WILL U.S. FARMERS BE ABLE TO COMPETE?

“Unless we are more aggressive,

we will find that our share continues

to drop around the world.” PG 3

PG 4
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Agreement
doesn’t get rubber
stamp from
livestock board

U However, board members
say deal was a positive step

BY SETH TETER

Members of the Ohio Livestock
Care Standards Board welcomed a
recent agreement to keep animal care
issues off of the fall ballot but said it is
just one of the factors it will consider.

“We have to do what we feel is
right” said Ohio Department of Agri-
culture Director and Board Chairman
Robert Boggs during a recent board
meeting. Farm organizations and the
Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS) would have to decide what
that meant for the deal, he said.

Farm groups are standing behind
recommendations to the board that

See Agreement, pg 2

Remembering Debbie Porteus
J 4 The Farm Bureau
S family expresses its
condolences to the
1l family of Debbie
Porteus, wife of OFBF
," President Brent
L Porteus, who lost her
valiant battle with
cancer Aug. 9.
Debbie was a supporting
member in the family’s agricultural
business, as well as a facilitating
supporter and active participant
in their various community
and agricultural organization
involvements. She provided
inspiration and support for many
through the manner in which she
fought and handled her 13-year
challenge with breast cancer.
She is survived by her husband,
two daughters, Amy and Beth, plus
many other family members.

Debbie and Brent
Porteus

Cards of condolence can be sent to:
Brent Porteus and family

C/0 Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
PO Box 182383

Columbus, OH 43218
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increased.

the water.

LAKE ENect

Grand Lake St. Marys was created in the

1840s when Beaver Prairie was flooded to
provide a source of water for the canal system.
The shallow lake later became a popular
destination for boaters and anglers as well

as associated residentialand commercial
development. - .

The lake is located in Mercerand Auglaize
counties in western Ohio. About 80 percent
of the lake's watershed is farmland with a
high concentration of livestock. Wetlands that
provided a natural filterhave disappeared
over-the-years as lakeside development has

Phosphorous that becomes trapped in the
lake feeds blooms of toxic'blue-green algae.
The blooms became bad enough this year for
the state to issue a warning to stay out of

BY SETH TETER

It’s a problem that has been
brewing for more than a century.

Now the trouble has caught up
with those who live near Grand
Lake St. Marys, a former marsh-
land in western Ohio that was
flooded to feed canals more than
150 years ago.

With 13,500 acres, it is the
largest inland lake in Ohio. But it
is only seven-feet deep and traps
as much as 30 per-

m cent to 40 percent
snees | of the nutrients
- - and sediment that

D Advisory flow into it.
Council High phospho-
questions | rous levels have
onpage5 | produced blooms

of algae that emit
toxins that are dangerous to people
and pets.

“You have the internal phos-
phorous loading — what’s in the
sediment — plus the additional
materials that are being washed in
during storm events,” said Larry
Antosch, OFBF senior director
of program innovation and envi-
ronmental policy.

The algal blooms have become
so bad that the state is now cau-
tioning against contact with the
water, which has all but elimi-
nated visitors to the lake.

Tensions are running high as
local businesses and homeown-
ers are dealing with the loss of a
recreational destination that is an
important economic driver.

“It’s purely devastation,” said
Tim Lovett, president of the Lake
Improvement Association during
a recording of OFBF's radio pro-
gram Town Hall Ohio.

Because 80 percent of the 92
square-mile watershed is agricul-
tural land, farmers are recognizing
See Lake, pg 2

Photo by Seth Teter

GROWING PARTNERSHIP

Bob Evans, OFBF invest in youth with hog purchase

(1 Bob Evans Farms returns to
Sale of Champions

BY STAFF

Bob Evans, in partnership with
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
(OFBF), purchased this year’s
reserve grand champion market bar-
row at the Ohio State Fair, which
will help support youth involvement
in agriculture.

The hog was exhibited by Alec
Bremek of Logan County.

Under Ohio State Fair rules, the
bulk of the proceeds from the sale
will go back into carcass contests,
scholarships, the Outstanding Market
Exhibitor program, showmanship
awards, skillathon awards, dairy cattle,
breeding animals, FFA and 4-H.

At the 2010 Sale of Champions, a
total of $204,500 was raised for the
youth programs.

“This was a great opportunity for
Farm Bureau to promote agriculture
and advance our commitment to
youth and the fair,” said Janet Cassidy,
OFBF senior director of marketing
communications. “Our support of the
Sale of Champions was another step
in our growing partnership with Bob
Evans. I encourage members to keep
their eye out for more exciting news
from this partnership in the future.”

Mike Townsely, president of Bob
Evans Food Products, said the com-
pany was happy to return to the Sale
of Champions this year.

“Our founder truly drove the
Grand Champion competition at
the Ohio State Fair, purchasing 20
out of 23 Champion Barrows at the

i —
Mike Townsley (in red), President of Bob Evans Food Products Division, is seated
next to Steve Hirsch, OFBF First Vice President, at this year's Ohio State Fair Sale
of Champions. Bob Evans Farms and Ohio Farm Bureau partnered together this
year on the purchase of the reserve grand champion market barrow.

Ohio State Fair from 1957-1984.

We are committed to honoring his

‘Free Breakfast for a Year’
Ohio farmers and Bob Evans
Farms are also teaming up to

See Bob Evans, pg 2

tradition of giving back to Ohio’s
youth and Ohio agriculture.”
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Save the date: Sept. 21-23

The Farm Science Review will be held at the Molly Caren Agricultural
Center in London. Be sure to stop by the Ohio Farm Bureau building at Friday
and Beef Streets. Tickets are $5 in advance from OSU Extension county offices
and Ohio agribusinesses and $8 at the gate.
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THE MESSAGE BOARD

@ Their Words

“You're going to have
to put a chain on me or
I'll pick up a hoe.”

~ Retiring farmer Will Tuttle, talking
about his life after farming, in the Boston Globe.
Due to an uncertain future for agriculture,
Tuttle is selling his Massachusetts farm, which
has been in the family since 1632 and
is believed to be the oldest continually run
family farm in the country.

