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Forty-three videos containing 
positive and informative messages 
about livestock farming were sub-
mitted by Ohio farmers, county 
Farm Bureaus, youth and other ag-
ricultural organizations as part of 
the " Because I Care" video contest 
sponsored by Ohio Farm Bureau's 
Center for Food and Animal Issues. 

Eight finalists are now competing 
for the most online votes to win the 
$1,000 grand prize.

 The videos were required to be 
90-120 seconds long and made pub-
licly available on YouTube.com.

“We are very pleased with the 
overall quality of videos in the con-
test, and the messages they share,” 
said David White, OFBF senior 
director of issues management and 
the Animals for Life Foundation. 
“The eight chosen finalists did the 
best overall job of communicating 
their messages in a creative, original 
manner. It’s very clear they take tre-
mendous care of their animals.”

“We need to have more farmers 
regularly sharing their stories on-
line,” White said. “There are a lot 
of anti-animal agriculture videos on 

the Web, and they needed no prizes 
or incentives to be there.”

Finalists include:
Bits N Bridles 4-H Club, Licking •	
County – “Because I Care about 
my horses”
Carrollton FFA Chapter, Carroll •	
County – “Because We Care”
Fort Loramie FFA Chapter, •	
Shelby County – “FL Ag Ed – 
Because I Care”
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by Seth Teter

Bob Gibbs remembers in the 
1970s when a neighboring farmer 
stopped by to talk to him about 
joining Farm Bureau.

Gibbs, a former city kid who 
had just started his Holmes County 
hog farm, had never heard of the 

organization. As 
the two sat at 
the dining room 
table discussing 
the benefits of 
m e m b e r s h i p , 
Gibbs was think-
ing of how to 
tell the man he 
wouldn’t be able 

to afford the hundreds of dollars it 
must cost to join.

When he found the dues were 
a fraction of what he expected, “I 
couldn’t get my checkbook fast 
enough,” he said.

The next year Gibbs and his wife 
volunteered to work membership; 
he later became county president, 

was elected to the state board of 
trustees and eventually was elected 
Ohio Farm Bureau’s president.

From there, he successfully ran for 
seats in the Ohio House and Senate 
and is now running for U.S. Congress.

“We can blame Farm Bureau for 
all of it,” he laughed, recalling his 
various leadership positions.

“What was helpful to me was the 
Farm Bureau experience and being 
exposed to public policy and being 
exposed to all the issues at the state 
and federal levels,” he said.

And while he was focused on 
building his hog operation, “It was 
Farm Bureau that got us involved in 
the community.”

“One thing I did learn: working 
together we can get a whole lot ac-
complished,” he said.

Gibbs is one of two former Ohio 
Farm Bureau presidents running for 
elected office this fall.

Fayette County farmer Bob 
Peterson, a longtime county com-
missioner and OFBF’s immediate 
past president, is running for a seat 
in the Ohio House.

Much like Gibbs, Peterson felt 
it was important to get off the farm 
and get involved.

“There were needs that needed  
to be filled. With support from 
friends and family, I was encouraged 
to go out and make a difference,” he 
said.

Peterson also values the first-
hand knowledge of the legislative 

process that he 
gained through 
his leadership of 
the organization.

“By working 
together, and by 
people coming 
together we can 
get good things 
accomplished for 

agriculture, for our country and for 
our state,” Peterson said.

He said common sense and a 
strong work ethic are valuable quali-
ties that farmers bring to the public 
policy process.

“You can make a difference. Your 
voice can be heard. I think you have 

by Seth Teter

At a recent meeting, the Ohio 
Livestock Care Standards Board 
unanimously voted in favor of pro-
posed euthanasia standards for farm 
animals.

The standards define “humane 
euthanasia” and outline a variety of 

Delivering a message:  A group of Ohio Farm Bureau Young 
Agricultural Professionals recently delivered 1,576 postcards from Ohio 
farmers to lawmakers, urging them to “Put death taxes to rest.” The 
effort was part of a national campaign by American Farm Bureau.
Unless Congress acts this year, the federal estate tax, commonly called 
the “death tax,” is scheduled to increase to 55 percent with a $1 million 
exemption at the beginning of 2011.

That could hit farmers hard, because 84 percent of farm assets are 
real-estate based. As many as 10 percent of farms and ranches could 
owe estate taxes next year, according to the U.S. Agriculture Depart-
ment.  Read about additional upcoming federal legislation on Page 8. 

Gibbs Peterson

Former OFBF presidents hope to 
extend leadership in public office

Livestock board proposes 
euthanasia standards 

acceptable practices specific to indi-
vidual species of livestock. It is the 
first set of standards to be approved 
by the board since the group began 
meeting earlier this year.  The pro-
posal was developed after extensive 
discussion and opportunities for 
public comments. 

The practices listed will be the 
only acceptable forms of euthanasia 
and include many common meth-
ods such as gunshot, captive bolt 
and barbiturates. Farmers who don’t 
follow the standards could face civil 
penalties, which are in the process of 
being finalized by the board.

A ballot initiative that had been 
proposed earlier this year sought to 
outlaw strangulation as a form of eu-
thanasia, although farmers already 
widely considered it unacceptable.  
Under the board’s standards, this 
practice is effectively banned.  

