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Questions for  
Advisory Councils:

Government Reorganization  
(from page 1)

Does your council  support re-
ducing the size of state government 
through reorganization? What poten-
tial adverse affects can you foresee?

Climate Change Legislation  
(from page 2)

In what ways do you feel pro-
posed climate change legislation can 
either hurt or help farmers?

Undercover activists (from page 3)
Are farmers in your council tak-

ing additional measures to protect 
themselves from undercover animal 
rights activists?

How can farmers be open and 
welcoming to the public, while at 
the same time protecting themselves 
from animal activists?

A selection of responses 
from the October guide
Issue 2

Is your council supportive of Issue 
2 and the Livestock Care Standards 
Board?

Yes. It is important for our state to •	
take action before anti-livestock 
forces do.
We have questions. Where will the •	
money come from to compensate 
the board members? Could this 

be a way to protect the mega live-
stock operators?
Yes, but we don’t want this to turn •	
into a coffee and donut board that 
doesn’t accomplish anything.
Yes and No. It seems to be an •	
appropriate approach. If the Hu-
mane Society of the United States 
(HSUS) comes in the state for a 
vote, what can the board do? If this 
is passed can they oversee any other 
issues they would try to present?
We need to keep a level head •	
about the issue and not cause  
arguments.
Yes. But we think 13 people are too •	
many on the board for all to agree.
Yes, we hope it passes. We’ve •	
talked to nonfarming neighbors.
Yes and no. It’s probably better than •	
letting animal rights people cause 
trouble. We wish we did not have 
such an issue but we must be on the 
offense to protect Ohio agriculture.
We don’t like regulation, but we like •	
PETA and HSUS a whole lot less.
Yes but with doubts. We hope this •	
livestock care board will have farm 
knowledge and common sense. 
We realize it can also be a tool for 
activists if their ideas infiltrate and 
undermine our own “down on the 
farm” reasoning.
The majority feel like a board, •	
compromised of the type of peo-
ple specified may keep PETA and 
HSUS from putting outrageous 
animal rights issues on the bal-
lot. Others were suspicious about 
having a board that could poten-
tially dictate farming methods. 
But most feel the board would 
enact “common sense” practices.
We sill support it, however, we re-•	
gret there is a need for it and feel 
some anxiety about where this 
issue may lead.

Yes. Most have yard signs and are •	
trying to educate our city friends.
Yes we are. And we would be sup-•	
portive of the appointed board.

Would your council be willing  
to help spread the word about  
Issue 2?

Yes, we have included it at the •	
county fair and local Ag Day.
We will share brochures and write •	
to newspapers.
We have been handing out signs •	
and placing information in prom-
inent places.
We need to know more about Is-•	
sue 2 before we volunteer.
No, our council is not willing to •	
help spread the word about Issue 2. 
Most of us don’t have computers.
We have been spreading the word •	
to everyone we see and we are 
putting signs around town where 
most people are not aware of what 
Issue 2 is about.
Yes, each family member is getting •	
a sign of some sort.
Yard signs were distributed to •	
council members and the issue 
was discussed at length.
Yes, if we have more answers •	
about Issue 2.
Everyone has a sign.•	
We will be making people aware •	
of what we think, but we don’t 
trust the government period. But 
we love our country.
We are all handing out pamphlets •	
now.
We have already done some of •	
this. I hope it is enough.

Here are some additional activities in which 
your support of Farm Bureau helped strengthen 
agriculture and rural Ohio.

youron behalf

2009/2010 Farm  
Bureau Goals  
 
Market Farm Bureau to achieve 
membership growth  
 
Increase grassroots involvement 
by creating a volunteer-friendly 
Farm Bureau  
 
Expand relations with 
Nationwide and other affinity 
organizations  
 
Promote farming and the 
agbioresource industry
 
Influence the adoption of OFBF 
and AFBF policy  
 
Speak out and stand up for animal 
agriculture and the food industry 
 
Protect personal property rights
 
Engage members in the 2009  
and 2010 elections  

Link Up  
Connect  with Ohio Farm Bureau on 

Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 
Visit www.ofbf.org and click on “media  
and publications” then “social media.”

OFBF meets with key leaders 
➠ OFBF staff met with visitors 
from Japan and Moldova to discuss 
OFBF and Ohio agriculture. They 
also met with a Swedish delega-
tion to discuss agriculture’s role in 
nutrient trading programs in Ohio. 
OFBF staff members were present 
at the regular meeting of the Great 
Lakes Compact Advisory Board to 
continue talks about implementing 
the Great Lakes Compact in Ohio. 
Staff members also held meetings 
with the Indiana Farm Bureau’s Ag 
Environmental Policy Group to dis-
cuss nutrient management. This is a 
group consisting of representatives 
from commodity organizations and 
industry that meets to openly discuss 
emerging environmental issues.