By the Numbers: 96%

That's the percentage of registered voters who cast a ballot in
Ohio’s last gubernatorial election in 2006.

This fall, Ohioans will again be selecting their governor as
well as a US. senator, many state and national lawmakers and
local officials.

The deadline to register to vote in the Nov. 2 General Election
is Oct. 4. You may obtain a form and register in person at many
locations including your county board of elections office, Bureau
of Motor Vehicles Deputy Registrar offices, public libraries, public
high schools or vocational schools. Voter registration forms can
also be found online at www.sos.state.oh.us.

2010 CAUV values went up

The CAUYV values for 2010 have been published by the De-
partment of Taxation and, once again, there has been a substantial
increase. The increase is attributable to increased crop prices and

‘Because I Care’

What could you or your organization do with an extra $1,000? That's
what's up for grabs in the “Because I Care” video contest, coordinated by
OFBF’s Center for Food and Animal Issues. Contestants are asked to submit
a 90-second to 120-second video of themselves and/or their organization
showcasing how they best care for their animals. Contestants must also post
their videos to YouTube.com. Finalists will be awarded a $500 pre-paid gift
card and be eligible for the $1,000 grand prize gift card.

Videos can be in one of three categories: Individual, County Farm
Bureau, Youth Organization (4-H, FFA or Farm Bureau).

Contestants in the individual contest and county Farm Bureau contest

“The brush starts to rotate on
contact at an animal-friendly
speed. It swings freely in all
directions, smoothly up, over

must be 18 and older. Entries in the youth organization category must be
submitted by a responsible adult or adviser age 18 or older. All contestants
must have permission of all persons appearing in submitted entries.

a reduced capitalization rate. While there has been an increase
in the cost of inputs, crop prices increased 2 ¥ times the cost
of inputs. The capitalization rate decreased from 8.4 percent
to 7.8 percent, adding to the increase in values. Counties being
reappraised in 2010 are Adams, Columbiana, Hancock, Hocking,
Holmes, Lawrence, Meigs, Monroe, Paulding, Scioto, Tuscarawas
and Washington. Updated counties include Carroll, Champaign,
Clark, Fairfield, Logan, Marion, Medina, Miami, Ross, Union

and Wyandot.

AGREEMENT from PG 1

and alongside the cow.”

~ A spokesperson for a Swedish company
describing a large automated brush, similar
to those seen in carwashes, that is designed
to stimulate blood flow in dairy cows. The
company said it has sold 30,000 cow brushes,
which can increase milk production by 3.5
percent while reducing cases of mastitis.

For complete rules and details, visit htep://bit.ly/Becausel Care

Need a video camera?

All OFBF organization directors have been provided
with a Flip video camera for use in their region

of the state. Contact your county Farm Bureau for
details on how you can secure the use of one of

these cameras for your video.

LAKE from PG 1

outline what they believe to be accept-
able ways to handle several contentious
animal care issues. As a result, HSUS
has withdrawn its ballot initiative
for 2010 and publicly supported the
board’s mission.

But farm groups were also
adamant that the Livestock Care
Standards Board should keep its
authority to determine animal care
policy, as called for by Ohio voters.

“A recommendation is just that.
No more, no less; Ohio Farm
Bureau Executive Vice President
Jack Fisher told the board.

Farm Bureau also believes it is im-
portant to allow others to continue to
offer ideas for consideration.

“Citizen input must be allowed and
the privilege protected;” Fisher said.

As a result of 2009’ Issue 2, the
board is required by law to base its
decisions on certain factors such as
best management practices, veteri-
nary standards, animal health data
and the protection of local food
supplies.

Several board members indicated
that it will be those guidelines, not
the specific terms of the agreement,
that will remain their focus. Perhaps
the biggest change stemming from the
agreement is that the board will not be
racing against a fall ballot issue.

“Quality work can be done. We're
not rushing something to show
something (by Election Day),” said
board member Dominic Marchese.
“It will be better for Ohio.”

While the board plans to consider
the agreement as part of its broader
discussions on animal care, some
members cautioned against basing
decisions on external politics.

“I think it’s important that we
maintain our independence;” Bill
Moody said.

And Jerry Lahmers noted that
the agreement allows the group to
go aboutits work without additional
mandates.

“We're still a separate entity; our
integrity is intact,” he said.

Boggs said board members were
rightly left out of the discussions lead-
ing to the agreement, because they are
charged with judging the recommen-
dations. In fact, engaging in political
negotiations could have set them up
to violate ethical standards.

“My initial reaction was that the
rughad been pulled from underneath
us. But as I look at it now, I think it’s a
blessing in disguise;” said board mem-
ber Robert Cole, acknowledging that
a looming ballot campaign was plac-
ing pressure on the group.

Board member Jeff Wuebker,
whose Darke County hog farm would
be affected if certain recommenda-
tions in the agreement are adopted,
said farmers in his community view
the agreement favorably, and he be-
lieves it allows the industry to plan
for the future with more certainty.

“It could set Ohio up as a leader.
I think it will,” he said.

Some critics of the agreement
point out that if the board ultimate-
ly doesn’t give HSUS what it wants,
the group could return to Ohio with
its ballot initiative.

But supporters say that was
guaranteed to happen without the
agreement. The difference now is
that the Livestock Care Standards
Board has time to do its work and
prove itself to voters.

If HSUS plans to use its petition
signatures in the future, it will have
to keep its identical ballot language
and timelines, which could become
less relevant as the livestock board
continues its work.

BOB EVANS from PG 1

provide two Ohio families with
“Free Breakfast for a Year.”*

Through Oct. 15, Ohioans can
register at www.FarmersFeedUS.org
to win one of two grand prizes of
“Free Breakfast for a Year” at Bob
Fvans Restaurants. Visitors to the
site will be guided through registra-
tion by an Ohio farmer, who will
also explain how he or she produces
safe, nutritious and affordable food.
Consumers can register with each of
seven farmers daily through the end
of the program.

The website features beef, dairy,

pork, lamb, soybean, egg and turkey
farmers from across the state sharing
information about their farms and
their families. The site also features
nutritious recipes and fun farm facts.
More information and complete
rules for the sweepstakes can be
found at www.FarmersFeedUS.org.