Following the Oct. 5 vote, the 
proposed euthanasia rules were 
posted at www.olcsb.org for a 
two-week public comment period.  
They will then be filed with the 
Joint Committee on Agency Rule  
Review ( JCARR) to begin the rule 
making process.  

Vote for your favorite

Contest draws dozens of 
positive farm-made videos

See Presidents, pg 2

See Contest, pg 2

Victoria Deam of the Kountry Buddies 4-H Club explains how she cares for her 
dairy heifer in a video that earned an honorable mention in the "Because I 
Care" contest.

Farmers' 
efforts  
help the 
hungry PG 6

A closer look  
at rising CAUV  
land values  
PG 3

Court case concern:
“Boundaries established on  

all other navigable water bodies  
for hundreds of years in Ohio would  

be undone in an instant.”
PG 4
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Vote online for your  
favorite video at  

http://bit.ly/BecauseICare  
by Oct. 28.

You may vote once per day 
for any of the videos.
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Nicki Gordon-Coy, Carroll •	
County – “We Care For Cattle”
Lisa Gress, Wayne County –  •	
“BecauseWeCare”
Steve Humpal, Ashtabula County •	
– “Happy Healthy Boer Goats”
Meadowbrook FFA Chap-•	
ter, Guernsey County – “The  
Meadowbrook FFA Cares!”
Janice Stark, Cuyahoga County – •	
“Backyard Poultry”

Entries receiving honorable men-
tion include:

Dream Catcher’s 4-H Club,  •	
Harrison County – “Dream 
Catcher’s Because I Care”
Nicki Gordon-Coy, Carroll Coun-•	
ty – “We Care for Our Chickens”
Steve Humpal, Ashtabula County •	
– “Static’s Big Date”
Jefferson County Farm Bureau, •	

Jefferson County – “Jefferson 
County Farm Bureau Cares”
Kountry Buddies 4-H Club, •	
Tuscarawas County – “Kountry 
Buddies 4-H Club Care”
To see an archive of all of the  

videos submitted in the contest, visit 
http://bit.ly/BecauseICareArchive.
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Craig Adams
  Leesburg
Frank Burkett III
  Canal Fulton
Kim Davis
  Carrollton
Patty DeBruin
  Millersport
Pam Haley
  West Salem
Paul Harrison
  Fostoria
Steve Hess
  St. Paris
Steve Hirsch
  Chillicothe
Ellen Joslin
  Sidney

Daryl Knipp
  Lindsey
Charles Lausin
  Thompson
Randy Leis
  Farmersville
Judy 
Loudenslager
  Marion
Bill Lowe
  Marysville
Al Miller
  Marietta
John 
Mossbarger
  Washington CH
Joyce Payne
  Waterloo

Brent Porteus
  Coshocton
Don Ralph
  Morral
Mike Schumm
  Willshire
Bob Slicker
  Canal Fulton
Jim Swingle
  Philo
Andra Troyer
  London
Keith Truckor
  Metamora
Sparky Weilnau
  Milan
Tim Williams
  Piketon

The message board

a duty as a citizen in a democracy to 
vote, express your opinions,” he said.

Gibbs said he never had an 
agenda; he simply “saw something 
that needed to be done. We worked 
together like farmers do.”

He too credits farmers with com-
mon sense, saying they are grounded 
in reality.

“It’s especially important for 
farmers to be engaged, pay attention 
and get involved in their local com-
munity and stand up for what you 
think is right,” he said. “If you don’t, 
you’re going to get squashed.”

Gibbs and Peterson also say that 
their experience with Farm Bureau 
honed their leadership, problem 
solving and communication skills.

“All of that was great training to 
serve the people in government,” 
Peterson said.

And Gibbs noted, whether on 
the farm or with public policy, when 
farmers see something that’s broken, 
they want to fix it.

“When a volunteer membership 
worker comes and talks to a future 
Farm Bureau member, there are all 
kinds of possibilities,” he said. “Make 
of it what you want to make of it.”

2010 Farm  
Bureau Goals  
 
Market Farm Bureau to achieve 
membership growth  
 
Increase grassroots involvement 
by creating a volunteer-friendly 
Farm Bureau  
 
Expand relations with 
Nationwide and other affinity 
organizations  
 
Promote farming and the 
agbioresource industry
 
Influence the adoption of OFBF 
and AFBF policy  
 
Speak out and stand up for animal 
agriculture and the  
food industry 
 
Protect personal property rights
 
Engage members in the 2009  
and 2010 elections  

presidents from PG 1Contest from PG 1

Their Words““This is democracy at its finest. This  
is the grassroots of all grassroots.”

~ Assistant director of the Ohio Department of  
Natural Resources Rich Milleson in a Farm and Dairy  
article commending the farmers he spoke to at the  

Stark County Farm Bureau annual meeting.   

“It is the criminals’ intention to get to 
the plants before the farmer’s harvest, 
but I guess the criminals aren’t up on 

their harvest dates this year.”
~ Ohio Corn Growers spokesperson Natalie Lehner in The 
Columbus Dispatch discussing how the early harvest has 

revealed illegal marijuana plantings in some farm fields. 

