General Farm Bill Survey
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

Instructions:

With Congress in the process of writing a new farm bill, the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation would like to collect your response to this general farm bill survey by October 28, 2011.  While Farm Bureau already has extensive existing policy on the farm bill established through our grassroots policy development program, this survey will attempt to collect more specific information and aid in allowing OFBF staff to provide more detailed input into ongoing farm bill policy discussions on Capitol Hill.   Please have as many as possible of your County Farm Bureau Board of Trustee members complete this survey and return all forms by October 28.  Regarding the protection of personal information, please note we are not asking for the name of individuals who complete the survey, only the county name.  Only a compiled response from the entire state will be reported to the OFBF Policy Development Committee and OFBF Board of Trustees.  Thank you for your input on this important project.  Feel free to attach additional comments and thoughts if the room provided on this sheet isn’t sufficient.  
Questions:  

Are you?  Male ___ Female ___     Your Age?  ______
How would you describe your farming operation (check one)?  
Less than 100 acres
 ___









100-500 acres

 ___









500-1500 acres

 ___









More than 1500 acres
 ___  

Do you have an off-farm job (full or part-time)?  Yes ___ No ___

If married, does your spouse have an off-farm job (full or part-time)?  Yes ___ No ___

What County/Counties do you farm in?  _________________________________________________________

What crops/livestock do you produce? ___________________________________________________________

Do you participate in farm programs? Yes____   No_____

If No, please explain any reasons _________________________________________________________________

If Yes, Please rank your support for the following programs (1 being the most important to you):
FARM BILL PROGRAM



RANKING
Additional Comments (Optional)
Average Crop revenue Election (ACRE)


____

____________________________
Counter Cyclical Program




____

____________________________
Direct Payments





____

____________________________
Commodity Loan and LDP’s



____

____________________________
Dairy Programs:


Price Support Program



____

____________________________


Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC)

____

____________________________


Other _____________



____

____________________________

Land Retirement Programs


Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

____

____________________________


Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)


____

____________________________


Conservation Res. Enhancement Program (CREP)
____

____________________________

Working Lands Conservation Programs


Conservation Security Program (CSP)

____

____________________________


Environmental Quality Incentive Program 

____

____________________________

Preservation Programs




____

____________________________

Crop Insurance





____

____________________________

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
____

____________________________
Other Risk Management Programs
_______________
____

____________________________

Agricultural credit




____

____________________________
Disaster Assistance




____

____________________________

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE)

____

____________________________
Specialty Crop Block Grants



____

____________________________

Food and Nutrition Programs (School Lunch/Food Stamps) 
____

____________________________

New, Beginning or Disadvantaged Farmer Programs

____

____________________________

Energy Crop Programs




____

____________________________

Food Safety Programs




____

____________________________

Agricultural Research




____

____________________________

Rural Development Programs



____

____________________________

Organic Programs




____

____________________________

Other ______________________________


____

____________________________

Due to federal budget constraints, the direct payment program is expected to face elimination or severe funding reductions.   Would you support the elimination of the direct payment program in order to preserve other programs?
Yes ___ No___
If yes, what TWO other programs would you most prefer to retain?  ________________________



If no, why not?  Please explain _____________________________________________________

Other policy issues may be part of the next farm bill, do you support:
Lowering farm program payment caps?
Yes ___ No ___   Explain (Optional):___________________________

Mandatory animal identification?  

Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________
Voluntary animal identification?  

Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________

Pursuing more free-trade agreements?
Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________

Improved producer protections in livestock contracts? Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):____________________

Increase food traceability systems?

Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________

Labeling of biotech food products?

Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________

Requiring crop insurance to participate in farm programs? Yes ___ No ___ Explain (Optional):_________________

Continuing Ethanol:


Blending credits


Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________

Import tariffs 

Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________

Usage mandates 

Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):___________________________
A “shallow loss” risk protection safety net program? Yes ___ No ___ 
Explain (Optional):____________________

Only complete this question if a dairy producer:  Due to major volatility in the dairy market over the last several years, would you support eliminating the current Dairy Product Price Support Program and Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) program in favor of a new dairy program?  Yes ___ No___   

If Yes, what new dairy programs or ideas would you support? Please rank (1 being most important to you):


Margin Protection Program (based on price of milk and price of feed)  


____


Market Stabilization Program (temporary quota system)



____


Quota System 








____


More frequent product price reporting (daily)




____


More simple pricing system based on two classes of milk (fluid and manufacturing) 
____


Producer funded program seeking more aggressive cow culling during market downturns ____


Other?  Please explain ___________________________________________________
____

Thank you for your time in completing this important survey.  
RETURN BY


OCTOBER 28, TO:





C/O Jennifer Baldwin


Ohio Farm Bureau Federation


P.O. Box 182383


Columbus, Ohio


43218-2383





OR:  Fax 614-246-8689 


OR:  Email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:jbaldwin@ofbf.org" �jbaldwin@ofbf.org�   