*The contest will award two prizes
in the form of individual gift cards,
each worth approximately $1,700,
which is equal to the cost to provide
four (4) Rise & Shine breakfast meals

per week for S2 weeks to two winners.

they have a responsibility to help
with clean-up efforts. But they say
there are no casy fixes as the lake’s
problems extend beyond agricul-
tural runoff.

“We have a share in the blame
and the problem, but there are many
problems with the lake;” said Dennis
Howick, president of the Mercer
County Farm Bureau.

Howick said farmers are taking
action by improving soil conserva-
tion and nutrient management
efforts. In fact, millions of dollars
in conservation funds have been
utilized by farmers to implement
practices such as hay buffers and
manure storage.

“It’s a situation where being good
is no longer good enough. We're be-
ing asked to be great,” said Jill Smith,
OFBF’s organization director for
Mercer, Auglaize, Shelby and Logan
counties.

This year, the Mercer County
Farm Bureau has proposed strength-
ening its local policy, calling for all
livestock farmers in the watershed
to develop nutrient management
plans. Such plans detail where and
when manure and fertilizer should
be used to avoid excess application.

Nikki Hawk, administrator for
the Mercer County Soil and Water
Conservation District, said she is
encouraging farmers to control what
they can.

ATTENTION:
POND OWNERS

Call Professionals!

# Free Consultations!

+ Algae/Weed Treatment
Programs

« Floating Fountains &
Aweration

» Chemical Sales
& Service

AQUA DOC
(800)689-5253

Working full time on Lake Management...
So you don't have to.

www.aquadocinc.com
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“Agriculture may be the predomi-
nant land use, but it doesn’t need to
be any part of the problem,” she said.
“(We should) do everything in our
power as an industry to take ourselves
off the radar, out of the equation. If
you take care of your house, then it
will make a difference.”

Livestock farmer Ivo Post says
most farmers are willing to volun-
tarily work toward the recovery
of the lake. His biggest concern is
that regulations and the associated
paperwork could burden the many
small and medium-sized family
farms in the area.

“I want to be a farmer. My worst
day of the week is when I'm in the
office,” said the former Mercer
County Farm Bureau president.

But the issue has become so
heated that farmers have known ad-
ditional regulation was likely. Gow.
Ted Strickland’s administration
recently proposed new rules that
would, among other things, limit
winter application of manure.

As farmers ramp up their ef-
forts, others are looking at how to
fix problems with the lake itself.
Dredging out sediment would be an
enormous and expensive undertak-
ing. Other efforts look at restoring
wetlands that have been lost over
the years.

2009/2010 Farm
Bureau Goals

Market Farm Bureau to achieve
membership growth

Increase grassroots involvement
by creating a volunteer-friendly
Farm Bureau

Expand relations with
Nationwide and other affinity
organizations

Promote farming and the
agbioresource industry

Influence the adoption of OFBF
and AFBF policy

Speak out and stand up for
animal agriculture and the
food industry

Protect personal property rights

Engage members in the 2009
and 2010 elections

Lovett, of the lake association,
said it's not the time to place blame.

“At some point in time we’ve got
to quit saying who's guilty and we've
got to say we need to get this fixed,”
he said.

TownN HALL OHIO

Thongintful talk abowr [ife fm Oivio

Hear more about issues
impacting the lake on Town Hall
Ohio. The show will be available
at www.townhallohio.org the
week of Aug. 15.
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Stalled trade deals could lead to loss of market share

fter years of being a leader in
Aworld trade negotiations, the

United States is now sitting
on the sidelines.

Congress still has not taken up any
of the hard-fought free trade agree-
ments that were negotiated years ago.
Instead of waiting for the United States
to finalize its preferential agreements,
other countries have started to negoti-
ate their own agreements. The United
States will be at a disadvantage and
lose market share and opportunities if
its competitors have their agreements
in place before the United States does,
said Adam Sharp, Ohio Farm Bureau’s
senior director of legislative and regu-
latory policy.

“The Obama administration
says it wants to expand trade but
in Congress, they are still sitting on
important trade agreements for ag-
riculture,” he said. “We haven’t been
able to ratify free trade agreements
with Colombia, Panama and South
Korea and now our competitors
are moving forward with their own
negotiations and some are close to
being finalized. It’s critical that we
get those agreements ratified.”

In November 2006, the United
States signed a free trade agreement
with Colombia, known as the Co-
lombia Trade Promotion Agreement
or CTPA. Colombia is the United
States’ largest market in South
America. Under the agreement,
Colombia would immediately elim-
inate duties on 53 percent of current
US. trade upon implementation,
according to the US. Department
of Agriculture.

Two years after that agreement
was signed, Canada and Colom-
bia signed a free trade agreement
that would lower barriers to trade
between the two countries. Last
March the government of Canada
introduced legislation to implement
that free trade agreement. If it goes
into effect before the CTPA, Cana-
dian exporters will gain a significant
competitive advantage over the
United States in the Colombian
market for products such as beef,
pork, wheat, barley, apples, peaches
and berries, according to American
Farm Bureau Federation.

Canada is not the only country
that is currently negotiating with
Columbia. The European Union has
concluded a free trade agreement that
could go into effect as early as 2012.

The US. corn market share in
Colombia has already started to drop
because the South American country
implemented a free trade agreement
last year with Mercosur, a South
American regional trade group that
includes Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay
and Uruguay. Because the United
States’ tariff rate is now higher than
that of Mercosur, the US. corn
market share has dropped from 80
percent in 2008 to 37 percent last
year, according to AFBE. Under the
CTPA, US. corn exports would im-
mediately face a tarift of zero percent,
allowing the United States to regain
and maintain some of its lost agricul-
tural market share.

“We are seeing our competitors
negotiating FTAs and preferential
agreements and so increasingly they

If competitors put trade agreements in place before the United States, farmers
could lose opportunities to export products to foreign markets.

are moving into markets that we
once held and unless we are more
aggressive, we will find that our
share continues to drop around the
world,” said Rosemarie Watkins,
AFBF’s director of international
policy.