“The concern in the countryside that 
I’ve heard when I’ve gone out is that 
somehow the EPA ‘has it in’ for the 

agricultural sector.”
~ U.S. Environment Protection Agency  

Administrator Lisa Jackson in an article from  
The American Spectator acknowledging a growing  

frustration from farmers over regulations.  

By the numbers:  8 months
That’s the amount of time that former farm worker Billy Joe Gregg Jr. will have to spend 

in jail after a video revealed his abuse of dairy cattle on an Ohio farm earlier this year.  
Gregg received a maximum sentence of 18 months, although 10 months were suspended.  
He was also ordered to have no contact with animals for three years while he completes 
therapy for animal abusers. 

Bob Evans discount continues
Ohio Farm Bureau members continue to save  

10 percent on dine-in and carry-out meals from Bob Evans 
Restaurants through Nov. 30.  Members can access unlimited 
discount coupons at www.bobevans.com/ofbf.  Simply present 
the coupon and a current Farm Bureau membership card to  
receive the 10 percent savings on your bill. 

Save the Date: December 1-3
The 2010 Ohio Farm Bureau annual meeting will be held at the Greater Colum-

bus Convention Center, Battelle Grand and Hyatt Regency Hotel.  In addition to 
informational programs, farmers representing each county Farm Bureau will establish  
Ohio Farm Bureau’s policy for the upcoming year.  More information will be available in 
the coming weeks. 

Wachtmann is Friend of Agriculture 
To clarify a listing in the Ohio Farm Bureau Election Guide published in our last  

issue: Rep. Lynn Wachtmann, 75th House District, has earned the Friend of Agriculture 
designation from Ohio Farm Bureau.    

Fender’s Fish Hatchery 
and Llama Farm

50527 Township Rd 220, 
Baltic, OH 43804

740-622-0681

FOR SALE:
Triploid White Amur, Bass, 
Bluegill, Catfish, Crayfish, 

Jumbo Tadpoles, etc. 
Also available:  

Fountains and windmills

A.T.A.C. “Pond Management Specialist” 
4229 Wilmington Road

Lebanon, Ohio
888-998-7663
www.atac.cc

Fish  
Stocking
Bass
Bluegill
Amurs
Perch
Minnows
Crappie
Many More

Algae Control
Aeration Equipment
Fountains
Water Garden Supplies
Docks
Fish Population Studies
Fish Structure
Fish Food

Grandin to speak at animal welfare symposium 
An Animal Welfare Symposium, sponsored in part by the Ohio Farm Bureau, will fea-

ture a presentation by well-known animal-handling expert Temple Grandin.  The  event is 
intended to build on the success of last year's symposium and further the goal of  properly 
addressing farm animal welfare issues in Ohio. The conference will be held Nov. 30 from 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center at the Ohio 
State University.  More information and registration is available by calling 614-292-3752 
or visiting   http://vet.osu.edu/preventive-medicine/AnimalWelfareSymposium.

Grandin will also be speaking at a separate evening event focused on companion animals.

Go to ofbf.org and 
register for a free web  
account to get timely news 

from Ohio Farm Bureau.
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            Divide by the Capitalization Rate*
 
This rate is based on the mortgage interest rate for a 15-
year fixed rate mortgage from Farm Credit Services with 
40 percent equity and 60 percent debt and is adjusted 
for taxes.
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SCI OFFERS: 
Proven Performance 

2009 - 1st Place NCGA Yield Contest Winner and Five State Winners

Regional Replicated Testing
Eastern Corn Belt’s Largest 

Choices
Not tied to ONE Company’s Traits or Genetics

Reasonable Pricing
Seed Industry’s Best Buy

SEED CONSULTANTS, INC.
Your Independent Seed Corn Leader

Carl Landewee 
 2009 - 1st Place NCGA Yield Contest Winner 
with SCS 11HQ38™* brand hybrid~ 288.9059 BU/AC ~ AA No-Till/Strip-Till Non-Irrigated Class

“The SCS 11HQ38™* brand hybrid jumped out of the ground. It was up a day or  
two earlier than the other corn. It looked great all year. It didn’t have any blank ears when I walked 
through the corn. It stood perfectly and dried quickly! The corn hybrid has a great disease package and 
we had lots of disease this year. We are very pleased with the Seed Consultants seed.”

Kyle Ball
London, Ohio
“Service, Yield, and Family-Owned,  are the reasons I plant 100% Seed Consultants  
seed on my farm.”

800-708-2676
Web Site: www.seedconsultants.com 
E-mail: seedconsultants@seedconsultants.com

Supreme EX® brand seed is distributed by Seed Consultants, Inc.
Supreme EX® brand seed is a registered trademark of Pioneer.

So why have  
CAUV land values 
been going up?

In recent years, the aver-
age crop prices used in CAUV 
calculations have generally 
increased at a greater rate than 
the corresponding production 
costs. This translates to a larger 
projected net income per acre.

At the same time, lower inter-
est rates led to a decrease in the 
capitalization rate.

Simply put: A higher net 
income divided by a lower capi-
talization rate equals an increase 
in CAUV land values.

