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General Farm Bill Talking Points

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
Now is the time to familiarize yourself with some basic explanations of what farm programs do and why they should be adequately funded.   If you would like additional information, contact Adam Sharp, OFBF Sr. Director, legislative and regulatory policy at  (614) 246 – 8278 or asharp@ofbf.org or Joe Cornely, Sr. Director, corporate communications at  614 246 8230 or jcornely@ofbf.org 

Basic Tips:

1)
Our main goal is to help Mr. and Mrs. Taxpayer understand that they benefit from the farm bill and why it is in the nation’s best interest to provide sufficient funding.  

2)
When communicating about this issue, address the topics from the consumer's point of view.  Your goal isn’t to explain why you need farm subsidies; your goal is to talk about how the public benefits from farm support programs.
3)
Be open and honest.  Remember, the public loves farmers, and if you speak from the heart, you'll have a receptive audience.

About Farm Programs in General:  

1)
Farm programs work:  the result of decades of farm support payments is a food supply that is bountiful,   affordable, safe and produced domestically. Farm programs stabilize food prices and our economy, insulating American consumers from the volatility seen in other nations.

2)
Farm supports are not handouts, they're payment for services rendered:  Public policy dictates that we maintain our domestic food supplies while protecting our air, water and soil.  Farm payments represent the public's share of the costs of carrying out that policy.

3)
Food security:  We know what happens when we rely on foreign suppliers of oil.  Do we want to be dependent on foreign food suppliers as well?  

4)
Food safety:  Domestic foods are produced under stringent safety regulations; regulations that don’t necessarily exist in other countries. 

5)
Farm programs are an economic development tool:  There are 1,000 Ohio food processing companies and 1 million Ohio workers who would be out of business and jobs without farmers supplying raw materials. Plus, farm payments are a part of the community’s cash flow, which pays wages and taxes and buys products and services in the local economy.

6)
Farm program spending is a drop in the bucket:  For every $100 in federal spending, only 14 cents goes to farm safety net programs.  

7)
Most of the farm bill helps the needy: 75 percent of the farm bill goes to food stamps, school lunches and other food and nutrition programs. And the whole farm bill is less than 2 percent of federal spending. 

8)
Farm payments are already being reduced:  Commodity payments under the current farm bill (2008) are down 45 percent from the previous farm bill (2002). Commodity payments will be 12 percent lower this year and 30 percent lower next year compared to 2010. 


(source: Congressional Research Service)

9)
Budgeted does not equal spent:  Farm program money is spent only if it’s needed.  For example, over the 6 years of the last farm bill, farm spending was 20 percent less than what was allocated. (source: Congressional Research Service)

10)
The U.S. is fighting against unfair competition:  The American farmer can compete against any other producer around the world, but we can't compete against foreign governments, which heavily subsidize their farmers.  For example:  in developed nations, the average share of farmers’ incomes from subsidies is 22 percent.  In the U.S. that share is 9 percent.  Unilateral disarmament is not wise national policy.

Additional Farm Programs Talking Points:  

· Farmers support maintaining a strong safety net for agriculture.  This safety net comes in the form of the Farm Bill, which is renewed by Congress every 4 or 5 years. The budget for the next farm bill will likely be established later this year, and new farm bill programming completed in 2012.  

· The farm bill is less than 2% of the annual federal budget, and 75% of that amount is for food stamp (Now the SNAP Program) and food nutrition programs such as school lunch and snack programs. 

· Less than half of one percent of the annual federal budget is for actual commodity “farm” programs, which help stabilize the farm economy and allow the average U.S. consumer to spend far less on food than most other developed countries (as percentage of our income).  Americans spend about 10-12% of our income each year on food.     

· The farm bill no longer pays farms in the U.S. not to plant crops.   Interestingly, many of our current farm programs are cost-share in nature, meaning the farmer has to voluntarily enter into a contract with the government and pay part of the cost in order to receive program benefits.    For example,  conservation programs, crop insurance.
· Make no mistake, America's farmers want to get their income from the marketplace, not the government, but market conditions are very volatile for most farm products.  Farm bill programs establish a safety net for farmers and for our food supply.  These programs help farm families survive periods of rock-bottom prices and soaring production costs.  Otherwise the nation’s food supply, and the farms that provide it, could see wild swings in price and availability.  

· To put it simply, farm safety net programs are important to the economic survival of the nation's traditionally family-owned farm structure.  Ninety-eight percent of our nation’s farms are family owned business.  Not so-called “factory” or “corporate” farms.  

· Federal farm safety net programs are primarily based on production. Time and time again, this has proven to be the best manner to allocate funds to the families most responsible for producing this nation's food and fiber. Farmers who produce more traditionally receive larger payments, but they also take larger risks and have significantly higher investments in their farms. When crop prices are depressed, no farm is immune to difficulty, especially those with greater risk.

· Farm program payments are a public investment in the nation’s food, environmental, and economic security. They help provide some measure of stability to the volatile business of food production, keeping Americans supplied with the safest and most affordable food in the world. 

· U.S. consumers reap many benefits from these payments, including a top quality, stable and affordable food supply that takes less of the consumer’s dollar than any place else in the world. Funding better environmental practices benefits all of society through improved soil, water and air quality. Dollars received by farmers are re-invested in communities and businesses that would often wither without a stable local agricultural industry.

· Some criticize U.S. farmers for being more subsidized compared to farmers in other countries.  U.S. farmers are subsidized at a rate of about 9% compared to the average rate of 20% subsidy received by all economically developed nations in the world ( many much higher).  For example:  Turkey’s rate is 34%, Japan is 47%, and Korea’s 51%.  To eliminate U.S. farm support would put U.S. farmers at a serious international disadvantage and food security in the U.S. could be jeopardized.  To put it another way, if U.S. farm support was eliminated, U.S. farmers would be placed in an economic disadvantage when competing in world markets against farmers from other countries who would still be subsidized (some at very high rates).    
· Agriculture is integral to the economy, the environment and society; the farm bill impacts every American, every day.  

· Farm bill dollars primarily go to combat hunger.  Over 75 percent will be spent on food stamps, child nutrition, school lunches and other feeding programs.  Much of the rest goes towards conservation, energy programs, homeland security, food safety efforts and research to keep our food supply secure. 
· Half of all American children born today will receive some food assistance aid by the time they are 20 years old.  

· Farm programs also address the challenge of foreign governments, which subsidize agriculture at exorbitant levels. Europe alone outspends us by more than double.  American producers can compete with other farmers but they can't compete with government treasuries.  Since the world playing field isn't level, it's in our best interest to help American farmers remain competitive.  We should not object to buying food from foreign farmers, but only if we want to, not because we have to. 

· Farmers know better than anyone that farming is a high-wire act: the risks of uncontrollable weather, unfair competition and uncertain market prices are balanced against the satisfaction of working with family and nature to feed the world.  The farm bill will be their safety net. And if you eat, it will be yours as well. 

· The state of Ohio receives on average much more money from the farm bill for food assistance programs (food stamps, school lunch programs, etc) than for farmer safety net programs.  

· Three Ohio Members of Congress sit on the U.S. House Agriculture Committee, the committee that writes new farm bills:  Reps. Jean Schmidt (R), Bob Gibbs (R), Marcia Fudge (D).  U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown sits on the U.S. Senate Agriculture Committee.  

· Ohio livestock farmers support adequate funding for the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) as it has greatly benefitted Ohio livestock farmers.   
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