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Policy & politics

Acting on your input
Based on recent feedback, including a survey sent to Ad-

visory Council members, Advisory Council guides will now 
follow a consistent schedule. Each monthly council meeting 
will have an official council guide so all Advisory Council 
members will be on the same page. The council guides will 
always be included in issues of Buckeye Farm News that arrive 
prior to the start of each month. For example, this council 
guide will be the official guide for June council meetings.

Discussion for June Advisory Council meetings
Discussion Topic: “I’m from the government and I’m 

here to help.” Is the current level of government involve-
ment a net hinderance or a net benefit to agriculture?

Everyone has opinions on government involvement. 
It’s the topic of everyday conversation at the feed mill, 
grain elevator, local coffee shops and around the dinner 
table. Everyone has their own ideas and opinions about 
what government should and should not do when it 
comes to agriculture and now it’s your turn to share how 
your ideas could shape Farm Bureau policy.

Several stories in this edition of Buckeye Farm News 
deal with the regulation of agriculture.

The story Call and Response on page 1 
discusses potential negative impacts that  pro-
duce regulations could have on Ohio growers. 
However, the article Ohio Livestock Care Standards  
Board  gets  to work on page 1 shows how the Ohio 
Livestock Care Standards Board is taking a flexible and 
comprehensive approach to regulation to ensure that 

farmers and consumers are not harmed as standards are 
set for the care of livestock.

Here are questions to assist you in your overall  
discussion:

Consider the many ways that the government has 
always been involved in agriculture: the farm bill, con-
servation programs, environmental regulation, taxes, 
inspections, disease control, etc.

Are there areas of agriculture where the government •	
goes too far?
When is government interaction with agriculture •	
necessary?

Your policy action statement: Based on your dis-
cussion on the questions above, what policy 
(suggestions/revisions/additions) does your 
council recommend?

Council challenge
The topic above will be featured during the Young 

Agricultural Professionals’ Discussion Meet competi-
tion that will take place at Ohio Farm Bureau’s leadership 
conference. Young Agricultural Professionals are Farm 
Bureau members ages 18 to 35 who are interested in 
improving the business of agriculture, learning new ideas 
and developing leadership skills. Invite a young agricul-
tural professional to your council meeting to be part of 
the discussion. It’s a great opportunity to get them in-
volved, to voice their ideas and to promote the advisory 
council program. 

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

Ohio farm organizations recently 
sent a letter to Ohio Sen. Sherrod 
Brown asking him to carefully con-
sider the unintended environmental 
and economic impacts of climate 
change legislation.

“Congress must be careful not 
to act simply for the sake of acting. 
Currently, pending climate change 
legislation in the Senate will have a 
major detrimental impact on Ohio’s 
farmers through increased energy 
costs, increased input prices and 
new burdensome regulations,” the 
letter stated.

The letter was sent by Ohio  
Farm Bureau, Ohio Soybean Asso-
ciation, Ohio Poultry Association, 
Ohio Cattlemen’s Association, 
Ohio Pork Producers Council, 
Ohio Dairy Producers Association 
and the Ohio Sheep Improvement 
Association.

The letter highlighted the 
effectiveness of voluntary, incentive-
driven approaches to addressing 
environmental challenges, noting 
Ohio’s leadership in the development 
of sustainable, agricultural-based 
bioproducts.

“Comprehensive climate and en-
ergy legislation must simultaneously 
invigorate the economy and protect 
the environment. Ohio’s farmers 
stand ready to grow and innovate, 
but we cannot support the costs as-
sociated with current cap and trade 
legislation and the impact it will have  
to our farms and our rural commu-
nities,” it stated.

The farm organizations also en-
couraged support of Senate Joint 
Resolution 26 to disapprove of 
Environmental Protection Agency 
regulation of greenhouse gases.

AgriPOWER 
Institute seeks 

applicants 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation is seeking applicants 

for its third AgriPOWER Institute. AgriPOWER, an 
intensive, yearlong leadership training program, was 
created in 2008 to equip farmers and agricultural profes-
sionals with the leadership skills needed to be influencers 
in public policy issues that impact their businesses.

Starting July 23, the 2010-2011 class will engage in 
seven two- to three-day training sessions. OFBF staff 
and outside experts will provide extensive instruction 
on the policy issues that face local communities, Ohio, 
the nation and the world. Specific sessions will focus on 
important leadership skills such as public speaking and 
identifying and using individual strengths.

The program also will offer external educational 
experiences, including a trip to Washington, D.C. Insti-
tute participants will engage with government officials, 
activists, media insiders and farm leaders on pressing 
local, state and national issues. Among the topics are 
government structure and spending, regulations, the 
environment, animal welfare, international trade and 
public relations. 

For more information, visit www.tinyurl.com/agripower.

According to American Farm 
Bureau Health Policy Specialist Pat 
Wolff, without a way to keep costs 
under control, provisions in the 
new health care bill could put some 
farmers in a pinch.

“Farmers and ranchers don’t like 
the idea that the government is tell-

ing them that 
they have to have 
insurance. Insur-
ance is expensive. 
If farmers and 
ranchers could 
afford it now they 
probably would 
cover themselves 

and their families,” she said.
To help ease the burden of health 

care costs, the bill includes an “ex-
change,” which Wolff likened to an 
eBay for insurance.

“There will be one exchange 
in each state. The bill defines four 
levels of insurance 
coverage: a basic plan, 
a high-end plan and 
two in between. And 
a person who wants 
to buy insurance on 
the exchange will go 
online, look at the 
four options, be able 
to tell what insur-
ance companies are 
selling those plans for in their state  
and how much each one is charg-
ing,” she said.

The exchanges are similar to  
association health care plans, which 

Farm Bureau has supported for 
years.

But Wolff said the bill is long on 
mandates and short on things that 
will guarantee that prices will be 
contained.

“One of the things that’s missing 
from the bill is tort reform. So there’s 
no mention of doing away or scaling 
back the lawsuits that people bring 
against doctors and hospitals. Those 
lawsuits are believed to increase the 
costs of health care because doctors 
and hospitals do extra procedures 
and order extra tests just to prevent 
from being sued,” she said.

Wolff also noted that there are 
provisions in the bill that could pro-
tect farmers who hire part-time or 
seasonal workers.

“The requirement to provide 
coverage for employees – and that’s 
for businesses with over 50 people 
– is only for full-time employees. 

That’s people who 
work more than 30 
hours a week. There’s 
also relief in the bill 
for those who hire 
seasonal workers, 
workers who are on a 
farm or in a business 
less than 120 days.”

AFBF had opposed 
the bill, believing that 

negatives of new taxes, mandates, 
growth in government programs 
and overall cost far outweigh its 
benefits.

The Toolbox is 
an e-newsletter that 
provides resources 
to counter the well-
financed, out-of-state 
animal rights activ-
ists who are working 
to seize control of 
the decision-making 
process for livestock 
care standards in 
Ohio. These activists 
are working hard to 
write specific restric-
tions on livestock 
farming into Ohio’s 
constitution without 
the input and debate 
of the Ohioans who 
will be affected.  
The Toolbox pro-
vides farmers with 
regular updates on 
the activists’ efforts 
and offers informa-
tion and action steps that readers can utilize to protect 
Ohio’s farming community. To subscribe, send an e-mail 
to toolbox@ofbf.org.
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