envi-
�S�P�O�N�F�O�U�B�M �1�F�S�N�J�U�U�J�O�H �1�S�P�H�S�B�N �U�I�B�U 
features virtual tours of hog, cattle, 
dairy and poultry farms in Ohio. �e 
�B�Q�Q�S�P�Y�J�N�B�U�F�M�Z �U�I�S�F�F �U�P �G�P�V�S �N�J�O�V�U�F 
videos take viewers inside the barns 
and cover all aspects of production 
�P�O �B �M�B�S�H�F �G�B�S�N�� �0�%�" �J�T �S�F�T�Q�P�O�T�J�C�M�F 
for regulating farms large enough to 
�C�F �D�M�B�T�T�J���F�E �B�T �$�P�O�D�F�O�U�S�B�U�F�E �"�O�J-
�N�B�M �'�F�F�E�J�O�H �0�Q�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�T �	�$�"�'�0�T�
��

�"�M�T�P �J�O�D�M�V�E�F�E �P�O �U�I�F �T�J�U�F �J�T �B 
�T�F�B�S�D�I�B�C�M�F �N�B�Q �U�I�B�U �M�J�T�U�T �$�"�'�0�T 
by county as well as complete infor-
mation on the livestock permitting 
process. �e site is located at www.
�P�I�J�P�B�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F���H�P�W���M�F�Q�Q��

ODA’s site for large livestock farms.
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eEnrollment at the OSU Veterinary College
�"�T �B �M�B�S�H�F �B�O�J�N�B�M �W�F�U�F�S�J�O�B�S�J�B�O �J�O 

Wisconsin, Dr. Tom Rosol loved 
the diversity of his work and being 
�P�V�U �J�O �U�I�F �D�P�V�O�U�S�Z�� �/�P�X �B�T �E�F�B�O �P�G 
Ohio State University’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Rosol loves 
working with veterinary students 
but has noticed that not very many 
are interested in a large animal prac-
tice. �e reasons vary but the result 
is the same – there is a shortage of 
large animal veterinarians in Ohio 
and the rest of the country.

Rosol is head of the state’s only 
�W�F�U�F�S�J�O�B�S�Z �T�D�I�P�P�M�
 �X�I�J�D�I �I�B�E ������ 
graduates last year. Of those gradu-
�B�U�F�T�
 �P�O�M�Z �T�J�Y �X�F�O�U �J�O�U�P �B �M�B�S�H�F �B�O�J�N�B�M 
�F�Y�D�M�V�T�J�W�F �P�S �Q�S�F�E�P�N�J�O�B�O�U �Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F 
�B�O�E ���� �J�O�U�P �B �N�J�Y�F�E �Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F�� �*�O 
�D�P�N�Q�B�S�J�T�P�O�
 ���� �X�F�O�U �J�O�U�P �B �T�N�B�M�M 
�B�O�J�N�B�M �F�Y�D�M�V�T�J�W�F �P�S �Q�S�F�E�P�N�J�O�B�O�U 
practice. �e breakdown is similar 
�B�U �U�I�F �O�B�U�J�P�O���T �P�U�I�F�S ���� �W�F�U�F�S�J�O�B�S�Z 
�T�D�I�P�P�M�T�� �0�G ���
������ �H�S�B�E�V�B�U�F�T �O�B�U�J�P�O-
wide last year, only 197 went into a 
�M�B�S�H�F �B�O�J�N�B�M �P�S �N�J�Y�F�E �Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F�
 �B�D-
�D�P�S�E�J�O�H �U�P �U�I�F �"�N�F�S�J�D�B�O �7�F�U�F�S�J�O�B�S�Z 
�.�F�E�J�D�B�M �"�T�T�P�D�J�B�U�J�P�O �	�"�7�.�"�
��

“�is is a problem that has been 
�D�P�N�J�O�H �P�O �Q�S�P�C�B�C�M�Z �P�W�F�S �U�I�F �M�B�T�U �����
 