In June 2008, the United States
signed free trade agreements with
both Panama and South Korea. Un-
der implementation of the Panama
Trade Promotion Agreement, U.S.
exporters would receive duty-free
treatment on products accounting
for more than 60 percent of current
trade, with tariffs on most remain-
ing agricultural products phased out
within 15 years. Last year Canada
and Panama completed negotiations
of a free trade agreement that if in
place before the United States would
give Canada a competitive advan-

tage in the Panamanian market for
products such as beef, frozen potato
products, beans, lentils, pork, malt
and other processed foods.

US. Trade Representative Ron
Kirk has said that if the U.S-South
Korean agreement (KORUS-FTA)
is approved, it would be “the United

File Photo

States’ most commercially signifi-
cant free trade agreement in more
than 16 years.” The U.S. Internation-
al Trade Commission estimates that
the reduction of Korean tariffs and
tariff-rate quotas on goods alone
would add $10 billion to $12 billion
to the annual U.S. Gross Domestic
Product and around $10 billion to
annual merchandise exports to Ko-
rea, according to Kirk’s office.

Last year the European Union
signed a free trade agreement with
Korea that is similar to that negoti-
ated with the United States. The
European Union agreement would
eliminate 82 percent of Korea’s tar-
iffs immediately and 94 percent in
five years. In comparison, KORUS-
FTA would eliminate 94 percent of
tariffs in three years and virtually all
tariffs in 10 years.

“In Korea many of our competi-
tors are negotiating agreements or
looking to finalize agreements,
Watkins said. “We have overall gone
from the No 1 exporter to Korea to

No. 4”

AFBF releases proposal on how
to double U.S. exports in 5 years

American Farm Bureau and two
other groups released a compre-
hensive proposal last month on
how to double U.S. exports in five
years, one of President Obama'’s
key goals.

The recommendations were to:

Enact pending trade agreements

with Colombia, Panama and

South Korea.

Pursue new trade agreements.
Reduce non-tariff barriers.
Improve competitiveness with
investments in infrastructure and
trade facilitation initiatives.
Pursue a Doha Round agreement
that expands world trade.

« Improve export promotion
efforts and financing policies.

Visit MedMutual.com.

© 2010 Medical Mutual of Ohio

Sometimes itfeels like all health plans are the same. And sometimes
the difference is obvious. Does your health plan offer...

m Flexible, affordable coverage with options to meet my budget?
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Work for farmers

: OFBFis monitoring this bill.

continues on
many fronts

Livestock care issues have been receiving a lot of

attention in Ohio recently. But OFBF has continued

to represent its members on a host of other issues.

Following are just some of the highlights from

OFBF's current public policy work and a look at

other areas where the organizaton is engaged.

Federal Issues
and Legislation

Farm Bill m Congress has
been holding hearings regarding

policy recommendations.

members focusing on farm support
programs, dairy policy and conser-
vation.

delivered to Congress this fall.

limate Change ™ OFBF :

C .C 8 ¢ 150, and SB 238 propose various :

and other Ohio farm groups recently A

. ¢ changes to Ohio’s immigration laws :

sent a letter to Congress stating op- .

i . ¢ and may impact employers. OFBF :

position to current climate change : . : .

. : provided background information :

measures and warning that Congress ) .

) : to lawmakers on potential unin- :

must be careful not to act simply for )

¢ tended consequences of enacting : ) AR

: S ..~ ¢ This legislation is supported by the
: state-by-state immigration policies : o 3

: * Whitetail Deer Farmers of Ohio,

. and urged lawmakers to encourage :

i federal solutions to immigration : Inc. but is opposed by the Ohio

problems.

the sake of acting.

Food Safety s OFBF par-
ticipated in an Ohio farm tour that
educated staff of the Federal Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)

on farm food safety and produc-

FDA’s proposed rule regarding on-

for agriculture.

State Issues and
Legislation

Ag Linked Deposit = HB
483/SB 250 would expand the

linked  deposit

increase individual loan availability :
from $100,000 to $150,000. OFBF :

strongly supports the bill.

program  from :

$125 million to $200 million and :
¢ has passed both the House and Sen- :

ate and was signed by the governor.

: OFBF supported this bill.

Immigration = SB 35, SB '
8 : es ™ HB 410 proposes to establish

review

LA

state

Public

! or the enhance-
: ment of nuisance

POLICY & POL

Transfer of Development :

Rights e HB 471 allows local
governments to establish transfer
of development rights programs.

On-farm Energy Produc-

: tion "™ HB 485 would include the
¢ production from certain feedstocks
of biodiesel, biomass energy, electric
¢ or heat energy and biologically de-
¢ rived methane gas in the definition
i of “agriculture” for purposes of laws
: governing county zoning, township
: zoning and current agricultural use
¢ valuation. This change would fa-
cilitate on-farm energy production
¢ using agricultural byproducts such
: as methane captured from manure.
. OFBF supports this legislation.

Farm Vehicle Registration

: Late Fee ™ HB 528 exempts farm

¢ trucks and farm buses from the ve-
Animal Cruelty » HB 55 :
. proposes an increase in penalties
i for repeat offenses of animal cruelty
¢ against livestock from a second to
¢ first degree misdemeanor. OFBF is

the 2012 Farm Bill. American Farm : monitoring this bill.

Bureau Federation (AFBF) is seek-

ing policies for consideration at its : . . :
January annual mecting, OFBF is { proposes stringent regulatpns on :
engaging with Midwestern state ?1}1108 dog brecdc:}sl,. Eartlclularlz :
Farm Bureaus, university specialists : those c}eemcdl as ugh voume.
and AFBF in an cffort to develop OFBF is working to ensure that all :
a regionally supported sct of farm voices are heard on this measure :

OFBF . and that accepted animal husbandry
will hold several farm bill discus- : practices are protected.

sion sessions in September with our !

. hicle registration late fee, establishes
i a mandatory waiver of the registra-
¢ tion late fee for vehicles used on a :
¢ seasonal basis and would allow the
¢ director of public safety to approve
i acourse in remedial driving instruc-
Dog Breeding w SB 95 ti'on that is condu?ted entirely by
¢ video teleconferencing or the Inter-
¢ net under specified circumstances.
: OFBF supports this legislation.

