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Interstate Meat Shipment
Will you or someone you know 

benefit from this change in policy? 
If yes, please describe what new op-
portunities will become available for 
the livestock and meat processing 
industry.

Do you think this will provide con-
sumers with more or less confidence in 
the meat products they purchase?

H1N1 Questions
H1N1 continues to receive a lot 

of media attention. It is often mis-
identified as “Swine Flu” and this 
has caused confusion among many 
consumers. What can we, as an ag-
ricultural community, do to ensure 
that the media, the consumer and 
government agencies are using the 
proper terminology?

SWCD Funding
How will you or members of your 

council be affected if Soil & Water 
Conservation District funding is 
not restored? Please share examples 
of help you’ve received from your 
county SWCD.

A selection of responses from 
the September 2009 guide
Restoring Prosperity to Ohio

Picture back to a time when your 
county seat or nearby urban area was 
vibrant. Describe the qualities that 
made it prosperous.  Family orient-
ed Ma & Pa stores. People didn’t trav-
el as far and there was more loyalty to 
local merchants.  Bus and streetcar 
transportation.  People were loyal 

to their local towns.  Wages were 
a living wage, not so many minimum 
wage jobs.  Wartime industries, 
auto industries, local retail, grocers 
and bars.  Essential services were 
all there; from clothes to restaurants. 
Prosperity made school levies pass 
easier.  Downtown area was busy – 
no malls, no franchises, no big chain 
grocery stores.  Day and night, 
downtowns were busy, clean and safe. 
 Family owned stores, soda shops, 
less crime, theaters and clothing 
stores.  You could buy everything 
you needed on Main Street.  Each 
businessman supported the other 
businessmen.  Our economy was 
based on small businesses that were 
operated by an owner who cared 
about his/her customers.  We had 
manufacturing jobs rather than ser-
vice only jobs. 

Why are young adults leaving our 
towns today? What has changed from 
the past to today that causes them  
to leave?   Jobs, jobs and more 
jobs!!!   Lack of economic diver-
sity, new technology and no oppor-
tunity to join the family business.  
Pay is lower in rural areas.  Our 
young people are more mobile and 
better educated.  Farming is hard 
work; income for self employed 
farmers is lower.  Young people 
don’t want to start out at the bottom 
and work up.  Specialty profes-
sions require relocation to larger cit-
ies.  Companies transfer people; 
individuals must go where a job is 
available.  The ones who stay here 
are involved as business partners in 

the family farm or other family busi-
ness.  It used to be that kids could 
graduate from high school and get 
good paying jobs in the steel mills, 
etc. The only jobs left seem to be low 
paying service industry jobs.  

In light of the changes of our 21st 
century economy, what do we need 
to change to make our county seats 
and urban areas vibrant and vital 
again?   More jobs – skilled and 
unskilled.  Bring back and sup-
port small business.  Change our 
tax structure.Return to commu-
nity and neighborhood schools, 
mom and pop stores and local bus 
transportation  Give smaller busi-
nesses the same tax abatements as  
given to bigger industries.  Bring 
back the jobs that moved out of the 
USA  Need a diverse economic 
base. Get back to basics. Learn 
to live within your family’s means. 
Recycle, take care of the land and be 
self sufficient. Learn to be a neigh-
bor again and build a strong sense of 
community.   Regulations need to 
change so small businesses can come 
back.  We need to save tax dollars 
by going to a regional government 
instead of wasting money on du-
plicate jobs.  More people going 
to church; people shouldn’t be so 
greedy.  Don’t make it so hard for 
small businesses to operate. 
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Two state issues that voters  
Nov. 3 will be deciding deal with 
compensation for military veterans 
and casinos in four Ohio cities.

While Ohio Farm Bureau has not 
taken an official position on either 
one of these issues, members are en-
couraged to closely study the issues 
before going to the polls, said Beth 
Vanderkooi, director of OFBF’s 
state policy.

“One of the goals of Ohio Farm 
Bureau is to provide political educa-
tion for members on all issues and 
not just ones that we take a stance 
on,” she said.