���� �Z�F�B�S�T�� �*�U���T �B �Q�S�P�C�M�F�N �T�M�P�X�M�Z �C�F�J�O�H 
recognized,” said Dr. Dave Glauer, 
a member of the Ohio Veterinary 
�.�F�E�J�D�B�M �"�T�T�P�D�J�B�U�J�P�O��

Rosol and Glauer said there are 
several possible reasons for the de-
cline in large animal veterinarians, 
including fewer students are from a 
rural background and being a large 
�B�O�J�N�B�M �W�F�U �D�B�O �S�F�R�V�J�S�F �B �M�P�O�H�F�S �X�P�S�L 
week and more time on call and on 
�U�I�F �S�P�B�E�� �1�M�V�T �U�I�F�S�F���T �B �M�P�U �P�G �E�F�N�B�O�E 
for veterinarians in all types of prac-
tices; the average OSU graduate 
�S�F�D�F�J�W�F�E ������ �K�P�C �P���F�S�T �M�B�T�U �Z�F�B�S��

“It’s a manpower issue and econo-
�N�Z �J�T�T�V�F�� �"�O �B�S�F�B �U�I�B�U �E�P�F�T�O���U �I�B�W�F �B 
large density of (large) animals can’t 

support a food animal vet practice,” 
Rosol said. Both veterinarians said 
southeastern Ohio and small areas 
throughout the state have a shortage 
of large animal vets.

Having a shortage of large animal 
veterinarians would be “catastrophic 
for the industry and for society,” 
said Dr. Lyle Vogel, director of 
�"�7�.�"���T �"�O�J�N�B�M �8�F�M�G�B�S�F �%�J�W�J�T�J�P�O�� 
�"�7�.�"  �T�B�J�E �J�O �B �T�U�V�E�Z �M�B�T�U �Z�F�B�S �U�I�B�U 
the demand for food supply vets is 
projected to increase a modest 12 
percent to 13 percent between now 

�B�O�E ���������� ���F �S�F�T�F�B�S�D�I �G�P�S�F�D�B�T�U �B 
�T�I�P�S�U�G�B�M�M �P�G �� �Q�F�S�D�F�O�U �U�P �� �Q�F�S�D�F�O�U 
per year, which means that for every 
������ �G�P�P�E �T�V�Q�Q�M�Z �W�F�U�F�S�J�O�B�S�J�B�O �K�P�C�T 
�B�W�B�J�M�B�C�M�F�
 �P�O�M�Z ���� �W�F�U�F�S�J�O�B�S�J�B�O�T �X�J�M�M 
be available to �ll them.

Congress is aware of the veterinar-
ian shortage and is considering legisla-
tion that would provide capitalization 
funds for veterinary schools so they 
could build more teaching facilities 
and research laboratories.

OSU is trying to attract more stu-
dents to large animal practices by of-
fering its students a guaranteed spot 
in the veterinary school, which this 
�Z�F�B�S �B�U�U�S�B�D�U�F�E ���
������ �R�V�B�M�J���F�E �D�B�O�E�J-
�E�B�U�F�T �G�P�S ������ �T�Q�P�U�T�
 �3�P�T�P�M �T�B�J�E�� �4�U�B�S�U-
�J�O�H �O�F�Y�U �B�D�B�E�F�N�J�D �Z�F�B�S�
 �T�P�N�F �0�4�6 
students in the College of Food, 
�"�H�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�B�M �B�O�E �&�O�W�J�S�P�O�N�F�O�U�B�M �4�D�J-
ences will be guaranteed admission to 
vet school if they take speci�c classes 
�B�O�E �N�B�J�O�U�B�J�O �B �I�J�H�I �(�1�"��

“We’re hoping that these select 
students will continue to show their 
commitment to being a food animal 
vet,” Rosol said.

OSU also plans to develop a 
production animal institute, which 
would have all the large animal vets 
�B�O�E �F�Y�Q�F�S�U�T �i�V�O�E�F�S �P�O�F �V�N�C�S�F�M�M�B �U�P 
address the current needs of rural 
Ohio and beyond,” Rosol said.

