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for more than 90 years, ohio farm bureau 
has been advancing the promise of one of its 
original membership advertisements, which 
offered a “chance to show you really are in 
earnest in helping to make farming a stable, 
dependable business, of making the farm an 
attractive worthwhile place for the best of 
men to spend their lives.”

Since then we’ve worked on policies 
and programs to remove uncertainty from 
investment and overcome barriers to 
opportunities. We’ve issued an open invitation 
to anyone offering insight on a problem, so 
we could begin weighing solutions. but today, 
more than ever, our progress depends on 
untangling a complex web of individual values.

We approach this discussion with a belief 

that farming is fundamental to our quality 
of life. and, therefore, our work is not simply 
self-serving.

Questions of food and agriculture, 
land and environment, resources and 
opportunities are questions for all ohioans. 
recognizing this, ohio farm bureau’s 
mission to “forge a partnership between 
farmers and consumers” puts momentum 
behind solutions that are good for all.

as we explore a path forward, the 
partnership we seek is one that will 
illuminate possibilities.

it is why ohio farm bureau is working to 
enhance connections between farmers and 
their communities. because we believe we 
can grow together.

Thanks to the work of farmers, the state 
estate tax is on its way out. as the state faced 
major budget cuts, ofbf worked to secure 
adequate funding for the ohio department 
of agriculture, ohio State university 
extension and the ohio agricultural 
research and development Center, Soil 
and Water Conservation districts and 
agricultural education programs.

ohio farm bureau’s work also 
helped expand the agricultural sales tax 
exemption, enhance assistance for Grand 
Lake St. marys, maintain equipment 
auctions, protect livestock farmers from 
criminal charges for escaped animals, 
support more options for local government, 
ensure predictable regulations, enact key 
transportation initiatives, support the 
establishment of ohio agriculture Week, 
stop burdensome motor carrier rules and 
support more efficient state government.

Due to dedicated 
member-

volunteers as  
well as county 

and state leaders, 
Nationwide and 
other partners, 

Ohio Farm Bureau 
has reached 

statewide 
membership 

gain with 214,391 
members.

Several efforts sought to have more meaningful 
conversations that bridged the gap between 
farmers and their customers.

OFBF supported the U.S. Farmers and 
Ranchers Alliance as it launched a nationwide 
effort to engage consumers in a dialogue about 
food; it supported research by the Center for 
Food Integrity, which seeks to  build trust 
in today’s food system; and the Our Ohio 
brand continued to showcase the values of 
Ohio farmers through print, web and 
television.
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OFBF worked with Ohio Reps. Bob 
gibbs, a former OFBF president, 
and Jean schmidt to advance a 
proposal that protects pesticide 
applicators, their customers and 
state and local governments from 
costs associated with duplicating 
already existing federal pesticide 
regulations.

ofbf filed briefs in two ohio Supreme Court cases, which came 
out favorably for famers. one case challenged the private property 
rights of landowners along bodies of water, and the other challenged 
agriculture’s exemption from zoning. 

The construction of the 2012 farm bill has been different from any previous piece of 
legislation. With the debate earlier in the year over whether or not the u.S. debt ceiling 
should be raised, a new committee, commonly referred to as the super committee, 
was created with the charge of finding ways to cut at least $1.2 trillion in government 
spending. The committee had considered the farm bill as part of this package. ohio farm 
bureau has been very active in the discussions to represent its members.

The united States negotiated three free 
trade agreements more than five years ago. 
The agreements with Colombia, Panama and 
South Korea had the potential to net several 
billion dollars of gain to u.S. agricultural 
exports.  farm bureau members played a 
key role in finally getting the agreements 
passed by contacting members of Congress 
directly. 

The oil and gas industry has become a hot topic in ohio, 
and thousands of people have turned to farm bureau 
for assistance. dale arnold, ofbf director of energy 
Programs, has traveled throughout central and eastern 
ohio to meet with individuals and large groups on this 
topic.  in the past year arnold has spoken to more than 
25,000 individuals at 140 separate meetings sponsored by 
county farm bureaus. “We are not a government agency, 
nor an industry insider, but people are beginning to see us 
as a valid third-party voice as we represent and advocate 
on behalf of our members,” arnold said.

Concerns about water quality in 
Ohio have put more focus on Ohio 
farmers and agricultural practices.  

OFBF has actively worked with 
farmers, regulators and others to 
address farmers’ concerns and find 
solutions to challenges regarding 
grand lake st. Marys, lake erie 
and the Ohio River Basin.
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Leafy Greens
Ohio Farm Bureau continued to make the u.s. Department of agriculture 
aware of concerns that Ohio farmers have with a proposed National leafy 
greens Marketing agreement.

the voluntary agreement is aimed at improving food safety. While 
improvements were made to the original proposal, OFBF believes there is 
more work to do to ensure burdens are not placed on Ohio growers.



the animals for life Foundation, 
founded by Ohio Farm Bureau 
in 2009, approved more than 
$30,000 in grants to help improve 
the human-animal bond in 2011.

as consumers increasingly turn to the internet for information about food production, 
ohio farm bureau continued to develop its online presence and that of its members in 
2011.