Hunting Near Parks
HB 531 eliminates the prohibition

: against hunting or shooting game
¢ within one-half mile of a township

Animals at Large » HB 503 p.ark.. This leg%slation. repeals a sec-
 aligns with policy adopted by OFBE © tion in the Ohio Revised Code that

delegates at the 2009 Annual Meet-
D, d h el ¢ haveany relevance
. ing and ensures that non-negligent : i
sl k own hose animals es- | © hunting safety
Death Taxes » With the cur- oot OWRErS W
rent federal death tax exemption i v confinement through no faule :
. P ¢ of the owner are not charged under :
expiringat theend of theyear, AFBF : ~ e o :
and OFBE launched a summer-lone - criminal liability provisions. The :
campaign cncouraging members tcg) ¢ legislation will codify the longstand-
sign postcards that state “Put Death ing practice that has recently been
Taxes to Rest” These cards will be challenged by several local court
. ¢ decisions. OFBF supports this bill.

doesn’t appear to

: wildlife and over-
* abundance of wildlife controls, and it

¢ adjacent landowners. OFBF is moni-
: toring this legislation.

Agricultural Deer Licens-

i an agricultural deer propagating :
. license, an agricultural deer hunting
: preserve license and corresponding
¢ requirements under the author-
¢ ity of the director of agriculture.

: Department of Natural Resources,

. the Ohio Department of Agricul-
State Budget " The OFBF :

tion. OFBF staff also have met with : State Budget Task Fordce m(?t for ,the
. . . ¢ first time on June 3. Discussion
FDA staff in Washington regarding : . .

¢ included an in-

. . ¢ depth
farm produce production practices. : of the
OFBF filed joint comments on the : budeet or
measure with the Ohio Produce aufragsk Il)o?)ftt’
Growers and Marketers Associa- : h hallen
tion and others. OFBF met with : inebc da te ief
the USDA Agricultural Marketing : gotia;oiz tl‘ele
Service Administrator regarding : ’ . :
our concerns with the Department’s E}Tj%;tp;c)r: O?j}gﬁ?ﬁ;gslzz/ﬁii
K/iopko S:i Izatloriln}ea.of}fFB(;r;en hospitals and a thorough look at :

arieting Agreement. 3 1 federal health care reform, its impact :
also been working with Sen. Sherrod on Ohio employers and employ- :
Brown rcgard.ing.p ending fcdcra..l ees, and how it will affect state :
food safety legislation (S. 510). N?l— " bu dgeting, The task force will pro-
thcr. (.)FBF ot Al.:BF has an official ¢ duce a report for the board in late
position on this bill to date, and we © Aueust
continue to work to improve the bill gust:

ture and various Ohio sportsmen’s

groups. OFBF is monitoring the
¢ legislation.

{  Wind Energy ™ SB 232 will :
¢ replace current utility tax rates with :
¢ payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT)
: assessments. The focus is to ensure
. resources for local government
and schools, while putting Ohio’s :
impact of the tax structure for rene.wlable energy S P
¢ facilities in a competitive position
. relative to neighboring states. OFBF
: provided testimony as a supportive
. interested party.

Rural Broadband ™ Ohio

: Farm Bureau continues to work :
: with both Connected Nation and : |
: Connect Ohio on greater broad-

: band affordability and availability.

Utili Reeul . Ohio is recognized as a leader in
Lo tility  Regula- 4 vadband mapping and public/
: tions ™ SB 162 revises the state @ .

: . “~ 1 private
¢ regulation of telephone companies, :

: . ¢ programs.
¢ removes telegraph companies from :

: utility regulation, and revises the :
law concerning confidential infor- :
mation of public utilities. Failure :
funds available in Ohio’s agricultural :to upgrade these laws could hinder :
: new investment in our state includ- :
ing broadband deployment. Thebill :
 be launched this fall.

partnership  deployment

Hunter Access Pilot Pro-
gram ™ This program, which

sought to connect farmers and

hunters to reduce deer damage, was

. evaluated by OFBF and ODNR and

an expanded program is expected to
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International Container :
Shipping w As a result of ongo-
. ing discussions amongst interested :
i parties, including OFBF, the Ohio :
Department of Transportation an-
. nounced it will file a new rule to
: permitoverweightinternational ship-
i ping containers be transported on
¢ Ohio
¢ This is a great
¢ breakthrough and
¢ will put Ohio in a
: much more com-
© petitive position for exporting Ohio
: grain via shipping containers.

roadways.

Nutrient Management

© Nutrient management and water
i quality related to agriculture is com-
. ingtoahead on several fronts in Ohio.
i The Ohio Lake Erie Phosphorus Task
¢ Force released its report suggesting
: that currently acceptable agricultural
: management practices may be the
¢ cause of excess dissolved phosphorus
. loading to Lake Erie. Grand Lake :

ects in northwest and north central :

¢ with county Farm Bureau leaders :
i to address local policy concerns and  :
: prepare for public hearings.

. helping several county Farm Bu-
' reaus in eastern Ohio form a task
¢ force to identify/recruit a solid :

. biofuel processing company to es- :
: uetp sIng company to ¢ Farm Bureau attorneys have assisted
: tablish operations in the region. :

: OFBF is working with the Ohio :
: 8 : with the goal of establishing a good
¢ Department of Development and : . .
: . ¢ body of case law on agricultural is-
¢ other government agencies to ar- : o .
: . . ¢ sues and avoiding outcomes which
. range farmer-processor discussion : .

: > ¢ would set bad precedent for agricul-
: sessions in northwest, northeast and :

¢ southwest Ohio.

¢ tripping electric usage
¢ thresholds that bring

. demand meters and
higher rate structures

. to the farm. OFBF is
¢ conducting legal research

¢ on tariffs and working with the
© incumbent utilities to implement
. better information programs advis-
¢ ing farmers on the issue.

! Bureau

Nuclear Energy = OFBF is

. working with a stakeholder group
¢ formed by Duke Energy to evaluate
¢ intermediate and long-term energy
requirements for southern Ohio
consumers, and the possibility of
: developing nuclear generation ca-
i pacity in the region.

