[image: image1.jpg]OHIO FARM BUREAU’






Forging a partnership between farmers and consumers.

•Working together for Ohio's farmers•

Beth Vanderkooi

November 16, 2011
House Agriculture and Natural Resources

HB 276

Good afternoon, Chairman Hall, ranking member Fedor and members of the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. My name is Beth Vanderkooi. I am the director of state policy for Ohio Farm Bureau. Thank you for this opportunity to testify as a proponent of House Bill 276. With more than 214,000 member families, Ohio Farm Bureau is Ohio’s largest general farm organization. Our members can be found in each of Ohio’s 88 counties.  Their farms are all sizes – from the smallest to the largest of farms.  They are conventional, niche, and organic farmers.  They live in cities, suburbs, and rural areas and produce virtually every kind of food, fiber, or bio-based fuel imaginable. They are advocates, foodies, and small businessmen and women. 

Agriculture is our number one industry, employing one in seven Ohioans and contributing $107 billion to our economy. Individuals, partnerships, and family corporations own 98 percent of Ohio’s farms. 
Central to our work at Ohio Farm Bureau is helping to promote regulatory and legal consistency for Ohio’s farmers and to identify and support value-added opportunity for farmers and agricultural products. It was in this spirit that we became active in supporting HB 276 as it was initially introduced.

As introduced, HB 276 clarified that on-farm production of biodiesel, biomass energy, electric or heat energy, and biologically derived methane gas that occurs secondary to or incidental to farming retains the agricultural treatment for zoning and CAUV, as long as at least fifty percent of the feedstock or starting material is generated on that farm.  The fifty percent threshold was identified as reasonable and is the same as the threshold identified for farm markets. Encouraging the use of technologies such as methane digesters not only promotes alternatives for farmers, but also could be exceptionally helpful in handling livestock or agricultural waste. 

There are three general changes to the substitute version of the bill: rephrasing and moving the original provisions, adding a provision that a digester placed on a concentrated animal feeding facility may be permitted by the Ohio Department of Agriculture, and adding provisions regarding agricultural production of algae.

Moving and rephrasing the initial provisions of the bill was done to correct a technical problem related to how a “farm” was defined and to ensure that an unintentional loophole was not created that would belay the intentional fifty percent on-farm requirement. To avoid creating additional problems such as circular definitions and to more closely tie the provision to the fifty percent threshold in the farm market law, we suggested modifying and moving the language.

Regarding the provisions of the substitute bill related to agricultural algae, Ohio Farm Bureau is very appreciative of the work that the sponsor and interested parties have done to clarify the intent and narrow the scope of the language to meet that intent. Certainly, we believe that all commodities that are being purposefully cultivated, propagated, and harvested in a farm setting are part of the large family that we call Ohio agriculture. In the case of the algae provisions, algae proponents feel strongly that additional clarification of their commodity is necessary in order to pave the way for future algae farmers, and it is the practice of Ohio Farm Bureau to support our commodities when they feel their industry has a specific need. We feel that the current substitute bill (LSC 1232-5) generally provides a good framework for the future of Ohio farmed algae. While a few technical corrections and clarifications still need to be made in both the algae and general provisions of the bill, we feel that the current version is a very workable concept that we can support. 

Finally, the amendments to the Livestock Environmental Permitting language to permit the Director of the Department of Agriculture to adopt rules regarding the production of biodiesel, biomass energy, electric or heat energy, and biologically derived methane gas if the production occurs at a CAFF were proposed by another interested party. We have not, at this time, identified any specific problems with that language, but will share it with our members to make sure that there are not unforseen problems. 

Thank you again Mr. Chairman and members of the committee for allowing me to be here today in support of this legislation.  I am especially appreciative of the work of Representatives Buchy and Gentile, their staff, the Legislative Services Commission, and the other interested parties over the past few months as we worked through some incredibly complicated technical issues to get us here today. I would be happy to answer any questions that you may have.  
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