OFBF finds ways to share ag-
riculture's message ➠ Ohio Farm 
Bureau presented as one of the 10 
“big brands” using social media 
in the Columbus area at the first  
meeting of Social Media Club Co-
lumbus. Other state Farm Bureaus 
interested in the redesign of their 
Web pages and social media pres-
ence have been in contact with 
OFBF staff and are using Ohio Farm 
Bureau as a model to follow. OFBF 
staff has also been interviewed by 
National Journal about how it has 
become a leader in agricultural ad-
vocacy in social media, particularly 
Twitter and Facebook. And OFBF 
staff has provided information and 
assistance through social media to 
those with questions on Issue 2.

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

December  
Honeybaked Ham winners:  

Fulton County Inquirers

OFB Foundation  
holds annual auction 

The Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation (Foundation) is holding its fifth 
annual Rural-Urban Community Auction through Dec. 2 to support its 
Community Grantsmanship and scholarship programs.

Bidding will occur online at www.ofbf.cmarket.com on such items as 
get-away travel packages, home goods, sports memorabilia, collectibles and 
unique adventure items. More items will continue to be entered into the auc-
tion throughout the event.

“County Farm Bureaus throughout Ohio have created unique items that 
represent the best of their communities,” Foundation Director Dale Arnold 
said. “Several businesses, organizations and friends of Farm Bureau who sup-
port Foundation programs have donated items for the event, too.”

Interested parties are invited to visit the site now for an auction preview 
and to register as an official bidder. The auction will conclude at Ohio Farm 
Bureau’s Annual Meeting in Cincinnati on Dec. 2 with a special live session.

Online bidders can stay involved in the auction through the entire process 
by using the “Absentee Bidding” option and are also invited to attend the 
final live session. Further instructions are available at the auction’s Web site.

The auction is part of CMarket’s national Bidding for Good network, 
which connects individuals with unique charity auctions across the nation. 
The Foundation’s goal is to raise more than $15,000.

Carbon monoxide (CO) can be a 
serious problem for you, your family 
members and your pets. Overexpo-
sure to this invisible, odorless and 
poisonous gas can cause sickness 
and, in some cases, even death.

Many things can cause build-up 
of CO in your home, especially 
fuel-burning appliances that aren’t 
working properly and running a car 
in an attached garage.

Preventing CO leaks in your 
home is easy with the tips below. 
This is a critical time of year to be 
aware of carbon monoxide risks and 
to take action to avoid them.

To detect high levels of CO  
before it becomes a problem:

Install CO alarms near bedrooms •	
and on each floor of your home. 
Put fresh batteries in the alarms 
each year.
Have your heating system, vents •	
and/or chimney inspected once 
a year.
If the CO alarm sounds, press the •	

reset button, call 911 and imme-
diately move to fresh air.
To prevent build-up of CO, never •	
burn charcoal inside your home, 
garage or vehicle (yes, some 
people have done this). Also, 
don’t resort to using portable, 
fuel-burning camping equipment 
inside a home, garage or vehicle.
Again, the fumes from CO are 

invisible, odorless, and poisonous, 
which means you may be overcome 
by them and lose consciousness 
without recognizing the symptoms 
related to the gas that’s causing them.

Common symptoms of CO 
poisoning are headache, dizziness, 
weakness, nausea, vomiting, chest 
pain, and confusion. Higher levels 
of CO inhalation can cause loss of 
consciousness and death. People 
who are sleeping or intoxicated can 
die from CO poisoning before ever 
experiencing symptoms.

Some additional precautions to 
avoid CO poisoning:

Don’t leave a car running in an •	
attached garage, even with the 
garage door open.
Never repair fuel-burning ap-•	
pliances without the proper 
knowledge, skills and tools.
Even if you know how to repair •	
fuel-burning appliances, refer to 
the owner’s manual before start-
ing the repair.
Use a furnace or heater for warming •	
your home, not gas appliances such 
as ranges, ovens or clothes dryers.
Never operate an unvented, fuel-•	
burning appliance indoors.
Don’t use gasoline-powered tools •	
and engines indoors.

Contributed by Nationwide Insur-
ance, which has been sponsored and 
endorsed by Ohio Farm Bureau since 
1926. To learn about valuable Farm 
Bureau member discounts on insur-
ance for your home, farm or vehicles, 
contact a nearby Nationwide agent, 
or visit www.nationwide.com/ofbf.

organization
Nationwide News

Take steps to prevent carbon 
monoxide in the home

◗ Articles marked with 
the Advisory Council 
logo have corresponding 
discussion questions 
below.
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