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POLICY & POLITICS

Advisory Council Discussion Questions
Built on Belief, see page 3

Many council members made a specific choice to be a farmer or involved in agriculture. The reason you chose 
agriculture as a way of life for you and your family was not simply to make money (you could have done that 
in other careers) or only because your parents or grandparents were farmers (people choose professions differ-
ent from their family businesses all the time). This article has real statements from real farmers explaining the 
core reason why they farm. It’s your turn to share your “why”:
•	 Why do you farm (if you are retired, why did you farm)?
•	 If you are not a farmer, why do you do what you do?

The cooperative movement, which led to the creation of farmer and member-owned cooperatives such as 
Landmark, Nationwide Insurance and others was  the result of Farm Bureau members  not just identifying 
a problem, but actively looking for opportunities to work together to help all farmers not just survive, but 
thrive.  Looking toward the future, what  new ways  do you see for Ohio Farm Bureau members to cooperate 
so agriculture can continue to thrive in Ohio? 

Consider Lincoln’s famous quote, “People have within their own hands the tools and the power to fashion 
their own social and economic destinies, if they will only organize themselves to use them.” How do you apply 
that quote to the Ohio Farm Bureau of today?

NEWSbriefs     Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

The record rainfall this spring in Ohio created not 
only a planting headache for farmers but major manure 
storage challenges.

Because of the soggy weather, many farmers were 
unable to get into the fields to plant or safely apply fertil-
izer and manure, said John Kessler, assistant chief for the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Soil 
and Water Resources. That meant many manure storage 
facilities were almost at capacity, causing concerns that 
some of the manure could work its way into waterways.

During the rainy season, ODNR offered up to $500 
in financial assistance to help qualified livestock facil-
ity operators haul the manure to a municipal treatment 
plant or another storage facility that still had capacity. 
The program was a temporary solution for farmers who 
had no other means of storage or transportation of the 
manure.

“The drier weather came in the nick of time – we had 
some inquiries about the program,” Kessler said.

While the financial assistance program will continue 
to be offered this summer, Kessler said it was important 
for farmers to consider working up nutrient management 
plans and trying to retrofit existing manure storage sites.

“The problem has been around a long time and was 
exacerbated by all the rainfall,” he said. “The last couple 
of weeks we’ve had some dry spells, taking the pressure 
off but it could continue to be a problem.”

Kessler recommended that farmers try to have 120 to 
180 days of manure storage so they can survive a couple 
of seasons of bad weather. Retrofitting an existing site or 
adding a new one can cost tens of thousands of dollars or 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, he said.

“Some are very challenging to retrofit or may not have 
the space. There may be problems in the soil or the geol-
ogy may not support having a waste treatment pond put 
in,” he said. “It’ll be a job for many years to retrofit and 
properly design Ohio’s facilities to have at least 120 days 
of storage.”

Hirsch takes OFBF policy to Washington, D.C.
OFBF President Steve Hirsch, a farmer from Ross County, was recently 

in Washington, D.C. to visit with several lawmakers and 
their staff.  The trip was a chance for Hirsch, who was 
elected in April, to meet with lawmakers for the first time 
as OFBF’s president and to discuss trade agreements, the 
need for safety net programs in the upcoming farm bill 
and legislation that would fix costly redundancy in the 
permitting process for pesticides. 

 Hirsch also met with House Agriculture Committee staff 
to discuss oversight issues regarding the implementation of 
the Food Safety Modernization Act and with the agriculture 

adviser to the U.S. EPA administrator to discuss issues related to Grand Lake  
St. Marys, agricultural dust rules, nutrient management and pesticide regulation.

Farmers double corn production using less fertilizer
The Fertilizer Institute announced recently that between 1980 and 2010, 

U.S. farmers nearly doubled corn production using slightly fewer fertilizer 
nutrients than were used in 1980. The announcement is based on fertilizer 

application rate data released by USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
In 1980, farmers grew 6.64 billion bush-
els of corn using 3.9 pounds of nutrients 
(nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium) 
for each bushel, and in 2010 they grew 
12.45 billion bushels using 1.6 pounds of 
nutrients per bushel produced. In total, 
this represents an 87.5 percent increase in 

production with 4 percent fewer total nutrients during that same time frame.
Corn production accounts for half of U.S. fertilizer use, and experts esti-

mate that 40 percent to 60 percent of world food production is attributable 
to fertilizers.

Knowing what’s on the minds of 
voters and consumers can be a valu-
able tool. Getting that knowledge 
can be as simple as doing a poll. 
But doing the right type of poll and 
doing it correctly is both an art and 
science, says a long-time pollster.

The key to find out whether there 
is an agenda to a poll is to find out 
who sponsored it, said Martin Saper-
stein, president of public-opinion 
research firm Saperstein Associates.

