
After his discharge from
the military, he had a paint-
ing/decorating business,
with six or seven men in
his crew working all around
the Richmond vicinity and
included a few government
projects in Indiana as well
as a lot of insurance jobs.
He said at one point, he

tore his right hand up.
“They told me I would

never use it,” he said. “As
a painter, that was not
good.”
He met his wife, the for-

mer Marlene Bowman, at
the skating rink in
Greenville, and they mar-
ried 63 years ago today
and set up housekeeping
at their current residence
in the rural Ansonia area.
That’s when his farming
days began.
“I fed a lot of cattle and

did general farming until
the late ’70s,” he said.
“Then, I started breeding
cows. Before, I bought
feeder cattle and finished
them out. I bought two
heifers and raised them
and it has been a growing
process ever since.”
He now has 15 head of

cattle.
“I have cut down,” he

said. “I sold my replace-
ment heifers and I have
baby calves on the ground

now.”
In addition to his age, he

decided to slow down in
the business because he
was diagnosed with cancer
nearly a year ago.
Ward, who was next to

the eldest of six children,
said, for awhile, He had no
strength or endurance nor
could he eat or sleep.
“I’m just thankful for

going this long,” said the
farmer, who will mark his
90th birthday on Sept. 17.
“I can’t complain.”
Ward served on the

Ansonia Board of
Education for nine years
and is a member of Darke
County Farm Bureau in
addition to the Darke
County Cattlemen’s
Association.
The Wards have a son,

Leslie; four grandchildren;
and four great-grandchil-
dren. Their son showed at
the Darke County Fair in
high school and grand-
daughter Tana Francis
showed for Lester at the
big state and national
shows until she got mar-
ried and started having
children.
Ward himself has shown

cattle ever since 1978,
and says he’s won numer-
ous awards over the years.
Two years ago, one of his

animals was a champion in
Tennessee.
“I have cattle about

every place and I’ve shown
cattle in 17 different
states,” he said. “We’ve
had good luck with showing
cattle. If you do something,
do it right, not half.”
Ward, who has even

shown regularly at the
Eastern Nationals in
Maryland, said he has also

won awards from the
Kiwanis Club and a Service
to Agriculture award from
the Darke County Chamber
of Commerce, the latter in
2006.
He was in attendance at

Monday night’s annual ban-
quet of the Darke County
Cattlemen’s Association
and was recognized for hav-
ing been the organization’s
first honorary member.
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You asked for it and we listened.
We are bringing them back.

On Monday, February 27th and Tuesday, February 28th

we will again be publishing Monday and Tuesday
editions of your hometown DAILY newspaper. Our
national award winning coverage will span from
Monday to Friday with a weekend shopper that will go
out to everyone in the county.
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family and stay on top of the news that matters most to
Darke County.
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with Studabaker.
“I feel that there has

been intentional intimida-
tion tactics employed,
just to basically discredit
me in the school,” said
Tryon. “I just feel that as
his position as board
president he felt he had
power over me as an
employee. I felt that he
was doing this in a con-
frontational way to intimi-
date me as retaliation for
me being outspoken to the
board.”
Tryon was outspoken at

a school board meeting in
July 2011 regarding his
disapproval of the board’s
decision to not renew con-
tracts of a couple of dis-
trict basketball coaches.
Tryon accused the board of
losing credibility with the
staff and the community
and he stated he had lost
confidence in the board
and their ability to make
decisions.
“It wasn’t a big deal [the

encounter]. It just feels
uncomfortable. I do not
feel comfortable in the sit-
uation and I’d like it to
stop, that’s it,” said Tryon.
“All I’m asking for is the
fact that I can get an
apology and an under-
standing that this will not
continue.”
“There’s two sides to

every story,” said
Studabaker. He stated that
he felt the NHS incidence
had been positive and was
surprised by Tyron’s “out-
burst” at the basketball
game.
“By offering my hand I

was letting him know I
had no hard feelings
against him for what he
said in public against the
board of education. I
thought our short conver-
sation was positive,” said
Studabaker of the NHS
incident.
“I didn’t mean to do any

intentional discrediting. I
treated him the same as I
would anyone else by say-
ing hello,” said
Studabaker.
According to the GEA

master agreement, a com-
plaint should be made to
the school principal before
telling the district’s super-
intendent. Studebaker told
Supt. Susie Riegle of the
second incident, but it was
not according to proce-
dure.

The board has taken the
issue under advisement
and will be acting upon it
within seven days, said
Board President Sue
Bowman at the conclusion
of the meeting.
According to Cindy

Scott, vice president of the
board, the board will either
agree or not agree with
the grievance and action
will be taken from there.
The exact course of
action is unknown until
that time.
The district has called a

special meeting on
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in
the Anna Bier Civic
Center, Memorial Hall in
Greenville for the purpose
of another greivance
hearing, and an executive
session for personnel
and personnel compensa-
tion.