Capitalization Rates
2004- 9.0%	 2008- 8.3%
2005- 8.6%	 2009- 7.9%
2006- 8.5%	 2010- 7.8%
2007- 8.4%

Final Note: The rate of increase 
in CAUV land values does not 
necessarily translate to the same 
rate of increase in taxes owed 
by the landowner due to tax  
credits and other factors. CAUV 
values remain substantially lower 
than the fair market value, mak-
ing the program essential to 
farmers.

Farmers who are enrolled in the Current Agricultural Use 
Valuation (CAUV) program have been seeing sharp increases 
in the taxable value of their land. While no less frustrating to 
landowners, these increases can be explained by looking at how 
the formula works.

A guide  
to CAUV           Start with gross farm income:

The projected farm income 
for all land enrolled in 
CAUV is based on the soil 
type and data from three 
crops: corn, soybeans and 
wheat.

Yield information for each of these crops starts with 
Farm Service Agency production data and is adjusted by 
the 10-year average of actual statewide yields.

Prices for each crop are based on a survey of Ohio grain 
elevators.*

1

Corn:
Average Yield : 171 bushels per acre
Average Price: $2.66 per bushel
Gross Income Per Acre: $454.86
Non-land production costs: $330.64
Net return per acre: $124.22

Soybeans:
Average Yield: 59 bushels per acre
Average Price: $6.41 per bushel
Gross Income Per Acre: $378.19
Non-land production costs: $204.28
Net return per acre: $173.91

Wheat:
Average Yield: 64 bushels per acre
Average Price: $3.41 per bushel
Gross Income Per Acre: $334.18
Non-land production costs: $222.60
Net return per acre: $111.58

Factoring in Cropping Patterns
Harvest data will determine the 
percent that each crop will represent 
in the final per acre income: 
2010 Cropping Data - Corn: 39 
percent, Soybeans: 51 percent, 
Wheat: 10 percent

Final Per Acre Income  
for Millgrove Silt Loam
Corn: $124.22 x .39 = $48.45
Soybeans: $173.91 x .51 = $88.69
Wheat: $111.58 x .10 = $11.16
Total = $148.30

Final Current Agricultural Use Value
A net income of $148.30/Capitalization 
Rate of 7.8 percent = CAUV Land Value 
of $1901.28 per acre for farms with 
Millgrove Silt Loam.

2            Subtract non-land production costs*:
 
These costs are based on Ohio State University data 
and include typical farm input costs for corn, soybeans 
and wheat.

3

What is CAUV? 
CAUV was established after Ohio Farm Bureau campaigned for a 

constitutional amendment to have farmland taxed for its agricultural 
value, rather than its fair market value. The agricultural value of farmland 
is determined by the following equation:

(Income from agricultural production  –  Non-land production costs)/  
Capitalization rate  =  Current Agricultural Use Value

Consider the following example based  
on 2010 data for the Millgrove Silt Loam soil type:

*When determining crop prices, production costs and the capitalization 
rate, the last seven years of values are used, with the highest and lowest 
values removed and the remaining five years averaged.
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policy & politics

Concerned that it could have im-
plications for farmers across Ohio, 
Ohio Farm Bureau recently filed a 
brief with the Supreme Court in a 
case affecting the rights of landown-
ers along Lake Erie.

The case primarily concerns 
whether private landowners or the 

State of Ohio own 
the land along the 
Lake Erie shoreline 
between the high 
water mark and the 
low water mark.     

An appellate 
court had ruled that 
regardless of the 
changing shoreline, 

the dry land above the water belongs 
to the property owner, while land be-
low the water belongs to the public: 
essentially, the landowner’s property 
extends to the water’s edge. 

The State of Ohio appealed, ar-
guing that the state owns the land 
all the way up to the ordinary high 
water mark. 

A concern of the landowners is 
that if a high water mark is used as 
the property line, the public would 

now have access to what they previ-
ously believed to be their property. 

Furthermore, the landowners 
would not be compensated for 
their loss of property because, in 
theory, this land would have always 
belonged to the state.  

Farm Bureau expressed concerns 
to the court that arguments being 
made in this case could set prece-
dents that threaten farmers’ riparian 
rights and lead to public access of 
previously private shores and banks.

A specific concern is that if envi-
ronmental groups get their way, the 
court’s decision could establish that 
the State of Ohio holds title to the 
land underneath all the now private-
ly-owned navigable rivers, streams 
and in-land lakes in the state.   

Equally troubling is that if this 
state ownership is determined, it 
would not be considered a govern-
ment “taking”, and no compensation 
would be owed to the landowner, be-
cause the state would be deemed to 
have held title to those river, stream, 
and in-land lake beds since 1803.

In it’s brief to the court, OFBF 
wrote the following: 

 “While the parties of this case 
contest the point at which the State’s 
ownership of Lake Erie’s soil ends 
and disagree over the scope of the 
public’s rights below that point, the 
public indisputably lacks the right 
to access the banks of Ohio’s other 
lakes and streams...” 

“...therefore, even if the public 
may walk on Lake Erie’s beaches be-
low the ordinary high water mark, 
the court should carefully limit such 
a holding to Lake Erie.