“Polls are used in a myriad of ways. 
You need to find out who paid for 
the poll. If an interested organization 
is paying for the poll, frequently they 
have an agenda and want to promote 
it,” said Saperstein, whose clients in-
clude Bob Evans Farms, Nationwide 
Insurance, Columbia Gas of Ohio 
and Ohio State University.

Saperstein talked about differ-
ent types of polls and how they are 
used on a recent radio episode of 
Town Hall Ohio. He said that while 
Internet surveys are becoming in-
creasingly popular, many agencies 
still rely on phone polls.

People often have the miscon-
ception that sample sizes need to 
be large to get an accurate picture 

of an issue, he said. Sample size has 
nothing to do with the size of the 
population, he said.

“Say you are in the kitchen and 
want to make soup. You stir the ingre-
dients and randomize the ingredients. 
Then you want to see if it is salty 
enough. You put the spoon in and 
taste it. Do you use a bigger spoon if 
you’re cooking in a 55-gallon drum 
or 1-quart saucepan? No, you use the 
same size spoon,” he said.

Saperstein pointed out that sam-
ple size is determined by how much 
error a client can live with or how 
much money they have to spend on 
a survey. A larger sample size will 
result in a smaller error, but only to 
a point. For example, he said for 100 
interviews, the error is plus or minus 
10 percentage points. For 1,000 
interviews, it is plus or minus 1 ½ 
percentage points. For 20,000 it is 
plus or minus .5 percentage points.

“The error decreases at a slower 
rate as the sample becomes larger 
and larger,” he said.

Many people think sampling er-
ror can cause the biggest problems 
with polls but Saperstein believes it 
is measurement.

“Polls are often driven by the 
sponsor who is paying for it and 
they shape the questions that 
predetermine the results,” he said, 
pointing out that the questions need 
to be valid and reliable.

Polls can have a lot of influence, 
in particular in the political arena.

“In politics, polling sometimes 
changes the agenda and sometimes 
it reinforces the agenda,” he said. 
“If you think back to the two Bush 
elections and think about how close 
the election was … if the impact is 
even tiny, it could have a huge im-
pact on the elections, given the split 
on the nation.”

Record rainfall caused concern about 
overflowing manure storage sites

The art and science behind polls

As political campaigns become 
more aggressive, expensive and heat-
ed, it can be difficult to sort through 
30-second television ads and glossy 
mail fliers that simultaneously 
praise and demonize candidates. 
In addition, redistricting in Ohio 
could change who represents you in 
Columbus and Washington,  D.C.  
For these reasons, OFBF's Agricul-
ture for Good Government Political 
Action Committee (AGGPAC) is 
swinging into action.

“There’s a lot happening on the 
political landscape, and we want to 
make sure Farm Bureau members 
realize that the legislative districts 
are being drawn and that they know 
what district they will be in for the 
next election,” said Doug Foxx, 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation’s 
director of political and legislative 
education.

AGGPAC is OFBF’s political 
action committee that routinely 
monitors the voting records and po-
litical campaigns of Ohio’s elected 
officials at the state and national lev-
els. Lawmakers who have a positive 
voting record on OFBF’s key issues 
receive “Friend of Agriculture” des-
ignations.

Funding for AGGPAC comes 
from voluntary contributions by 
Farm Bureau members and is gov-
erned by a committee of bi-partisan 
Farm Bureau leaders. AGGPAC 
funding is used to make campaign 
contributions and inform voters 
about candidates and the issues 
through Buckeye Farm News’ election 
guide and www.farmvotesmatter.org.

Having a strong political action 
committee is important because it 
ensures that Farm Bureau can sup-
port candidates who understand 
and support agriculture.  

“Farm Bureau helps legislators 
develop their platforms to make 
sure they understand ag issues and 
the role agriculture plays in the 
state. We want to make sure agri-
culture is part of their platform,” 
Foxx said. “We look at their voting 
records and support those who are 
farm friendly.”

This year AGGPAC is trying 
to increase its exposure with as-
sociate members by having an 
informative mailing and contribu-
tion card mailed out with Farm 
Bureau membership cards. This 
will reach those who have received 
their memberships through Farm 
Bureau associated groups such as 
the workers’ compensation program 
or Medical Mutual group. Farm Bu-
reau members will continue to have 
the option to make voluntary con-
tributions when they renew their 
memberships.

In September, AGGPAC will be 
offering a campaign management 
seminar to help educate potential 
candidates. It is open to Farm 
Bureau members and non-Farm Bu-
reau members for an additional fee.

“We’re hoping next year to make 
AGGPAC a more visible entity 
within the Farm Bureau brand and 
to make members more aware of it 
and its purpose and how to engage 
politically,” Foxx said.

SETTING THE FARM AGENDA

AGGPAC helps inform 
lawmakers about agriculture, 

provides voter information
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To listen to this and 
other shows, visit   
www.townhallohio.org  
or subscribe 
to the podcast at 
http://bit.ly/THOoniTunes.

Hirsch