Utility Tariff Issues = A

¢ number of farmers in certain service
: areasare discovering that as they refit
¢ their farm facilities to become more
© energy efficient, they are

Pollution Abatement ™

: . ) : OFBEF staff met with the Ohio De-
¢ St. Marys continues to be an issue of :

© Jocal and statewide concern : partment of Natural Resources to

i review its proposed changes to ag-
:  Ohio Great Lakes Com- :
: pact " Efforts continue for the
. Ohio Great Lakes Compact Advi- :
: sory Board to complete its work and
provide its recommendations to the :
i governor and General Assembly. :

. Feeding Facilities ™ The Ohio
* While many details are yet to be : & . ,

: . . : Department of Agriculture’s Con-
. worked out regarding the regulation : . . g

: . . ¢ centrated Animal Feeding Facilities
: of new or increased withdrawals, ad- : . . Lo

. ¢ advisory committee, which includes
¢ visory board members have reached : .

: : Ohio Farm Bureau, announced that
‘ a consensus on several general :

: principles.

¢ riculture pollution abatement rules.
: ODNR-DSWC will soon begin its
. required five-year review of agricul-
¢ ture pollution abatement rules.

Concentrated Animal

: it would be conducting a required
i five-year rule review.

:  Power Siting Board m :
.OFBF w'as recognized as an o'fﬁcml, Department of Agriculture’s dairy
. intervening party of record with the :

: Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB)
in seven cases concerning approval : L. i
of new wind farm construction proj- : plaintiffs and defen
¢ drastically infringes on the rights of :

: Ohio. OFBF continues to work :

Dairy Labeling » The Ohio

: labeling rule is now being heard by
¢ a federal appellate court, and both

¢ dants appeared before e
: the court to make their
¢ oral arguments in
¢ carly June. Ohio Farm
and Ohio = a

¢ Dairy Producers As-
Solid Biofuels "™ OFBF is : sociation each filed amicus briefs on
. the subject(s). The court is expected

: to render a decision in mid fall.

Ag Law Coalition "™ Ohio

agricultural attorneys around Ohio

¢ tural law.

Demand for quality on-farm
storage is stronger than ever.

Now is the time to upgrade
your Brock Grain Handling

oM SERy,

(@C}
G

System for this year's harvest.

www.ElginServiceCenter.com
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¥=v Coundils: Speak Out

&
Grand Lake St. Marys - See article on page 1

Regulations on nutrient management that have been proposed in the Grand Lake St. Marys Watershed could have
ripple effects for farmers across Ohio. Consider the following issues:

1)Nutrient management plans provide a blueprint for how and when farmers will apply manure and fertilizer. If
more farmers were required to develop and follow these plans, how would this affect members of your community?
What are the potential positives and negatives?

2)What is the responsibility of individual farmers to manage nonpoint source pollution, such as farm runoft?
Should the public help fund efforts to take land out of production and implement conservation practices such as buf-
fer strips? What policy suggestions does your council have for dealing with nutrient management issues?

3)Regulations are often driven by public opinion. If farmers are already following best management practices on a
voluntary basis, how can we assure the public that appropriate measures are being taken to protect the environment
without additional regulation?

Register Now for the...

World’s Largest Combine Clinic

Friday, August 27,2010 * 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. * London, Ohio

“ServingYou for the Future”
Check in begins at 8:30 a.m., followed by classes at 10 a.m.

Rotate through five informational sessions, focusing on 50, 60 and 70 series combines, including
platforms and heads, combine attachments, combine in field settings, combine industry and
equipment frends and iT4 engines.

John Deere Credit incentives. Parts and Service promotions for registered participants.

Chance to win Ohio State foothall tickets, Blue Juckets hockey tickets, coats, hats, t-shirts,
gloves, Stihl products and much more!

$55 registration fee required per attendee and a $55 JD Equipment store credit will be
presented upon clinic completion.

Don’t miss this historic event, register online at www.jdequipment.com
Registration closes August 20, 2010 and are open to the first 300 registrants
Problems registering? Call these individuals for assistance.
Marion: Sherri (866) 389-5458  Lancaster: Relinda (800) 805-7914

London: Linda (800) 659-5646 Washington Court House: Gale (800) 643-7720
Wilmington: Debbie (800) 984-6543

W Amanda, OQhio

740.969.4340 F
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You posted, we listened.
Others will too

U Farmer voices need
to continue online

In the summer of 2008, Ohio
Farm Bureau staff considered
what needed to be included in
aredesign of an OFBF.org web-
site that, in terms of Internet
standards, was stuck in 1998.
Sitting atop that list was the
voice of the Ohio Farm Bureau
member.

Since spring of 2009, mem-
bers have been able to create a free
user account at OFBF.org, allowing
them to comment on stories, vote
in reader polls, casily access their
county Farm Bureau and check and
renew their membership status.

In the summer of 2010, the on-
line voice of the Ohio Farm Bureau
member played a vital role in our
communication on an important
issue in which many were actively
involved.

When news broke of the
agreement between Ohioans for
Livestock Care, Gov. Ted Strickland
and the Humane Society of the
United States, many of our members
discovered these features and used
them to let us know their thoughts
and questions about the agreement.

And it wasn’t just on OFBF.org.

Ohio Farm Bureau members
spoke out throughout the web with
comments and concerns about the
agreement posted on news stories,
blog posts, Facebook pages, Twitter
and other content.

And we know that, because we
are listening.

A proactive focus on social me-
dia allows OFBF to give real-time
information, receive real-time feed-
back, and answer your actual (and
sometimes tough) questions that
need to be answered. Thank you to
all who comment on OFBF.org and
throughout the web. Your online

voices let us take a timely pulse of
our membership and provide infor-
mation you need. This is the essence
of social media.

We've never had an easier way to
make our voices heard, and as prov-
en this summer, OFBF members are
quickly learning to use it, and share
it, online.

According to comments and con-
cerns, many were itching for a fight
at the ballot this fall and were pre-
pared to invest significant personal
time toward the cause.