While this funding from the state may be uncertain,
an upgrade is needed to the 9-1-1 system, said Stegall.
The expected cost of the upgrade is between $500,000
and $600,000. The upgrade, called “Next Gen,” will
allow for text messaging, sending in pictures via
cell phone directly to responding units, the use of a
GPS locator for callers, reverse 9-1-1, according to
Stegall.
In order to pay for all of these upgrades, the commis-

sioners are considering a possible three- or four-year
renewable .25 percent sales tax, which would generate
about $990,000 a year that would be specified for 9-1-
1/emergency services capital projects. However, the
sales tax is currently at its max (1.5 percent), meaning
citizens would have to vote on the matter in order for the
tax to become a reality, said Stegall.
“You people will decide it, we are maxed out on sales

tax now,” said Stegall. “You will decide, not us, you will
decide if it’s worth it.”
In addition to 9-1-1 upgrades, new equipment is

needed for the Sheriff’s Office, such as new vehicles
and communication equipment. Also, many
upgrades are needed for the county jail, according to
Stegall.
Stegall stressed that upgrades for 9-1-1, the sheriff’s

office, county jail and county EMA are important because
all of them are interconnected both in the services they
provide and the proximity in which they are located to
each other, all being housed on County Home Road in
Greenville.
While the commissioners have not officially decided

whether or not to put it on the ballot, if voters passed the
tax, during the first year, the county would borrow
money in order to perform the upgrades, said Stegall.
Stegall said the money received could only be used
for capital improvements and could not be used for
salaries.
“Instead of [spreading] this stuff out over four years, if

we know the levy will pass, let’s go fix everything the first
year. We can go borrow the money from the bank, we can
pay it back with the money we’ve got coming in for four
years. That way instead of waiting until year three to fix
something when it’s going to be more expensive,
because it’s not going to get cheaper, we’ve already got
it paid for,” he said.
Each of the following years of the tax, about

$60,000 would be used for Sheriff vehicles. The county
would also save part of the money in an interest-baring
account in order to pay for future upgrades, said
Stegall.
While nothing is set in stone concerning how upgrades

will be funded, Stegall stated “Let’s get ahead of this
now. Let’s fix it now.”
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COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -
A government can’t func-
tion fairly and transparently
without freedom of the
press or expression, Vice
President Joe Biden told an
Ohio newspaper trade
group on Thursday.
Biden did not take ques-

tions from the audience of
reporters and editors,
though he spoke for almost
45 minutes at the Ohio
Newspaper Association’s
convention in Columbus.
“The American people

need the facts even the
inconvenient facts to be
able judge the wisdom of
the actions of their govern-
ments,” Biden said. “And
you remain the primary
vehicle to assure them that
they have access to the
facts.”
He said journalism con-

tinues to be a critical ele-
ment to democratic bal-
ance in the country,
despite the industry’s
struggles and changing
times.
“You’ve been the glue

that’s kind of held this
process together,” he said.
“And you still are.”
It was the Democrat’s

second visit to the political
bellwether state in less
than a month. He was in

the Columbus area last
month to talk about college
affordability.
His trip comes just

weeks before the
Republican presidential
candidates face off in the
state’s March 6 primary.
The GOP contenders are
expected to step up their
appearances in Ohio.
Newt Gingrich, a former

speaker of the U.S. House
of Representatives, cam-
paigned in several Ohio

cities this week. Rick
Santorum, a former U.S.
senator from Pennsylvania,
is scheduled to visit the
state next week to speak
to the Ohio Christian
Alliance.
President Barack Obama

carried the state in 2008,
and it is expected to be an
important swing state
again in November.
Republicans seized on

the vice president’s visit as
a chance to point out that

Ohio voters this past fall
approved a largely symbol-
ic amendment to the state
constitution snubbing
Obama’s federal health
insurance mandates.
“The Obama administra-

tion has too many prob-
lems to count in Ohio, and
that’s exactly why you see
Vice President Biden here
today,” said Ryan
Tronovitch, a spokesman
for the Republican National
Committee.

Biden says press freedom is critical to government

Photo by Brandon Carte | The Post
Vice President Joe Biden spoke for almost 45 minutes at the Ohio Newspaper Association’s con-
vention in Columbus on Thursday.
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has developed a resistance to most the over-the-counter
chemicals,” stated Gilbert.
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recom-

mends contacting a professional immediately after sus-
pecting you have a bed bug problem. Failed attempts to
eradicate the problem will only add to the colony size and
to an infestation.
“I have seen many cases of children that have parents

that are split up and the child may bring a bed bug from
one house to the other when doing their normal visita-
tion,” stated White.
Social interactions are the number one cause of

spreading the problem, he said.
“It only takes one bug being transported into a home by

an unknowing host to start an infestation. Everyone is at
risk of getting bed bugs. I have treated million dollar
homes all the way down to $100 a month apartments,”
White concluded.
According to Gilbert, bed bugs can live for a long period

of time without having a human host. As long as they have
places to hide, you may never know they are there until
you have a problem.
For more information on preventing and identifying bed

bugs, log on to the EPA website at www.epa.gov/bedbugs.


