
July 21, 2011 |  ofbf.org

Buckeye Farm News  |  Ohio’s Largest Agricultural Newspaper                                      4

POLICY & POLITICS

Gov. John Kasich’s administra-
tion is determined to make Ohio 
a state to do business in again and 
that means making drastic, and 
sometimes controversial, changes, 
says the state’s lieutenant governor.

“This has been a great opportu-
nity to work with a strong leader 
who shares my vision of fixing our 
state,” said Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor. 

“We knew com-
ing into office 
that there were 
serious problems 
and had little 
time to fix them. 
For far too many 
years in the past, 
prior administra-

tions have kicked the can down the 
road and we knew we couldn’t kick 
the can down the road, and we hit 
the ground running immediately.”

On the day that the state passed 
its $56 billion two-year budget, 
Taylor talked with Town Hall Ohio 
about her role as the state’s lieuten-
ant governor. Gaining and retaining 
jobs is one of Kasich’s top priorities, 
she said. Ohio ranks third in the 
country in number of jobs lost over 
the past 10 years, she said.

“We have to make Ohio a state 
where businesses want to start up, 
stay and come to our state, expand 
their business operations and em-
ploy more Ohioans,” said Taylor 
who previously was state auditor.

Taylor was pleased that legislators 
were able to close an $8 billion deficit 
without raising state taxes. She praised 
a tax credit for those who invest in 
Ohio companies and the elimination 
of the estate tax in 2013, an OFBF 
goal for more than two decades.

“To you and the governor, 
thank you so much for a very open  
and vigorous debate on the estate 
tax and for repealing it,” said Jack 
Fisher, Ohio Farm Bureau’s execu-
tive vice president.

Taylor said that as a certified pub-
lic accountant and wife of a small 
business owner, she understood how 
detrimental the estate tax was to 
farms and small businesses.

“I saw firsthand what the job 
killing estate tax did for small 
businesses. Our family farms are 
impacted potentially more than any 
other small business in Ohio,” she 
said. “I couldn’t be more proud to be 
part of a budget that is finally killing 
the job killing estate tax.”

Taylor emphasized that it’s 
not “business as usual anymore in 
Columbus,” pointing out that the 
Kasich administration is determined 
to get the private sector involved 
in creating and maintaining jobs in 
Ohio through its JobsOhio initiative.

“They know how to create jobs 
and they know what business own-
ers and entrepreneurs need, and we 
need to get them involved in that 
process,” she said.

Senate Bill 5, which weakens 
collective bargaining for public 
employees, is a way for local govern-
ments and schools to better manage 
their costs and rebalance or correct 
the “unbalance between taxpayer 
and government worker,” she said. 
The intention of SB 5, which faces 
the challenge of a voter referendum 
in November, has been misunder-
stood by many Ohioans, she said.

“It’s not intended to be an at-
tack,” Taylor said. “My desire would 
be that we all read Senate Bill 5 and 

have an honest discussion about 
what Senate Bill 5 is and what it 
does and stop with the scare tactics 
of what it doesn’t do.”

Taylor praised Farm Bureau’s 
work with the Ohio Livestock Care 
Standards Board, saying Ohio will 
have some of the strongest livestock 
standards in the nation.

Now that the state budget has 
passed, workers’ compensation 
reform is the next major issue that 
the Kasich administration plans to 
address, she said.

“We’ve been working on these 
issues for several years. This admin-
istration was very prepared to take 
office Jan. 10. We’ve been trying 
to move at the speed of business. 
Businesses make quick decisions, 
families make quick decisions, and 
I believe they expect government to 
do the same.”

NEWSbriefs
Congressional committees advance FTAs

Senate and House committees have approved the Korea, Colombia and 
Panama free trade agreements in mock mark-up sessions, moving them closer 
to finalization.

“The next step is for the administration to send the implementing legisla-
tion to Capitol Hill for a Congressional vote,” said American Farm Bureau 
President Bob Stallman. “It is imperative that the process promptly move for-
ward to ensure the agreements will be completed by August recess. Inaction 
on these trade agreements over the last four years has opened the door to our 
competitors in these markets. Further delay will only exacerbate the losses for 
U.S. agriculture and the U.S. economy.”

The three FTAs represent nearly $2.5 billion in new agriculture exports 
and could generate support for up to 22,500 U.S. jobs.

Tariffs lifted as truck dispute resolved
A recently-signed memorandum between Mexico 

and the United States brought an end to the long-
running dispute over Mexican truck access north of 
the border.

This is the first step in the process for Mexico to re-
move its retaliatory tariffs on U.S. agricultural goods, 
with 50 percent of the tariffs being lifted upon signing and the remaining 
tariffs being removed once the first Mexican truck that meets U.S. require-
ments enters the United States.