With a ballot issue off the
table, now is the ideal time for Ohio
farmers to reinvest that momen-
tum and passion toward OFBF’s
forward-looking mission to forge
a partnership between farmers and
consumers.

You told us how you feel on
OFBF.org, and we're in the business
of keeping you in business. But is
your voice as loud in spaces where
those with ulterior motives are tell-
ing consumers how to feel about
what you do?

Like the OFBForg website, a
little bit of personal online invest-
ment toward being proactive,
transparent and responsive to con-
sumer concerns can help us all move

beyond 1998.

Sign up for your personalized account
and enable your voice at OFBF.org.

A.T.A.C. “Pond Management Specialist”

e 4229 Wilmington Road
4 ,, _@ Lebanon, Ohio
3 888-998-7663
www.atac.cc

Algae Control

FISH : ;
STOCKING Aeratlo_n Equipment
Bass Fountains

Bluegill Water Garden Supplies
Amurs K PP
Perch Docks

Minnows Fish Population Studies
Crappie Fish Structure

Many More

Fish Food

FOR SALE:

Triploid White Amur, Bass,
Bluegill, Catfish, Crayfish,
Jumbo Tadpoles, etc.

Also available:
Fountains and windmills

Fender’s Fish Hatchery
and Llama Farm
50527 Township Rd 220,
Baltic, OH 43804 J
740-622-0681

www.ruffseedfarm.com
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MAY WE
INTRODUCE...

“It’s important to have that voice
in Washington D.C. because
they don’t understand farming
and what it’s all about.”

~ Jayne Wallace, Harrison County

Jayne Wallace has never missed
Farm Bureau’sannual trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. since becoming Harrison
County’s president in 2001.

“My biggest thing with being a
Farm Bureau member is having some-
one speak up for us in Washington,
D.C.) she said.
“So many don't
realize what all
Farm Bureau
does. They hear
Farm Bureau
and think it’s just
farmers and it’s
not — it’s so much
more because
Farm Bureau speaks for a lot of (differ-
ent groups of ) people.”

Wallace has been a Farm Bureau
member for about 30 years, and she
and her husband, Keith, raise Angus
beef cattle and have a small flock
of dropper sheep. She worked at a
BP service station for years. They
have three grown children and four
grandsons.

Wallace has also served on Har-
rison County’s women’s committee
and membership. She currently
serves on the Harrison County Ju-
nior Fair Livestock Sales Committee
and the county’s Democratic party.

“We’re trying to feed the world
and if we’re not careful we won’t be
able to meet those needs,” she said.

Wallace

NATIONWIDE NEWS

'FARM BUREAU NEWS!

Inviting the public onto your farm can
increase liability along with income

Corn mazes, hayrides, boo barns
and pumpkin patches. There are lots
of ways to attract visitors and extra
income to farms in the autumn.

Tens of thousands of US. farms
now earn income from agritourism.
The attractiveness of agritourism con-
tinues to grow as more consumers turn
to farmers and ranchers for local prod-
ucts, as well as for interactive social,
educational and outdoor activities.

Besides adding income, farmers
are encouraged by how these side-
line businesses increase the public’s
understanding of and appreciation
for the role of farming in the Ameri-
can economy and food supply.

However, it’s also important for
farmers to understand the increased
liability that comes with inviting the
public onto their premises.

Agritourism can encompass a
wide range of activities, from u-pick
operations to petting zoos and farm
markets — all designed to bring in-
creasing numbers of urban dwellers
onto farms for leisure, education
and entertainment.

Legal responsibilities foragritour-
ism exposures are unique compared
to those associated with traditional
production farming.

“Studies have shown that farming
is one of the nation’s most danger-
ous occupations;” said Jerry Hillard,
farm sales director for Nationwide
Agribusiness Insurance, which is
endorsed by Ohio Farm Bureau.
“That risk increases dramatically

Farms that provide agritourism opportunities can face unique legal risks that

can be managed through liability insurance.

when producers market their farms
to attract the public. And the risks
are especially high when children
are involved.”

Farmers who become involved
with agritourism activities need to
discuss their specific types of busi-
nesses with their insurance agent.
“Usually, the policy that provides li-
ability for the farm business does not
extend to liability from other profit-
making activities, Hillard said. “So
it’s important that they get coverage
for these additional activities.”

“Nationwide Agribusiness Insur-
ance, with its roots in agriculture and

Discover What Some Of
Our Customers Are Saying...

Carl Landewee

2009 - 1st Place NCGA Yield Contest Winner

with SCS 1THQ38™* brand hybrid~ 288.9059 BU/AC ~ AA No-Till/Strip-Till Non-Irrigated Class

“The SCS 11HQ38™* brand hybrid jumped out of the ground. It was up a day or

two earlier than the other corn. It looked great all year. It didn’t have any blank ears when | walked
through the corn. It stood perfectly and dried quickly! The corn hybrid has a great disease package and
we had lots of disease this year. We are very pleased with the Seed Consultants seed.”

Kyle Ball

London, Ohio
“Service, Yield, and Family-Owned, are the reasons I plant 100% Seed Consultants
seed on my farm.”
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strong ties to Farm Bureau, recog-
nizes that we must make changes to
continue properly serving our poli-
cyholders,” he added. “That’s why we
offer additional liability coverages
that can be written as a package, in
conjunction with a farm policy, to
cover agritourism ventures.”
Nationwide Agribusiness is the
farm and agricultural arm of the Na-
tionwide group of companies, and is
the No. 1 farm insurer in the United
States. For more information about
farm coverages, contact a nearby
Nationwide Insurance agent.

File Photo

onYOU R behalf

Through your support, here are
some of the day-to-day activities
Farm Bureau staff engage in
to promote agriculture and
strengthen rural Ohio.

David Rule is OFBF’s senior
director of human resources and
technology. He is responsible for
making sure the organization is
staffed with peo-
ple who fit Farm
Bureau’s culture,
are passionate
about their work
and are properly
trained to serve
our members. He
makes sure Farm
Bureau uses tech-
nology to maximize the effectiveness
ofits work force in a financially sound
manner.

