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Policy & politics

From the article on Page 1:  
"Farmers travel to 
Washington to take on 
regulation, spending"

1) When farmers recently visited 
Washington, D.C., they met with 
lawmakers and agency officials  
on a variety of issues including cli-
mate policy, trade, health care, food 
safety, deficits, tax reform and live-
stock care.  What current national 
issues are members in your council 
most concerned about?  Do you 
have policy suggestions to address 
these issues?

2) How can farmers have the 
most impact on decisions made 
by national policymakers? Have 
members of your council have writ-
ten or met with their representative  
in Congress?

Not a member of an  
Advisory Council?

Advisory Councils are small 
groups who meet monthly to discuss 
current topics of interest in agricul-
ture and provide feedback to OFBF. 
This feedback plays an important 
role in providing OFBF member 
viewpoints on issues. Because council 
members are engaged in these discus-
sions, they can be some of the most 
informed members on current issues 
affecting agriculture. Learn how to 
get involved in the Advisory Council 
program by contacting your county 
Farm Bureau.  Visit www.ofbf.org 
and click on "Ohio County Pages".

As the Humane Society of the United States ramps up its ballot campaign 
to upend the Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board, OFBF is launching an 
e-mail newsletter to provide 
information and resources to 
farmers.

The livestock care Toolbox is 
aimed at equipping members for 
the upcoming challenge to the 
Ohio Livestock Care Standards 
Board through helpful informa-
tion about OFBF’s efforts to turn 
back the out-of-state activists 
who want to undo what farmers 
accomplished with Issue 2. The 
Toolbox will provide updates on 
current events and local needs 
and let members know when 
urgent action is needed.

Farmers can expect their 
opponents to organize quickly 
through electronic communica-
tions such as e-mail and social 
media throughout the campaign. 
The Toolbox will help farmers 
stay on top of these efforts and 
provide regular responses as 
needed.

If you have not already signed 
up to receive OFBF communica-
tions by e-mail or want to be sure 
that you will receive The Toolbox, 
e-mail toolbox@ofbf.org

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

Bill directs state  
to use bio-products
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This message brought to you by Ohio soybean farmers and their checkoff.

Through the soybean checkoff and the Ohio Soybean 
Council, you’re contributing to research that has led 
to the development of more than 4,000 bio-based 
products on the market today. And by choosing 
bio-based alternatives, you’re helping ensure a 
brighter future for our environment while you’re 
supporting agriculture and Ohio’s local economies.

DEVELOP NEW USES

WHERE SOYBEANS ARE GOING?
CAN YOU RECOGNIZE  THE NEW PLACES
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Gov. Ted Strickland has signed 
Senate Bill 131, sponsored by Sen. 
Karen Gillmor, R-Tiffin, which will 
establish a bio-products preferred 
purchasing program, making Ohio 
the first state in the country with 
such a program in statute.

The bill would require state agen-
cies and state-supported colleges and 
universities to give purchasing pref-
erence to bio-based products when 
they are available. It is similar to “Buy 
Ohio” provisions in current law, 
which say that the state must support 
Ohio vendors whenever possible.

“Thanks to recent advances in 
research and technology, acres of 
soybeans, corn and other agricul-
ture resources growing across Ohio 
have the tremendous potential to 
transform our state into a center for 
bio-products development in this 
country, breathe much-needed life 
into our economy and create a mar-
ket for good-paying jobs in our local 
communities,” Gillmor said. “This 
legislation will help further the 
development of the bio-products in-
dustry in Ohio by directing money 
the state is already spending to 
support companies that are manu-
facturing bio-based materials in our 
state and promoting the growth of 
other bio-products businesses.”

SB 131 is modeled after the Fed-
eral BioPreferred program, which 

was established in the 2002 Farm 
Bill. However, the federal program 
also includes a testing and certi-
fication process to create a list of 
approved bio-products. To save time 
and taxpayer dollars, SB 131 would 
rely on this federal list to determine 
what products should get preference 
in Ohio. In addition the bill allows 
for an exemption if the bio-product 
is not available within a reasonable 
period of time, fails to meet perfor-
mance standards or is too costly.

OFBF strongly supported the 
bill.

Link Up	 Connect  with Ohio Farm Bureau on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.  Visit 
www.ofbf.org and click on “media and publications” then “social media.”

'Toolbox' provides 
resources for 

livestock campaign

In 2009, OFBF Executive Vice 
President Jack Fisher joined Sen. 
Karen Gillmor at a press conference 
to begin  promoting SB 131.
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Advisory Council Questions




