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Quality Coverage 
for People with 
Farms
As the leading farm insurer in the nation, 
Nationwide® understands your coverage needs. 
We design policies especially for you.

�' Comprehensive property and liability insurance 
to suit your unique operation.

�' Claims experts and loss control specialists to help 
avoid losses and settle claims quickly. 

�' #1 U.S. farm insurer and trusted partner with 
American farmers for more than 80 years.

Call your local Nationwide agent today and ask 
about discounts for Farm Bureau members.  
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Endorsed by

Editor’s note: Following is Columbus Dis-
patch columnist Joe Blundo’s humorous spin on 
two important ag issues – farmland preservation 
and biofuels. Enjoy!

�e demand for ethanol is rising. Ethanol is 
a fuel made from corn. Corn is suddenly fetch-
ing higher prices.

Do you see something 
interesting in this trend?

I do.
What if we are on 

the verge of a reversal in 
development patterns? 
What if suburban sub-
divisions are leveled to 
make way for lucrative 
corn�elds?

Granted, the scenario 
is a little far-fetched, but 

you have to admit that it would make for some 
unusual news stories:

Rural sprawl causes con�ict
�"�T �D�F�O�U�S�B�M �0�I�J�P�h�T �T�V�C�V�S�C�T �H�J�W�F �X�B�Z �U�P �D�P�S�O-

�elds, residents lament a vanishing way of life.
�-�B�S�S�Z �5�Z�W�F�L �P�G �1�P�X�F�M�M �T�I�P�P�L �I�J�T �I�F�B�E �B�T �I�F 

�T�U�P�P�E �P�V�U�T�J�E�F �I�J�T ���
���������T�R�V�B�S�F���G�P�P�U �I�P�V�T�F�
 �U�I�F 
last one standing in a suddenly rural neighbor-
hood.

���" �H�F�O�F�S�B�U�J�P�O �P�G �5�Z�W�F�L�T �X�P�S�L�F�E �U�I�J�T �M�B�O�E�
�� 
he said sadly. "We mowed it, applied broad-
leaf-weed control, tended our �ocks of golden 
�S�F�U�S�J�F�W�F�S�T�� �#�V�U �O�P�X �J�U�h�T �B�M�M �D�I�B�O�H�J�O�H����

One by one, his suburban neighbors have sold 
their McMansions to farmers seeking land to 
�H�S�P�X �U�I�F �D�P�S�O �U�I�B�U �T�V�Q�Q�M�J�F�T �U�I�F �O�B�U�J�P�O�h�T �F�U�I�B�O�P�M��

�e agricultural sprawl has fundamentally 
altered the suburban environment, Tyvek said.

"It used to be we lived close to nature. We 
�I�B�E �E�F�F�S �O�J�C�C�M�J�O�H �P�O �U�I�F �T�I�S�V�C�T�
 �T�R�V�J�S�S�F�M�T �F�B�U-
ing birdseed, geese nesting around the hot tub. 
�/�P�X �U�I�B�U�h�T �B�M�M �H�P�O�F�� �8�F �E�F�T�U�S�P�Z�F�E �U�I�F �I�B�C�J�U�B�U 
that so much suburban wildlife depended on."

���F �G�B�S�N�F�S�T �X�I�P �N�P�W�F�E �J�O �B�S�F�O�h�U �U�P�M�F�S�B�O�U �P�G 
suburban lifestyles, either, he said.

"�ey complain about the noise from our 
leaf blowers. �ey say our giant strollers take up 
�U�P�P �N�V�D�I �S�P�P�N �J�O �H�S�P�D�F�S�Z���T�U�P�S�F �B�J�T�M�F�T�� �8�F�M�M�
 �*�h�N 
�T�P�S�S�Z�
 �C�V�U �U�I�B�U�h�T �I�P�X �J�U �J�T �J�O �U�I�F �T�V�C�V�S�C�T����

Suburban shrinkage plagues central Ohio
�$�P�M�V�N�C�V�T�h �P�V�U�F�S���S�J�O�H �T�V�C�V�S�C�T �M�P�T�U ���� �Q�F�S-

cent of their population last year as corn�elds 
continued to gobble up prime residential 
land.

���F �1�J�D�L�F�S�J�O�H�U�P�O �B�S�F�B�
 �P�O�D�F �U�I�J�D�L�M�Z �Q�P�Q�V-
lated with houses on cul-de-sacs, has seen a 
third of its land sold to ethanol interests in the 
past year.

�e change has le� school districts with de-
pleted marching bands and cities with a declin-
�J�O�H �R�V�B�M�J�U�Z �P�G �M�J�G�F��

"�is was once strip malls and convenience 
stores as far as the eye could see," said Council-
�N�B�O �#�J�M�M �$�V�S�C�D�V�U�
 �T�U�B�O�E�J�O�H �B�N�J�E �B �W�B�T�U �F�Y�Q�B�O�T�F 
�P�G �D�P�S�O�� ���/�P�X�  �*�U�h�T �� �N�J�M�F�T �U�P �U�I�F �O�F�B�S�F�T�U �#�J�H 
�(�V�M�Q�� �" �N�B�O �D�P�V�M�E �E�J�F �P�G �E�F�I�Z�E�S�B�U�J�P�O����

State to preserve subdivision
�e former Oak Heather Meadow Glen 

Mews subdivision in Westerville will become 
a historical park, the state of Ohio announced 
today.

�e shi� is part of a state e�ort to preserve 
suburban history from the pre-ethanol era.

Visitors to the park will be able to par-
ticipate in activities such as sealing a driveway, 

hosing o� lawn furniture and picking up a car-
ryout dinner from Giant Eagle.

���5�P�E�B�Z�h�T �L�J�E�T �B�S�F �H�S�P�X�J�O�H �V�Q �X�J�U�I�P�V�U ���S�T�U-
hand knowledge of lawn tractors, vinyl siding 
and Invisible Fences," said Richard Winne-

�C�B�H�P�
 �E�J�S�F�D�U�P�S �P�G �T�U�B�U�F �Q�B�S�L�T�� ���8�F �E�P�O�h�U �X�B�O�U 
them to lose touch with their heritage."

Reprinted by permission of the Columbus 
Dispatch.

NOTICE
This property is a suburban district. 

At times charcoal smoke, grass clippings 
and errant golf balls may occur due to 

normal homeowner activities . 
Anyone considering locating near this 
property should take its current use 

into consideration.

OHIO �BURB BUREAU

Ohio suburbs being threatened — by corn?
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“�is was once strip malls and convenience stores 
as far as the eye could see. Now? It’s 7 miles to the 

nearest Big Gulp. A man could die of dehydration.”

JOE BLUNdO, 
THE COLUMBUS 

DISPATCH