Rule does recruiting visits at col-
leges and universities in Ohio and
surrounding states to find graduating
students looking for careers in agricul-
ture. He currently serves on the GIST
Chair Advisory Group at Ohio State
University, which focuses on leader-
ship development related to Ohio
agriculture. One of his recent activities
was planning the annual Leadership
Conference for volunteers, an event
that he has chaired since 1989.

“I enjoy the opportunity to work
with Ohio Farm Bureau employees
in a way in which they can learn
and grow as professionals and are
prepared to serve our members in
a positive and productive environ-
ment,” he said.

Rule

SCI OFFERS:

Proven Performance
2009 - 1st Place NCGA Yield Contest Winner and Five State Winners

Regional Replicated Testing

Eastern Corn Belt’s Largest

Choices
Not tied to ONE Company’s Traits or Genetics

Reasonable Pricing
Seed Industry’s Best Buy

SEED CONSULTANTS, INC.

Your Independent Seed Corn Leader

800-708-2676

Web Site: www.seedconsultants.com
E-mail: seedconsultants@seedconsultants.com

nsultants, Inc.
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5 FARM BUREAU ‘g
MEMBERS

*Must be a Farm Bureau® mem rfor at le least your local Farm Bureau® office for details. 'EPA estimates based on 20 highway
mpg. Farm Bureau® is a federally reglstered collective membershlp and a registered service mark of the American Farm Bureau Federation:”
HEMI is a registered trademark of Chrysler Group LLC.
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A Learning
Experience:

A young visitor to Ohio
Farm Bureau's Land and
Living exhibit at the Ohio
State Fair gets a hand
planting a flower. The
display was one of many
opportunities for visitors
to learn about Ohio
agriculture.

Each year hundreds

of thousands of visi-
tors make their way to
the exhibit to watch
chicks and ducks hatch,
navigate a pedal tractor
course, climb a giant
corn wall and view dis-
plays on crops, livestock
and conservation.

Ohio Gov. Ted Strick-
land and his Republican
contender John Kasich
also toured the building
as did Senate candidates
Rob Portman and Lee
Fisher along with other
political candidates.

Photo by Dan Toland

Langes named outstanding tree farmers

U Farm will host free field day

Earlier this year, Fulton County
Farm Bureau members Donna and
Walt Lange were recognized as Ohio
Tree Farmers of the Year. The Ohio
Division of Forestry nominated the
Langes for the award because of their
commitment to wise stewardship of
their S6-acre tree farm in Fulton

County, as well as their statewide ef-
forts to promote the importance of
forests and woodland conservation.

The Langes have worked hard
to promote the value and ben-
efits of healthy woodlands within
the Ohio Tree Farm Committee,
National Tree Farm Operating Com-
mittee,the OhioForestry Association,
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

Forestry Committee, and in partner-
ship with numerous northwest Ohio
soil and water conservation districts.

A free public field day, which
includes tours, demonstrations and
educational opportunities, is planned
for Sept. 25 at the Lange Tree Farm.
Learn more about the tree farm pro-
gram and get details on the upcoming
field day at www.treefarm.org

Wwe’ll help you protect it.

Nationwide® Agribusiness offers the kind of
personalized insurance and service that farmers
have counted on for over 100 years.

Ask your agent about

Nationwide® Agribusiness Insurance.
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Cuyahoga horse owners reach out

The Cuyahoga County Equine
Advisory Committee is comprised of
individuals who come from various
backgrounds, but who all share a love
of horses. The committee is fervent in
sharing its passion with others.

The 7th Annual Benefit Horse
Show was held at the Cuyahoga
County Fairgrounds on July 18, with
participants competing in a variety
of show classes and fun events. “The
very first benefit show was estab-
lished to raise money in support of
the Mounted Unit of the Cleveland
Police Department,” said Joe Po-
rach, Equine Advisory Committee
chairperson. “That year we raised
and donated over $5,000. This year
with the economy the way it is, we
still expect to clear $1,400 after ex-
penses.” The proceeds from this year’s
show are earmarked to support the
“Regional Equine Information Net-
work System” (REINS) program.

The REINS program, established
by Ohio State University Extension,
is dedicated to the education of
equine enthusiasts to continue the
growth of the industry. On June 24
the Equine Advisory Committee
hosted a REINS program for local
animal control officers. “We wanted
to work with the animal control of-
ficers to help educate them for when
they are asked to investigate poten-
tial animal abuse cases,” Porach said.
“We have created a relationship
with these officers, so if they have
questions they call me first” The
advisory committee has a goal to
educate those who own horses or
may want to own a horse, about the
proper way to care for that animal.

Find out what’s happening with
your county Farm Bureau by visit-
ing the Ohio County Pages section
of the Ohio Farm Bureau website at
www.ofbf.org/counties

Action: Dwight Beougher, a Franklin County Farm Bureau member,
delivers a speech in front of a television camera as part of a recent spokes-
person training program held by Ohio Farm Bureau’s Center for Food and
Animal Issues. The program provided instruction to Farm Bureau members
who were interested in becoming a community spokesperson on food and
animal topics. The program worked toward OFBF’s goal of speaking out
and standing up for animal agriculture and the food industry.

Photo by Seth Teter

ENDORSED BY:

CHIC) FAS BLEEALI Nationwide

Nationwide’
Agribusiness

Thank you for making us the #1 farm insurer

| trust Nationwide Agribusiness with my farm.

Brent Porteus. President, Ohio Farm Bureau Federation.

You probably know me as president of the Ohio Farm Bureau. But I’'m also a farmer who knows
the importance of working with a company and agents that understand farms and how to protect them.
| trust Nationwide Agribusiness with my farm. | know you’ll enjoy working with them too.

Farm Bureau members have another reason to choose Nationwide Agribusiness - Lower insurance costs.
Farm Bureau members save up to 10% on their farm insurance.

Ask your agent or call 888-370-3870 today.

Source: 2008 Munich Re Report. Based on premium and loss data.

Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and AMCO Insurance Company. Home Office: 1100 Locust
Street, Des Moines, |A, 50391. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review, and approval. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide and the Nationwide framemark service marks of Nationwide

Mutual Insurance Company. ©

20010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.
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