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Not many of us earn our paycheck
milking cows, harvesting soybeans or
feeding hogs. More likely your wages
come from working in an office, a facto-
ry, building something, driving a vehicle,
or managing a business. Ohio is home to
a diverse workplace where millions of
people do thousands of different jobs. So
it might surprise you to learn that 14
percent of you - that’s 1 out of every 7
Ohioans – has a job that is directly
dependent on the milking, harvesting
and feeding. The manufacturing, trans-
porting, processing, packaging wholesal-
ing and retailing of farm-based products
is an $80 billion dollar industry. And in
Ohio, it’s the biggest employer we have.

Lots of paychecks come from Ohio
companies that are vitally linked to
Ohio’s family farmers. Companies like
the ones listed at right. These companies,
another 900 like them, their suppliers
and customers and Ohio’s
78,000 farm families make
up 1/12 of our state’s
economic output and
account for more than one
million jobs.  
Of course, just as all those jobs are
dependent on agriculture, the reverse is
also true. Ohio’s farm families depend
on these businesses to buy their crops
and livestock. Because there are nearly
1,000 processors virtually right next
door, farming in Ohio has a better

Frito-Lay, 
JM Smucker, 

Kraft Foods, Heinz,
Kellogg, Nestle, Purina,

General Mills, Pepperidge
Farm, Campbell Soup

Company, Chiquita Brands,
Kroger, Sara Lee, Bob Evans
Farms, Anheuser-Busch, Dole
Vegetables, Dannon, Archway
Cookies, Proctor and Gamble,
Wendy’s International, 
United Dairy Farmers, Sauder
Woodworking, Interstate
Brands, Nickles Bakery,
Longaberger, ConAgra,
Weyerhaeuser, Iams, Wyandot
Inc, The Andersons, Velvet Ice
Cream, Archer Daniels Midland,
Wilson Sporting Goods, John
Morrell, Superior Hardwoods,
Ross Labs, Sanese Services,
Lancaster Colony, Cheryl’s
Cookies, International Paper,
Rudolph Foods, Worthington
Foods, Mead Westvaco, Miller
Brewing Company, Land O’
Lakes, Smurfit-Stone Container,
Reiter Dairy, Cargill, and 
T Marzetti.

chance 
to prosper. 
That’s why Ohio Farm
Bureau is an advocate for more
than purely agricultural issues. Our 
support extends to ideas we believe will
make businesses and their employees

prosperous as well: Lower tax
burdens on businesses and
individuals; a reform of
civil litigation laws; an end

to unnecessary regulations
and fiscally responsible 

government. 
It’s often said, “In Ohio, we grow

things and we make things.” And to put
more of a point on it, a lot of the things
we make come from the things we grow.
That’s what made Ohio great and what
will keep Ohio great. And it’s what will
keep the paychecks coming.
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