“Otherwise, boundaries estab-
lished on all other navigable water 
bodies for hundreds of years in Ohio 
would be undone in an instant and 
reset anew at the ordinary high water 
mark. Both farmers and non-farmers 
throughout the state would find their 
ownership and exclusive possession 
of their land along navigable water 
bodies under attack. For farmers, the 
resulting public interference with 
farming operations would include 
the loss of access to the banks and 
beds of rivers for moving and water-
ing livestock, pumping water for 
irrigation, installing erosion-control 
measures, and other activities.”

Newsbriefs

◗	Advisory 
Council 
questions 
above

Talks about the 2012 Farm Bill 
are already underway, and Ohio 
Farm Bureau members need to start 
thinking now about what policies 
they want to see implemented at 
the national level, said Adam Sharp, 
OFBF’s senior director of national 
policy and regulatory affairs.

“Now is the time for ideas so they 
can be in place by the time Ameri-
can Farm Bureau meets in January 
and sets policy,” he said. 

Discussions started last spring 
about implementation of the cur-
rent farm bill, along with what the 
next farm bill will look like, Sharp 
said. OFBF met recently with 
leaders from the Ohio Soybean 
Association, Ohio Corn Growers 
Association, Ohio Wheat Growers 
Association and Ohio State Uni-
versity to discuss their common 
interest in the next farm bill for farm 
support programs.

“With the current budget con-
straints, there’s already a lot of talk 
of what the next farm bill will look 
like. The key is to maintain what 
we have in the current farm bill and 
not shift money from current farm 
bill programs to meet the needs of 
other programs,” Sharp said, noting 
that in-depth discussions about the 
2012 Farm Bill won’t start until the 
federal budget is set in the spring.

He also said the outcome of the 
November election could affect the 

next farm bill and other agriculture-
related items.

“A key will be what happens in 
the November election and who 
will control the House and Senate 
ag committees,” he said.

Farm Bureau’s position is that 
basic funding of the 2008 Farm Bill 
should not be altered, Sharp said.

“Right now we very much want 
to make sure the budget baseline 
for farm support programs are 
maintained in the next farm bill,” 
he said. “Farm support programs are 
less than one-half of 1 percent of the 
U.S. federal budget, which is a small 
price to pay for stabilization and 
availability of our food supply.”

Other key positions of Farm  
Bureau are that the next farm should 
be fiscally responsible, benefit all ag-
ricultural sectors and consider world 
trade rulings.

American Farm Bureau President 
Bob Stallman told members of the 
Senate Agriculture Committee re-
cently that the 2012 Farm Bill needs to 
support a stable business environment 
critical for success in agriculture.

“Abruptly changing the rules of 
the game on farmers, particularly in 
a tight credit environment, can be 
disastrous to a farmer or rancher’s 
operation,” he said. “Our options 
will recognize the need for transition 
periods for major policy changes.”

Talks underway  
about next farm bill

AFBF backs bill to expand broadband in rural America
American Farm Bureau Federation is urging Congress to help ensure rural 

Americans have the same access to high-speed broadband Internet services 
that Americans in more populated areas enjoy.

H.R. 5828 (Universal Service Reform Act of 2010) would declare broad-
band Internet a universal service, which would allow for direct support from 
the Universal Service Fund (USF). AFBF President Bob Stallman recently 
sent a letter to lawmakers stating the USF should be used for long-term 
broadband deployment.

“Affordability is a critical component to broadband use in rural America 
because rural household incomes are typically lower than those in more pop-
ulated regions of the nation,” Stallman said. “In rural areas where broadband 
service is available, our members have reported that the service is beyond the 
financial means of many residents in their communities.”

Wholesome Wave ensures fresh produce to disadvantaged
Former Agriculture Undersecretary Gus Schumacher now chairs Whole-

some Wave, a foundation that works with farmers’ markets to ensure that 
disadvantaged consumers have access to fresh produce. 

“What we do is look at nutrition and how can 
we work with farmers and have farmers become 
healthy food hubs. There are 40 million people 
on food stamps now that’s costing about $70 bil-
lion. Our foundation doubles food stamps and WIC 
vouchers at a farmers’ market. People on food stamps 
can eat healthy, eat fresh, eat local and nourish their 
neighborhood,” Schumacher said. Currently there are 160 farmers markets in 
20 states participating in the Wholesome Wave voucher program.

Under a rule that the Environmental Protection Agency 
finalized in 2008, farms that store oil of any kind – petro-
leum, vegetable, animal fats, etc. – amounting to more 
than 1,320 gallons above-ground or 42,000 gallons of 
buried storage capacity will have to have a Spill Prevention 
Control and Countermeasure plan and maintain records 
to show that they are following the plan.

Otherwise, if a spill occurs they will face 
legal liability. Spill prevention plans must 
describe the preventative control measures 
that are in place and the response actions that 
would be taken in case of a spill. Under the 
rule, a spill is one that reaches navigable waters, 
or “waters of the U.S.”

The Environmental Protection Agency in 
early August put out a proposal to extend by 
one year the compliance deadline for some fa-
cilities that must prepare spill prevention plans under the  
federal rule.

