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Policy & politics
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This message brought to you by Ohio soybean farmers and their checkoff.

Through the soybean checkoff and the Ohio Soybean 
Council, you’re contributing to research that has led 
to the development of more than 4,000 bio-based 
products on the market today. And by choosing 
bio-based alternatives, you’re helping ensure a 
brighter future for our environment while you’re 
supporting agriculture and Ohio’s local economies.

DEVELOP NEW USES

WHERE SOYBEANS ARE GOING?
CAN YOU RECOGNIZE  THE NEW PLACES
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Ohioans for Livestock Care
The coalition of Ohio farmers, farm 
organizations and others who 
believe the decisions about farm 
animal care in Ohio should be 
made by Ohioans.

Ohioans for Humane Farms
A group organized and funded by 
the Washington, D.C.-based  
Humane Society of the United  
States (HSUS) that is working to 
write HSUS policies on farm animals 
into the Ohio constitution.

As the nation’s largest animal 
rights organization gathers signatures 
to place constitutional restrictions on 
livestock farming in Ohio, farmers 
are organizing in  response.

Ohioans for Livestock Care, the 
coalition that worked to establish 
the Ohio Livestock Care Standards 
Board last year, has launched its own 

petition drive to show support for 
Ohio’s farming community.

The petition is available on the 
campaign website www.ohiolive-
stockcare.com and can be signed by 
any Ohioan.

Farmers are encouraged to sign 
and circulate the petition with fam-
ily and friends who believe decisions 
about Ohio’s farms should be made 
by Ohioans and not Washington, 
D.C. lobbyists. The petition will be 
used to send a message that a pro-
posed November ballot measure on 
livestock farming backed by animal 
rights activists is unnecessary.

The pro-farmer petition calls 
for giving the Ohio Livestock Care 
Standards Board a chance to fulfill 
its charge of developing compre-
hensive and balanced standards for 
animal care in Ohio.

In contrast, the proposal offered 
by the Washington-based Hu-
mane Society of the United States 

(HSUS) would force the livestock 
board to adopt HSUS policies with-
out debate.

An HSUS backed group called 
Ohioans for Humane Farms has un-
til the end of this month to collect 
more than 402,000 valid signatures 
to get its measure on the November 
ballot. The group has submitted 
election forms that will allow it to 
utilize paid petition circulators. 
HSUS also recently sued the Ohio 
secretary of state to ensure signature 
gatherers could be brought in from 
out-of-state.

The Ohioans for Livestock Care 
petition is the first step in what will 
be a highly organized grassroots 
campaign to defeat the animal rights 
measure should it make the ballot.

Farmers can follow campaign 
updates and important action alerts 
through The Toolbox e-newsletter. To 
subscribe, email toolbox@ofbf.org.

Coalition kicks off campaign 
in response to D.C. lobbyists

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

Advisory Council 
Questions:  
Livestock Farm Video/ 
Livestock Care Standards

Refer to the articles OFBF con-
demns abuse, stands up for Ohio 
farmers  and Livestock care board 
wraps up listening sessions on page 1. 

 

Following the release of a video 
that showed animal abuse at an 
Ohio dairy farm, livestock welfare in 
Ohio has been thrust into the public 
eye like never before in local media, 
national media and social media. 

1. What are your non-farmer 
friends saying about the situation 
(isolated issue, believe that this be-
havior happens on all farms, etc.), 
and as a Farm Bureau member, what 
opportunities have you person-
ally taken to correct misconceptions 
when talking about the issue? Feel 
free to share examples. 

2. What policy suggestions or 
recommendations do you have for 
Ohio Farm Bureau related to this 
issue?

3. What advice/insight would you 
give to the Livestock Care Standards 
Board as they begin their work?

Your guide for  
July meetings

Inside the Statehouse
Ohio Farm Bureau’s public policy team is constantly in action on behalf 

of members at the Statehouse. Here’s a snapshot of some of the legislation 
OFBF is watching.

Ag-Link Deposit – Both House Bill 483, introduced by Rep. Raymond Pryor, 
D-Chillicothe, and Senate Bill 250, introduced by Sens. Karen Gillmor,  
R-Tiffin, and Jason Wilson, D-Columbiana, propose to make changes in the 
Ag-Link Deposit program that OFBF believes are good for farmers. The bills 
propose to expand funds available for the program from $125 million to up 
to $200 million and to increase availability of individual loans per farmer 
from $100,000 to $150,000. Pickaway County Farm Bureau President Mark 
Ruff testified in favor of HB 483, while OFBF Director of State Policy Beth 
Vanderkooi testified in favor of SB 250. “Ag-Link is an important program to 
Ohio’s family farmers, especially since farmers frequently work with lenders 
who cannot participate in the other linked deposit programs,” Vanderkooi 
said. The bills have passed in their respective chambers. Both the House and 
Senate will need to formally pass a compromise version of the legislation  
before going to the governor for his signature.  OFBF Stance: Supportive

Agricultural Deer Hunting – House Bill 410, sponsored by Rep. Mark Okey, 
D-Carrollton, and SB 225, sponsored by Sen. Bob Gibbs, R-Lakeville, aim 
to protect domestic/commercial deer herds while also protecting the state’s 
wild herd for hunters. The bills set up regulations for deer farms and hunt-
ing preserves while setting in place systems to monitor overall herd health.  
OFBF Stance: Monitoring

Animals At-Large – House Bill 503, sponsored by Rep. Danny Bubp,  
R-West Union and assigned to the House Ag Committee, provides protec-
tion to livestock farmers whose animals run at-large (outside of standard 
enclosures/boundaries) through no fault of their own. The bill clarifies that 
the owner is not criminally liable if he/she is not at fault in such an incident.  
OFBF Stance: Supportive

Definition of Ag (Feedstocks Production) – House Bill 485, sponsored by  
Rep. Raymond Pryor, D-Chillicothe, amends the definition of “agriculture” 
to include on-farm “biodiesel production; biomass energy production; 
electric or heat energy production; and biologically derived methane gas 
production” to be eligible for the same laws and exemptions as production 
agriculture when it comes to zoning, property taxes and more. Vanderkooi 
said the bill is specifically helpful to farms looking to produce on-site energy 
for their own use. Provisions are also built into the bill to prevent large utility-
scale production from being included.  OFBF Stance: Supportive

Humane Agent Training – House Bill 175 requires proof of successful training 
required by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy (OPOTA) be filed 
before an individual is appointed as a humane society agent. OPOTA certifi-
cation includes training in knowledge of animals in agricultural production. 
Currently, humane agents are not required to provide proof of OPOTA 
training.  OFBF Stance: Monitoring

Importance of County Fairs – Sen. Eric Kearney, D-Cincinnati, recently in-
troduced a resolution holding up the importance of Ohio’s county fairs in 
bridging the food-animal education gap between farmers and consumers. The 
resolution urges continued support for county fairs and states: “The value of 
today’s county fairs to Ohio’s communities and its children and youth far out-
weighs the monetary investment in the operation of the fairs. It is therefore 
imperative that state support for county fairs continue as an investment in the 
state’s future…”  OFBF Stance: Supportive