Shortage of large animals veterinarians nationwide

Sitting at individually numbered tables, 
�F�B�D�I �Q�B�S�U�Z �I�B�E ���� �N�J�O�V�U�F�T �U�P �T�I�P�X �U�I�F�J�S 
possible suitor why they may be a perfect 
match, in hopes that at the end of the day 
�B�U �M�F�B�T�U �P�O�F �X�P�V�M�E �X�B�O�U �U�P �F�Y�D�I�B�O�H�F �Q�I�P�O�F 
numbers.

In a scene akin to a singles speed-dating 
event, 23 Ohio-based producers were given 
the opportunity to pitch their goods to 
markets overseas without ever crossing the 
border at the Midwest Buyers Mission held 
July 19 at the Easton Town Center Hilton 
in Columbus.

�)�P�T�U�F�E �C�Z �U�I�F �0�I�J�P �%�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U �P�G �"�H-
�S�J�D�V�M�U�V�S�F �	�0�%�"�
 �U�I�S�P�V�H�I �U�I�F �'�P�P�E �&�Y�Q�P�S�U 
�"�T�T�P�D�J�B�U�J�P�O �P�G �U�I�F �.�J�E�X�F�T�U �6�4�"�
 �U�I�F �F�W�F�O�U 

attracted 21 international buyers represent-
ing 17 countries, some looking for their �rst 
U.S. product to market overseas, while oth-
�F�S�T �X�F�S�F �M�P�P�L�J�O�H �U�P �F�Y�Q�B�O�E �F�Y�J�T�U�J�O�H �Q�S�P�E�V�D�U 
lines.

“�e majority of the world’s market, over 
���� �Q�F�S�D�F�O�U�
 �J�T �P�V�U�T�J�E�F �U�I�F �6�O�J�U�F�E �4�U�B�U�F�T�
�u 
�T�B�J�E �0�%�" �*�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M �5�S�B�E�F �"�E�W�J�T�F�S 
Tim Sword. “More importantly, two-thirds 
of the world’s purchasing power is outside 
of the United States. So it’s important to 
look outside the borders to attract new 
markets.”

“We’ve received a very positive response 
and have found that a lot of companies we 
wouldn’t even think would be interested in 

�U�I�J�T �F�W�F�O�U �I�B�W�F �D�B�M�M�F�E �B�O�E �X�B�O�U �U�P �F�Y�Q�P�S�U�
�u 
Sword said.

�'�P�S ���������
 �U�I�F �P�O�F���P�O���P�O�F �N�F�F�U�J�O�H�T �Q�S�P-
vided a cost-e�ective opportunity for suppli-
ers to gain valuable feedback regarding their 
products in various countries’ markets.

�+�F�� �/�P�S�E�I�B�V�T�
 �B �U�I�J�S�E���H�F�O�F�S�B�U�J�P�O �Q�S�P-
ducer of sassafras-based tea from Columbus 
Grove, came to test the international mar-
�L�F�U�� �i�8�F �I�B�W�F �F�Y�U�S�B �W�P�M�V�N�F �B�O�E �X�P�V�M�E �M�J�L�F 
�U�P �J�O�D�S�F�B�T�F �T�B�M�F�T�
 �T�P �X�F �X�B�O�U �U�P �T�F�F �J�G �F�Y�Q�P�S�U-
�J�O�H �J�T �G�P�S �V�T�
�u �I�F �T�B�J�E�� �i���S�P�V�H�I �0�%�"�
 �X�F 
small companies know that these are legiti-
mate buyers, and we can peer over the edge 
�B �M�J�U�U�M�F �C�J�U �U�P �T�F�F �J�G �	�F�Y�Q�P�S�U�J�O�H�
 �J�T �T�P�N�F�U�I�J�O�H 
we can do.”

Trade agreements in 30 minutes

Representatives of an Ohio-based popcorn company talk 
business with international buyers considering importing 
the product.
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and American Farm Bureau Federation

Although consumer food prices have recently increased, 
the farmer's share of the food dollar has steadily declined 
from ��� in the mid-1970s to ��� today.