However, the extension only applies to two categories of 
farms: those that came into operation since August 2002, 
when EPA revised the regulations to clarify which facili-
ties were covered; and dairies whose milk storage facilities 
may already be covered by FDA or other regulations.

The newer operations will now have until Nov. 10, 
2011, to comply. Dairies will have until one year after 
EPA finalizes a still-pending regulation on how to treat 
(or exempt) milk storage containers.

Older farms, according to EPA, have always been subject 
to the SPCC rule and must have a plan already in place.

“Anyone in business before August 2002 was, in EPA’s 
view, already required to have a spill prevention control plan 
under an older version of the SPCC regulations, although 
hardly anyone knew about them,” explained Paul Schlegel, 
an environmental lobbyist and regulatory specialist at the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. “EPA never made it a 

point to reach out to the farm community 
and tell them how the rule applied to farms 
and ranches, so this has been confusing and 
surprising for a lot of people. However, now 
the word is going out – farmers must have 
the required plans in place.”

Farms with above-ground fuel stor-
age of 10,000 gallons or less, no single 
container of more than 5,000 gallons 
and no recent history of oil spills, which  
EPA calls Tier I facilities, will be able 

to use a plan template, available on EPA’s website, at  
www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/tier-1temp.htm, 
and self-certify their plans. Farms with larger amounts of 
fuel storage are required to hire professional engineers to 
certify their prevention plans.

Since many farmers and ranchers are just now becoming 
aware of the SPCC requirements, AFBF urged the EPA 
to provide guidance specific to agriculture. The agency has 
since posted farm specific information on its website, at 
www.epa.gov/emergencies/docs/oil/spcc/spccfarms.pdf.

Compiled from the Aug. 23 FB News, published by 
American Farm Bureau

Farmers still sorting out  
EPA’s spill prevention rules

“This has been 
confusing and 
surprising for a 
lot of people.”
~Paul Schlegel, AFBF 

regulatory specialist

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
OF STOCKHOLDER-MEMBERS OF

SOUTHERN STATES COOPERATIVE, INCORPORATED

TO:  The Stockholder-Members of Southern States Cooperative, Incorporated
  

The Annual Meeting of the Stockholder-Members of SOUTHERN STATES COOPERATIVE, 
INCORPORATED, will be held at the Association’s headquarters, 6606 W. Broad Street, Richmond, 
Virginia, on Wednesday, November 17, 2010, beginning at 9:00 A.M. Eastern Standard Time, to hear 

reports from the Board of Directors and Management and to transact such other business as may come 
before the meeting, or any adjournment or adjournments thereof.

By Order of the Board of Directors

Kimberly G. Bram
Secretary

OFBF weighs in on Supreme 
Court property rights case

Ohio farmers love their land. They care for it, protect it 
and manage it. In the past, advisory councils have spoken 
out on property rights issues such as ATVs, trespassing/
privacy and line fences. Now, we’d like to hear about your 
concerns with water and property rights.

Advisory Council Questions: Water Rights
See 'Supreme Court' story below

What concerns would you have if the State of Ohio •	
gained ownership of the waterways that flow through 
private property as well their banks and shores?

What policy would you suggest that Ohio Farm Bu-•	
reau adopt when it comes to balancing the rights of 
the landowner with the rights of the public to utilize 
navigable waters for activities such as recreation?

What other issues/concerns do you have in your commu-•	
nity or on your farm when it comes to water and property 
rights? For example, Farm Bureau is fighting legislation 
that would make the Clean Water Act apply to all waters 
of the U.S. rather than just navigable waters. This could 
extend federal jurisdiction to farm ponds and ditches.  

Your guide for  
November meetings
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farm bureau news 

As founder of Nationwide Mutual, 
Ohio Farm Bureau continues to “spon-
sor” the company, endorse its policies 
and recommend that members work 
with Nationwide agents to serve their 
insurance needs.

In turn, members play a role 
in shaping the coverages that Na-
tionwide provides. For more than  
50 years, Farm Bureau leaders  
from Ohio and other states have 
voiced their suggestions and  
questions directly to company 
 leaders at Nationwide’s policyholder 
conferences.

Policyholder suggestions at 
previous meetings helped spur 
Nationwide policy innovations 
such as coverages for pollution li-
ability, agritourism activities, fixed 
equipment breakdown and defense 
against unwarranted animal cruelty 
lawsuits. Other changes resulting 
from customer input have included 
display of Farm Bureau member sta-
tus on Nationwide auto policies and 
proof-of-insurance cards, OFBF 
member discounts on a broad range 
of Nationwide policies and the auto 
accident forgiveness option.

Five OFBF leaders took part in 
Nationwide’s 2010 National Poli-
cyholder Conference, Aug. 30-31 
in Des Moines, Iowa. They joined 
participants from seven other state 
Farm Bureaus and two major farm 

cooperatives in addressing agricul-
tural and insurance issues to keep 
Nationwide in tune with customers’ 
needs and expectations.

Former OFBF President and 
current Nationwide Board Direc-
tor Terry McClure heard first-hand 
the interests of customers and Farm 
Bureau members. Gary Douglas, pres-
ident of Nationwide Agribusiness, 
and several members of Nationwide’s 
management team also listened to 
customer comments.