Below are summaries of state Is-
sues 1 and 3 provided by the state 
secretary’s office (Issue 2 would cre-
ate the Ohio Livestock Care Stan-
dards Board).

State Issue 1
Voting yes on Issue 1 would al-

low the state to issue $200 million 
in bonds to provide cash bonuses for 
Ohio veterans who served during 
the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan and 
Iraq conflicts. If approved, the con-
stituional amendment would take 
effect immediately and be in place 
until Dec. 31, 2013.

Arguments provided by the 
Secretary of State’s office

For Issue 1:
Supporters say it is a “much-

deserved ‘thank you’ to Ohio’s ser-
vicemen and women.” Ohioans who 
fought in the Persian Gulf, Afghani-
stan and Iraq could receive $100 
per month of service, not to exceed 
$1,000, while those stationed in 
other locations during those con-
flicts could receive $50 per month 
of service, not to exceed $500.

Issue 1 would also offer a $5,000 
death benefit to the families of sol-
diers killed in the line of duty. Sup-
porters say passing Issue 1 would 
“continue a longstanding Ohio tra-
dition of supporting our veterans.”

Against Issue 1:
Opponents say now is not the 

time to have the government take 
out more debts to provide compen-
sation to vets. “While this may be 
a worthwhile and noble endeavor, 
the state of Ohio should not be go-
ing further into debt,” they say. They 
also argue that the money could be 
retained by taxpayers who have suf-
fered during the economic down-
turn. “This money could be used 
by taxpayers for their own purposes 
or used for other plans and directly 
helping people in need.”

Voters to decide  
veteran compensation, 

gambling issues 
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State Issue 3
Issue 3 would amend the Ohio 

Constitution to allow for one casino 
each in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Co-
lumbus and Toledo and distribute a 
tax on those casinos to each county 
in Ohio. Licensed casino operators 
would be required to pay a $50 mil-
lion fee to be used for state job train-
ing and to make a minimum initial 
investment of $250 million in their 
facility. It would permit approved 
types of casino gambling authorized 
by Michigan, West Virginia, Indiana 
and Pennsylvania as of Jan. 1, 2009 
or “games subsequently authorized 
by those states.”

Passage of Issue 3 would autho-
rize the casinos to be open 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. Casino fa-
cilities would be “subject to all state 
and local laws and provisions related 
to health and building codes, but 
that no local zoning, land use laws, 
subdivision regulations or similar 
provisions shall prohibit the devel-
opment or operation of the casinos 
at the designated sites.”

Arguments provided by the 
Secretary of State’s Office

For Issue 3:
Supporters say it will create 34,000 

new jobs and produce $11 billion in 
economic impact over five years for 
Ohio. They say it will generate $651 
million a year in tax revenue to be 
shared by all 88 counties, the eight 
largest cities and every Ohio public 
school district. The $200 million for 
state job training program will “put 
Ohioans back to work.” Having Issue 
3 pass also will help keep money and 
tax revenues in Ohio because more 
than $1 billion leaves the state every 
year when Ohioans travel to neigh-
boring states to gamble.

Supporters also noted that the 
AFL-CIO, Ohio State Building 
Trades Council, Fraternal Order of 
Police and many local labor organi-
zations have endorsed the plan.

Argument against Issue 3:
Opponents point out that Ohio 

voters have already said no to casino 
gambling four times before. They 
say “nothing in Issue 3 requires ca-
sino operators to build anything. No 
revenues get paid to the state if no 
one builds in a city.” They say Ohio’s 
casinos would pay a lower percent-
age of their profits than casinos in 
most other states and that the Ohio 
legislature would not be able to im-
pose a higher tax rate.

They also say “border states 
would dictate to Ohio” because Is-
sue 3 says Ohio would be forced to 
offer games approved in the future 
by Michigan, West Virginia, Indi-
ana and Pennsylvania.

November Honeybaked  
Ham winners: Top B's Advisory 
Council, Delaware County
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