Mexico’s retaliation has resulted in duties ranging from 5 percent to 25 
percent on targeted fresh and processed U.S. agricultural products destined 
for the Mexican market.

It is important that the United States live up to its trade agreement obliga-
tions under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) allowing 
for the cross-border delivery of international cargo from Mexico into the 
United States, according to AFBF. Any effort by Congress to prohibit this 
from moving forward will cause Mexico to once again put tariffs in place, 
putting the burden of non-compliance back on U.S. farmers.

Supreme Court says states can’t enforce greenhouse gas rules
The U.S. Supreme Court recently issued a unanimous verdict in a case 

that could have a major impact on the regulation of greenhouse gases in the 
agricultural industry.

This case arose as a number of states sought to curb greenhouse gases emis-
sions from power companies and utilities, 
claiming that emissions from these power 
plants causes a nuisance to their residences.

The Supreme Court ruled that the En-
vironmental Protection Agency has the 
authority to regulate greenhouse gas emis-
sions from utilities, but states in which the 
utilities operate do not.

“The implications for this case are huge in the sense that curbing these 
emissions would not be just limited to power plants, but could possibly be 
applied to any emitter of greenhouse gases, which could include farmers, 
ranchers, large dairy operations, large livestock operations. So from that 
standpoint, it could have very far reaching applications,” said AFBF regula-
tory specialist Rick Krause.

Farm Bureau has long advocated for the expansion 
of broadband in rural areas but the organization is con-
cerned about a new service that could disrupt global 
positioning system (GPS) signals.

LightSquared, a broadband network provider, has 
been granted a waiver by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to enable it to 
operate high-speed broadband over 
frequencies normally used by low-
powered satellite-based systems such 
as GPS.

“Farm Bureau is extremely con-
cerned with the FCC granting 
LightSquared a waiver enabling it 
to operate high-powered cellular 
base stations in frequencies normally 
used by low-powered satellite-based 
systems such as GPS systems,” AFBF said in comments 
to the FCC in March. “While the deployment of broad-
band services is important to the economic development 
and stability to rural America, the use of precision agri-
culture is also vital to America’s farmers and ranchers.”

AFBF noted that GPS allows farmers to collect accu-
rate geographical data, which they will then use to apply 
site-specific treatments to increase agricultural produc-
tion and protect the environment.

“It is the accuracy of the GPS that allows the farmer 
or rancher the ability to limit input costs, for example 

the cost and application of fertilizer, and run an efficient 
operation. Any disruption to the GPS has the potential 
to increase input costs of the operation and prevent the 
farmer or rancher from running an efficient, economical 
and environmentally friendly operation,” AFBF stated.

A report by a technical working group has since found 
that transmissions in LightSquared’s 
band of frequencies adversely affect a 
significant number of traditional GPS 
receivers.

The FCC plans to open a comment 
period regarding the technical work-
ing group’s report. AFBF and OFBF 
will continue to be engaged to com-
municate the importance of precision 
agriculture and the negative effects to 
the agriculture industry should the 

FCC grant final approval for LightSquared to proceed.
Rep. Steve Austria of Ohio and Rep. Kevin Yoder 

of Kansas have introduced a joint amendment to the 
financial services subcommittee appropriations bill that 
would restrict funding to the FCC until it resolves the 
concerns of possible widespread harmful interference to 
the GPS system.

State Rep. Bob Peterson, a former OFBF president, 
and the Ohio House Agriculture committee also have 
sent a letter to the FCC expressing concerns.

Farm Bureau works to stop 
disruption in GPS service

“The use of precision 
agriculture is also vital 
to America's farmers 

and ranchers.”
~AFBF comments to the FCC

Lieutenant governor:  
State reform ideas have 

been in the works for years

Taylor

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

Congress is embarking on the task of writing a new farm bill. 
We want to know your thoughts about government policy when 
it comes to supporting our food supply. Use these questions to 
guide your conversation, and we’ll print a summary of your re-
sponses in an upcoming Buckeye Farm News.  

Advisory Councils Questions: 
Farm Bill, see page 12

1.	 What do members of your advisory council believe are the benefits of 
farm bill programs? Do you feel that it is a worthwhile investment of tax-
payer dollars? Why or why not?

2. 	 Given current constraints on government spending, how should the farm 
bill be targeted to be most effective? What areas of government spending 
are most important to you: risk management, conservation, rural devel-
opment, food and nutrition, energy, others?

 3. 	 Is the farm bill accomplishing what it needs to for Ohio’s farm families? If 
your advisory council could write the farm bill, what would it look like?

4. 	 What would be the impact to members of your council and farmers  
in your community if farm bill programs were eliminated or drastically 
reduced?

Your guide for  
August meetings