Topics discussed included policy 
questions and coverage needs re-
lated to pollution exposures, custom 
farming, equine, food safety and 
processed foods and other risks 
farmers face. Exchanges such as these 
also take place at four similar con-
ferences conducted by Nationwide 
each year specifically for Ohio Farm 
Bureau members and for members 
of seven other Farm Bureaus that 
sponsor the company.

From left: Nationwide Board Member and Paulding County farmer Terry Mc-
Clure, Marion County President Cy Prettyman, Geauga County President Bill 
Patterson, Nationwide Ag President Gary Douglas, OFBF Organization Vice 
President Brian Peach, Athens County President David Bright and Clermont 
County President Carl Schoellman.

NATIONWIDE NEWS

OFBF leaders share ideas  
with Nationwide at national 

policyholder conference

County Farm Bureaus 
help meet food needs
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The right health plan always stands out.

Well within reach.™
© 2010 Medical Mutual of Ohio

Sometimes it feels likeall healthplansare thesame.Andsometimes
the difference is obvious. Does your health plan offer…

� Flexible, affordable coverage with options to meet my budget?
� Routine physical, dental and vision exams at no additional cost?
� Life insurance coverage built in?
� Customer Service based right here in Ohio?
� Plans designed exclusively for Ohio Farm Bureau members?

If you answered “no” to any of these questions, it’s time to get more
information about SuperMed One–Ohio Farm Bureau, individual insurance
plans from Medical Mutual of Ohio. Call your Nationwide agent or
independent insurance broker or visit ofb.SuperMedOne.com.

Visit MedMutual.com.
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Volunteers help harvest a field of watermelons, which were later donated to 
a food bank.

Randy Stuckey, who works with the Mennonite Disaster Services 
(MDS), heard of an Amish farmer with a large number of watermelons 
remaining in his fields after his contract had been fulfilled. Stuckey wanted 
to organize a group of volunteers to help get the watermelons to those 
in need. He contacted Roy Norman, OFBF organization director in  
Defiance, Fulton, Henry and Williams counties, to ask for assistance. 

Norman spread the word and approximately 16 individuals volunteered to 
harvest the watermelons, including several members of the 8th grade football 
team from the Archbold schools. 

"We do this because it is the right thing to do,” Stuckey said.
Also, for the second year in a row, the Mahoning County Farm Bureau, 

under the leadership of Doug Martig, Mahoning County Farm Bureau’s Food 
and Animal Issues action team leader, teamed up with the Jr. Fair Livestock 
Committee and the Senior Fair Board of the Canfield Fair, to donate meat to 
Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley. Farm Bureau promoted 
the program to several buyers at the Jr. Fair livestock sale. The buyers pur-
chased the animal and paid for the processing. Approximately 750 pounds of 
meat was donated. 

“We are so appreciative of the Mahoning County Farm Bureau for spearhead-
ing this program,” said Becky Miller, of Second Harvest. “Meat is one of the most 
important products we can distribute and one of the most difficult to get.” 
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Learn more and get involved by contacting your county Farm 
Bureau office. Visit www.ofbf.org/counties for information.   

Picture yourself in Farm Bureau. 

a teacher 

strong

Active

an environmentalist

a nature lover

represented

Horse
owner

caring

responsible 

knowledgeable

Allen Armstrong Allen + Renee Winner

Kyle + Randy Brown

Hard-working 

an 
Ohioan Innovative

a mother a father 

tradition

a farmer

twitter.com/OhioFarmBureau 
twitter.com/OurOhio

facebook.com/OhioFarmBureau 
facebook.com/OurOhio

a consumer

I AM:

I AM FARM BUREAU

Trish Cunningham
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Noteworthy

Five Ohio farm families, each 
members of Ohio Farm Bureau, 
were recognized with the Ohio 
Conservation Farm Family Award.

“As a group, Ohio farmers tend to 
be modest and rarely self-promoting. 
This is a great opportunity to honor 
their efforts and hard work," said 
OFBF Senior Director of Program 
Innovation and Environmental Poli-
cy Larry Antosch. Winners received 
$400 each from OFBF, were fea-
tured in the September issue of Ohio 
Farmer and received plaques from 
Hancor Inc. The Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources Division of Soil 
and Water Resources also sponsors 
the award.

2010 winners include:
John Buck grows soybeans, corn 

and wheat in Marion County. Con-
servation techniques include no-till, 
buffer strips, grassed waterways, 
crop rotation and developing a 36-
acre wetland. 

Eugene and Dean Welch raise 
corn, soybeans, wheat, dairy cows 
and steers in Ashland County, using 
conservation techniques including 

grassed waterways, heavy use pads, 
woodland exclusion, filter strips, crop 
rotation and a managed woodlot. 

Stanley and Rick Moore raise 
alfalfa, cattle and sheep in Harrison 
County. Conservation practices in-
clude crop rotation, contour strips, 
grassed waterways, fencing to prevent 
livestock from entering steams and a 
manure nutrient management plan. 

