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policy & politics

Questions:
1. 	Has anyone in your council been approached recently about leasing their land 

for oil or natural gas exploration? What was their experience working with the 
drilling company?

2. 	Do you feel you have enough information about the issue if you were ap-
proached with a lease agreement? What additional information do you need?

3. 	Do you believe that increased oil and natural gas exploration could help rural 
communities?  Are there any potential drawbacks? 

4. 	What additional policy suggestions do you have for OFBF to help landowners 
navigate issues surrounding oil and natural gas lease agreements?

    Advisory    
       Councils: Speak Out

The Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board is consid-
ering rules that could lead to changes in the way farmers 
house pregnant pigs.

Currently, many farmers keep sows in individual 
gestation stalls during breeding and pregnancy. Prior to 
giving birth, the animals are moved to separate farrowing 
units that provide protected areas for piglets to nurse.

In recent years, the gestation stalls have been subjected 
to intense public scrutiny. The primary concern is that 
the size of the enclosure prevents animals from turning 
around during pregnancy, which lasts just over three and 
a half months. A ballot measure proposed in 2010 would 
have essentially banned the use of stalls within six years.

The potential loss of gestation stalls troubled farmers 
who say stalls prevent fighting between sows, keep feed-
ing areas clean and allow for individualized care. They 
have also noted that stalls are particularly important to 
ensure the well-being of the sow and its embryo during 
the initial stages of pregnancy.

Following the recommendations of a swine subcom-
mittee and the input of several farmers, the livestock 
board is now considering a proposal saying that farms 
that currently have stalls could continue using them with 
no changes until 2025. The equipment typically has a 
lifespan of at least 15 years, so this would give farmers 
time to capture a return on the investments they have 
already made. After 2025, farmers would be able to use 
gestation stalls during breeding and the crucial early 
pregnancy stage. The stalls may also be used to isolate 
sick, injured or aggressive animals.

Aside from that, farmers would have to utilize an 
alternative form of sow housing.  New facilities may be 
required to use alternative sow housing before 2025.

For example, that might include group pens or equip-
ment that allows animals to enter and exit stalls as they 
choose. Some have called for more research into the effec-
tiveness of these and other modified housing practices.

The New Year brought with it  
a new look in the Ohio General  
Assembly.

More than two dozen new faces 
were sworn into the legislature ear-
lier this month, with the House of 

Representatives 
switching to 
a Republican 
majority and the 
Senate gaining 
two Republican 
majority seats.

“We’re proud 
to say many of the 
new faces in the 
General Assem-
bly were chosen 
by local Farm 
Bureau members 
as ‘Friends of 
Agriculture’ in 
the general elec-
tion last fall,” 
said Ohio Farm 
Bureau Federa-

tion Director of State Policy Beth 
Vanderkooi.

They’ll be led by new Senate 
President Tom Niehaus, R-New Rich-
mond, and new Speaker of the House, 
Bill Batchelder, R-Medina, both of 
whom Vanderkooi said have a wealth 
of experience and excellent voting re-
cords in regard to agriculture.

Both have already hinted at prior-
ities for the 129th General Assembly, 
including an increased workload in 
a tough economic time.

Priorities
Vanderkooi said solving the $8.4 

billion state budget deficit will 
dominate priorities.

Last year, OFBF dedicated a 
State Budget Task Force toward sug-
gesting ways to get the budget back 
on track. OFBF members voted on 
policy resolutions confirming how 
the organization would like to see 
the budget addressed. Such solutions 
include providing incentives to state 
and local government to implement 
cost savings, performance audits and 
bringing state benefits in line with 
those in the private sector.

OFBF’s Board of Trustees is 
expected to set the organization’s 
priority issues at its January meet-
ing. According to Vanderkooi, 
some of these may include business 
climate issues, water quality issues 
(including, but not limited to those 
in Grand Lake St. Marys), livestock 
care, energy and transportation.

Among other priorities, the 
General Assembly is also expected 
to focus on a repeal of the estate tax 
(a long-time OFBF priority issue), 
workers’ compensation reform, regu-
latory reform and job creation.

“There is a lot of common ground 
with what is coming out of the Gen-
eral Assembly and what has been 
longstanding Farm Bureau policy,” 
Vanderkooi said. “We are excited to 
advocate on behalf of our members 
in 2011.”

New-look legislature 

Change at Statehouse could 
have implications for farmers  

Niehaus

The House for All Ages
Unibilt offers a floor plan for every life-style.  From small
cozy empty nester cottages to roomy, two story colonals
and everything in between.  Select from one of our pre-
designed homes and make modifications as you see fit,
or work with Unibilt’s builders and professional design
staff to create the home of your dreams.

www.unibiltcustomhomes.com

Dream...Design...Build

Most Plans Can be Adapted to ADA Compliance

Livestock board’s proposal 
rethinks use of sow stalls

For information contact:
John Chambers | Corporate Used Equipment Manager
Deer Country Farm & Lawn, Inc. | (717) 484-4391

To see laTesT equipmenT lisTings, visiT:

www.DeerCountry.net
Deer Country Farm and Lawn is a full service 
John Deere dealer, with four locations to serve 
you. We can fill your used equipment needs for 
anything from a riding mower to a powerful 
300+ hp tractor for your farm.

2005 Case 1200 ASM                 $54,900* 
 
16RN@30”, Narrow/Pivot Transport, Air  
Metering, GPS Monitor, No-Till Coulters, Trash 
Wheels, Saw Tooth Closing wheels,  (2) 30Bu.
Seed tanks, 1,000RPM Hyd Pump w/ Self 
Contained  Hyd System.  

1997 John Deere 9400 FWD    $65,000*
 
9080 Hrs, 425HP, PowerShift, (4) Remotes, 
710/70x38@65% Duals.  

Kinze 3600                                     $49,900*
 
16RN@30”, Narrow/Pivot Transport,  
Row Shut-off Clutches, Mechanical Metering, 
Liq.Fertilizer, Insecticide.  

*No interest for 48 montlhs with 20% down and John Deere credit approval on these units.

2006 Case STX 480 QuadTrac     $165,000*
 
3011 Hrs, 480HP, PowerShift, (4) Remotes,  
(18) Frt Weights, Tracks@50%.  

 

2008 GVM Predator 6215    $139,000*
 
300 Hrs, 2WD, Automatic Trans, 1,000Gal 
Stainless Tank, 90’ Booms, Foam Markers, 
Drop Nozzles, Monitor, Rinse Water Tank, 
380/90x46@80%. 

0% financing for 48 months*

Batchelder

Your Guide For  
February Meetings

Oil and Gas Leasing
See article on page 1

For many years, Ohio farmers 
have been approached by drilling 
companies seeking to lease land 
to explore for oil and natural gas.  
But new technologies and a rise 
in natural gas prices are increas-
ing drilling activities in many 
parts of Ohio. 


