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Background:  
An organization called “Voters First Ohio” has collected signatures to place a constitutional 
amendment on the November of 2012 ballot that would change how Ohio does redistricting and 
apportionment in the state of Ohio.  
 
Proposal: 
The proposal establishes a twelve-member commission for the purpose of drawing legislative 
and congressional districts.  The commission would adopt a redistricting plan that most closely 
meets the following factors: community preservation, competitiveness, representational fairness, 
and compactness. The redistricting plan would be in place for the 2014 elections. 
 
Selection of the Commission: 
Individuals who are not otherwise disqualified (see below) may apply to be a member of the 
Commission. Selection from the applicants is made by a panel of Appellate judges selected at 
random (no more than four from any one political party). The Appellate judges are selected by 
the Supreme Court by lot. They then make up a panel that selects “finalists” of fourteen 
candidates from each major political party and fourteen unaffiliated candidates. Leaders of the 
House of Representatives reserve the right to eliminate up to three of the candidates from each of 
the groups. Of the 12 Commission members, nine are selected randomly from the “finalists”. 
Three final members are selected by the first nine members based on a series of factors that 
include diversity, impartiality, skills, etc. 
 
There is a ten-year look-back that disqualifies individuals from serving on the commission if 
they or any member of their immediate family: served as a federal or state official; were an 
employee of the Ohio legislature, US Congress, or any state/federal elected official; were the 
director of a state department or agency; or a paid lobbyist. There is a five-year look-back that 
disqualifies candidates if they or a member of their immediate family: was or is a candidate for 
federal or state office; was or is an employee or consultant to a political candidate or committee, 
an official or employee of a political party; or made any political donations in excess of $5,000 
over a two-year period. There is also a disqualification for anyone who hasn’t voted in two of the 
three previous general elections in even-numbered years.   
 
Function of the Commission: 
The General Assembly is required to provide all the funds that the Commission determines 
necessary to fund its activities, including compensation. There is no ability for a member of the 
Commission to be removed by the General Assembly or Governor. Members of the Commission 
are ineligible for appointment or election to any legislative or congressional district if they were 
a part of the Commission that drew the district. The Commission will be required to hold public 
meetings, consider citizen-submitted district maps, and adopt legislative and Congressional maps 
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by October 1 of the year prior to the election. An affirmative vote by 7 of 12 Commission 
members is required to adopt the maps. If the Commission fails to adopt the map, the Ohio 
Supreme Court must pick from the maps under consideration by or submitted to the 
Commission.  
 
Timeline: 
January 1 of census year: Supreme Court appoints Appellate Judges to serve as panel members. 
April 1 of census year: Appellate panel must appoint independent auditor who will help to 
review applications of potential commission members 
May 1 of census year: potential commission members must apply via form provided by the 
Secretary of State. 
August 1 of census year: The Appellate Panel will select 42 (14 from the two major political 
parties and 14 unaffiliated with a political party) finalists. Selection will be made by a vote of 
five or more judges. 
August 15 of census year: Speaker of the House and Minority Leader will have the opportunity 
to “veto” applicants. 
October 1 of census year: Appellate panel will, by random selection, select 9 members of the 
Commission (3 from each political party and 3 unaffiliated). 
October 1 of census year: Nine selected members of the Commission shall meet to select three 
additional members of the Commission. 
October 1 of year after census year (year prior to new districts): Commission shall adopt new 
maps. If the Commission is not able to adopt a new map by that time, the Supreme Court will 
pick the map from those under consideration by the Commission (including submissions).  
 
 