County farm bureaus increased the use of websites and social media. more than 50 
county farm bureaus now have a facebook presence, with some executing online outreach 
programs such as butler County ’s “farmer diaries”—where 32 volunteers shared their 
daily farm stories and photos during eight months on the county website and facebook. 
marion County’s “follow farming” project took consumers into the field and the minds 
of farmers, showing the year in the life a of a grain farm through video blogs posted to 
facebook, twitter and Youtube.

about 30 Young agricultural 
Professionals embarked on an annual 
trip to Washington, d.C. in 2011 to 
discuss important agricultural issues 
face-to-face with their legislators.

Young agricultural Professionals 
also fared well in farm bureau contests. 
Wayne County farm bureau’s emily 
Krueger won the american farm bureau 
Collegiate discussion meet early in 
2011, and ohio’s winners of the annual 
excellence in agriculture, outstanding 
Young farmer and farm bureau 
discussion meet contests will participate 
in the national competition at afbf’s 
2012 annual meeting in hawaii in 
January. Learn more at http://bit.ly/
youngagprofessionals.

ofbf’s agriPoWer institute saw its 
third class of 20 agricultural advocates 
graduate in 2011, while a class of 19 
more started during summer. The 
yearlong program features seven two-
to-three day training sessions focusing 

on public policy issues facing local 
communities, the state of ohio, the 
nation and the world. Sessions focus on 
building skills including spokesperson 
and media training, etiquette training, 
social networking, communications 
and more. for more information, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/agripower.

Ohio Farm Bureau’s Center for Food and animal issues continued to provide assistance to 
those dealing with animal care and cruelty complaints through its animal agriculture 101 
training in 2011.

the purpose of animal agriculture 101 is to provide a basic understanding of farm 
animal care and production practices and to identify resources for local animal shelters and 
others dealing with complaints.

Humane officers/agents, dog wardens, animal control officers, local animal shelters/
humane societies, sheriff deputies, county commissioners and others attended animal 
agriculture 101 sessions in lorain, Montgomery, Perry and Portage counties in 2011. 

after more than a year of work, dozens 
of meetings and thousands of public 
comments, ohio’s initial set of livestock 
care standards went into effect.

in what one board member described 
as “truly…democracy in action,” the ohio 
Livestock Care Standards board faced a 
tough task trying to balance the concerns 
of farmers with the concerns of the public, 
which played an important role in the 
formulation of standards on some of the 
most contentious issues.

ohio farm bureau was active throughout 
the process by extensively reviewing 
standards and providing input to the board.
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more than 11,000 nonfarmers experienced ohio agriculture through numerous county-
led “Grow and Know” events in 2011. events included tours of farmers markets, “meet 
the farmer” events and “back to basics” events focused on food, gardening and more.

nearly 350,000 fairgoers visited ofbf’s “Land and Living” exhibit at the ohio 
State fair in 2011, where featured partners such as nationwide insurance and ohio’s 
commodity organizations helped bring agriculture to life for visitors. ofbf also 
partnered in the ohio State fair’s “agriculture is Cool” program to provide an interactive 
agricultural education experience for ohio fourth-graders and their parents/guardians.

by interacting with journalists ohio farm bureau can assure that 
agriculture’s views are portrayed prominently and accurately, giving the 
public a better understanding of the issues important to farmers.

on the news front, ofbf assists reporters who need background 
on complex topics, arranges interviews with farmers and ofbf staff 
members and pitches story ideas that will be of interest to the audience 
and beneficial to our industry. farm bureau also works with editorial 
writers as they shape their opinions and publicize our own viewpoints in 
letters to the editor and op-ed articles.

ohio farm bureau partnered prominently 
with ohio businesses sharing similar values.

ofbf and bob evans farms purchased 
the reserve Grand Champion barrow at 
the ohio State fair, which helped fund 4-h 
and ffa programs. The hog was processed 
through ohio State university and pork 
donated to the mid-ohio food bank.

an Our Ohio-themed canning basket and 
other related discounts/benefits were made 
available to members through a partnership 
with Longaberger. 

a partnership with Velvet ice Cream 
supported local foods by establishing the 
new honey Caramel flavored ice cream. 

Ohio Farm Bureau 
members can now receive 
a $500 discount on a 
qualifying 2011 or 2012 

model year Chevrolet, gMC or Buick 
vehicle they purchase or lease, thanks 
to a new Farm Bureau member benefit 
introduced in 2011.

Fresh thinking 
Ohio Farm Bureau launched the 

Bringing it to the table concept to 
bring together a diverse group from 

Ohio’s food community to inspire 
creative collaboration in pursuit 
of new opportunities. during a 

daylong event that sought to support 
innovative thinking throughout 
Ohio’s food chain, a number of 

speakers shared creative ideas and 
perspectives on factors influencing 

food production. 

Farm Bureau  
on the air

o h i o  f a r m  b u r e a u  f e d e r a t i o n

2011
YearReviewin

Working with the media

Partnering on values

CONNeCtiNg
with agriculture by 

exPeRieNCiNg  
agriculture

2011 marked the fifth anniversary 
of ofbf’s weekly public affairs radio 
program. 

among Town Hall Ohio’s 2011 
highlights was hosting the first public 
debate between the State issue 2 
campaigns. many public officials visited 
the show including Gov. John Kasich and 
oda director Jim Zehringer (above), Lt. 
Gov. mary taylor, Secretary of State Jon 
husted, attorney General mike deWine, 
treasurer Josh mandel, auditor dave 
Yost and ePa administrator Scott nally.  
The show also featured top executives 
from businesses such as honda, at&t, 
elanco and Whole foods. 
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