Larry, Richard and Sam Kinney 
grow corn and soybeans in Logan 
County using conservation tech-
niques including no-till, grassed 
waterways, filter strips and participa-

tion in the Conservation Security 
Program. Fertilizers are applied using 
a precise soil zone system. A wetland 
has also been developed on the farm.

Martha Gerber Rittinger farms 
corn, soybeans and wheat in Ross 
County, using no-till, cover crops 
when needed, crop rotation, grassed 
waterways and both grass and for-
ested filter strips. The Rittingers 
have also hosted several women’s 
groups from developed and under-
developed countries to demonstrate 
their farming and conservation 
techniques.

We’ll help you protect it.
Nationwide® Agribusiness off ers the kind of 
personalized insurance and service that farmers 
have counted on for over 100 years.

Ask your agent about 
Nationwide® Agribusiness Insurance.

I trust Nationwide Agribusiness with my farm.
Brent Porteus. President, Ohio Farm Bureau Federation. 
You probably know me as president of the Ohio Farm Bureau. But I’m also a farmer who knows 
the importance of working with a company and agents that understand farms and how to protect them. 
I trust  Nationwide Agribusiness with my farm. I know you’ll enjoy working with them too. 

Farm Bureau members have another reason to choose Nationwide  Agribusiness – Lower insurance costs. 
Farm Bureau members save up to 10% on their farm insurance. 

Ask your agent or call 888-370-3870 today. 

Source: 2008 Munich Re Report. Based on premium and loss data.

Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and AMCO Insurance Company. Home Offi  ce: 1100 Locust 
Street, Des Moines, IA, 50391. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review, and approval. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide and the Nationwide framemark service marks of Nationwide 
Mutual Insurance Company. © 20010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.

ENDORSED BY:

Farm families recognized for conservation

After five successful seasons, nearly 400 segments and nearly 
100,000 miles traveled across more than 70 counties, the Our Ohio TV 
series will be transitioning this season.

OFBF has worked with Think TV, the Dayton public television 
station covering Southwest Ohio, to produce the 52-week series for the 
past five years. In that time, Our Ohio has been nominated for three 
regional Emmy awards and received an Emmy award this year for the 
segment “Life of a Farmer.”

Season 6 will have a different look by featuring “best of” encore 
episodes with occasional new, longer format documentary-style 

special programs. In addition, OFBF will be using new and more flex-
ible ways to deliver similar high-quality content about Ohio farmers 
to targeted segments of the public, including television commercials 
and web videos.

The Our Ohio TV series is supported by OFBF, Nationwide Insurance 
and Medical Mutual of Ohio. Our Ohio airs on 12 Ohio public television 
stations and WBNX in Cleveland. More than 40,000 viewers watch Our 
Ohio each week. 

Visit OurOhio.org for local listings or to view select video segments 
for the show.

Five Ohio farm families were reconginzed during Farm Science Review for 
their efforts to protect natural resources.
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With the No-
vember election just 
around the corner, 
Congress has been 
more focused on 
campaigns than 
pending legislation. 
A lame duck session 
is now ready to start 
Nov. 15 with many 
issues to resolve. 

“Not much has 
been accomplished. How much will 
they be able to get done by the end 
of the year?” asked Mark Maslyn, 
American Farm Bureau’s public pol-
icy director. “At the end of the year, 
Congress will have to deal with the 
spending package, how to fund this 
government. They have not passed 
one appropriations bill in the past 
year and so they will have an omni-
bus spending package that they will 
have to enact.”

Farm Bureau is hoping Congress 
enacts estate tax reforms and ex-
tends several expiring tax provisions 
before time runs out. If Congress 
doesn’t act on estate tax reform by 
Jan. 1, the tax rate will jump from 
zero to 55 percent, with a $1 million 
exemption. 

Farm Bureau also is concerned 
that the capital gains tax will jump 
from 15 percent to 20 percent. The 
average amount of capital gains that 
farmers report is about 50 percent 
higher than the average taxpayer.

Individual income tax rates also 
are set to be higher and the etha-
nol blenders tax credit and ethanol 

import duty will 
end unless Congress 
takes action by Dec. 
31. The biodiesel tax 
incentives have ex-
pired and need to be 
renewed. Ag-related 
businesses have been 
hit hard by congres-
sional inaction on 
some of the renewable 
fuels tax provisions, 

Maslyn said.
“You’ve got biodiesel plants that 

have been shut down, workers laid 
off because of the uncertainty of 
whether or not this tax credit will be 
extended,” he said.

Farm Bureau also is keeping a 
close eye on Senate Bill 510, the 
Food Safety Modernization Act, 
which would give the Food and 
Drug Administration broad power 
over farming practices and food pro-
duction and potentially hurt small, 
local food producers. 

“You have two possible scenarios 
with Congress. The first is that Con-
gress has to come back and complete 
all the appropriations spending 
before they can tackle anything else, 
which means they might not have 
time to tackle other bills,” Sharp 
said. “The second is that if there’s a 
change in Congress for party control 
that there could be an attempt by the 
House and Senate to rush through a 
series of bills that they haven’t been 
able to get done yet. It’s all a guessing 
game right now.”

Many issues for Congress  
to resolve after elections 

Our Ohio TV series takes new shape


