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2011 ANNUAL MEETING

OFBF Organization Director Ty 
Kellogg volunteered these thoughts as 
he accompanied farmers to OFBF’s 
annual meeting.

The Ohio Farm Bureau Federa-
tion Annual Meeting reflects much 
about the process of agriculture: the 
planting, the growing and harvest-
ing. It is a system of diligence, detail, 
hope and opportunity. It can also be 
an arena of disappointment.

The primary purpose of the 
annual meeting is to finalize the 
policies that have been submitted 
by each county Farm Bureau. The 
policies provide guidance for our 
legislative efforts in Columbus and 
in Washington D.C. as well as our 
programming throughout the year.

The initial development of these 
policies is very much like the me-
ticulous attention to detail prior to 
the planting of our crops and the 
birthing of our animals. And when 
the time is appropriate, our farmers 
bring forward their ideas to be culti-
vated and expanded.

As the days grow warmer and 
longer, we grit our teeth and bare 
the summer heat, the thunderstorms 
and occasional hail or frost. Simi-
larly, we weather the changes in our 
policies before we submit them for 
our county annual meeting.

We watch our crops and animals 
grow through the late summer and 

fall as we prepare our machinery 
for harvest and our trailers to haul 
animals to market. Soon, too, our 
policies will be presented to farm-
ers representing all county Farm 
Bureaus.

These policies may fare well, as 
our products do when the weather is 
perfect and prices are good.

However, there are times when 
the policy is seriously questioned, 
drastically changed or even voted 
down by 350 of your farming peers. 
As one disease can wipe out your 
herd or wet weather spoils your har-

vest, the process can be as painful as 
it is glorious.

Like the life we lead in agricul-
ture, the process of Farm Bureau 
policy rides similar waves of success 
and failure, victory and loss. How-
ever, what gives Farm Bureau policy 
the credibility, honor and integrity 
is not the result of the process – 
but the faith and sense of duty we 
harness to facilitate, cultivate and 
harvest an idea, regardless if it passes 
or fails.

Over the years, advisory councils 
have tackled a lot of questions and 
issues. Whether it’s CAUV, line 
fence laws, multiflora rose or min-
ing, councils have provided input 
and the basis for a large part of 
OFBF’s activities.

In advisory councils, members 
discuss the topic questions and give 
their feedback. OFBF asks about an 
issue and you have an opportunity 
to respond.

Now we want to know what 
questions we should be asking. What 
policy issues are being overlooked 
that advisory councils feel need to 
be discussed?

That's the focus of this council 
guide. We want you to give us a 
question that you think all  advisory 
councils should consider. 

The next issue of Buckeye Farm 
News will be in February. Between 
now and the end of January, we 
want your council to respond to this 
question: 

“What is the most pressing 
question or issue that needs to be 

discussed by and for Ohio farmers?” 
We’ll read your submissions and 

choose the top questions that you 
suggest and share them in the Febru-
ary Buckeye Farm News for everyone 
to discuss. 

You tell us what issues are impor-
tant to you. Is it a statewide issue? 
Is it a local issue that has an impact 
for everyone in your community, 
county, region, state or country? 

Why February? In March and 
April, many local Farm Bureaus are 
developing policy ideas for local, 
state and national issues. This comes 
at a perfect time for you to talk 
about the issues that are facing you 
and agriculture and is something 
that Farm Bureau members can 
work on together.

We encourage you to take this 
opportunity to raise your questions 
and issues about agriculture and be-
gin the process of turning ideas into 
action. This is grassroots at its finest. 
We’re looking forward to hearing 
from you.

Like agriculture, the 
integrity is in the process

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

We’re listening

Let us use our experience to help 
you manage your bottom line 
with our Commodity Marketing 
Solutions. 

At United Producers Inc., we  have the 

experience to help you manage your risk, 

make the margin calls for some Commodity 

Marketing Solutions and stabilize your 

bottom line. 

Forward Contracting  •  Futures (fed cattle 

and hogs - 20,000-40,000 lbs., feeder 

cattle - 25,000-50,000 lbs.)  •  Options  •  

Gasoline, diesel fuel (2,000 gal. increments) 

and natural gas (2,500 mmbtu) options • 

Private Margin Accounts • Daily Market 

Reports and Analysis

To see if you’re a good candidate for a 

Commodity Marketing solution, contact 

your local UPI representative or call (800) 

456-3276 ext. 2184  •  www.uproduc-

ers.com.

United Producers, Inc. is a market-leading 
provider of livestock marketing, financial and 
risk management services.

United

Looking to diversify into commodity markets?
To learn more about trading 
commodities or to open 
your account today, contact: 
 
Brad A. Miklovich
Licensed Broker & Advisor
Rice Investment Co.
419-839-7550 Of-
fice/216-287-6357 Cell
RiceInvestment@yahoo.com

Disclaimer:  The risk of loss in trading futures and options can be substantial. Each investor must 
carefully consider whether this type of investment is appropriate for them. Past performance is not 
necessarily indicative of future results.

Grains  |  Metals  |  Energy  |  Forex    
Indexes  |  Interest Rates

Rice Investment Co. is an industry 
leading local, full service futures and 
commodities brokerage firm. We have 
been in business in Maumee for over 
30 years, with brokers who have over 
60 years experience in all commodity 
markets.

Rice Investment Company
1446 Reynolds Road • Suite 206 • Maumee, Ohio 43537

Discussion Question: 
What is the most pressing question or issue that 
needs to be discussed by and for Ohio farmers?


