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Thank you, Chairman Gardner and members of the Senate Finance Education Sub-Committee for the 
opportunity to submit written testimony regarding items important to Farm Bureau in the state budget bill. 
The state budget supports agriculture in many ways. The programs you support in the budget will help us 
meet significant challenges our industry is now confronting head-on. At the top of the list of those 
challenges is ensuring we protect Ohio’s water resources. Ensuring students have access to quality 
agricultural education and workforce development opportunities are also extremely important to Farm 
Bureau members. 
 
OSU Extension and OARDC 
Farm Bureau’s highest priority is support for Ohio State University’s Extension program and Ohio 
Agricultural Research and Development Center (OARDC).  Our members wholeheartedly support 
increased funding provided to these programs in the House and would encourage you to direct additional 
resources to them if possible. Extension plays an important role in having successful and engaging 4-H 
programs and offers educational opportunities on everything from crop insurance to battling invasive 
pests to nutrient management and water quality. The research OARDC conducts benefits all of society by 
helping keep Ohio waters clean, and by producing foods that are diverse, abundant, affordable and safe. 
 
Sea Grant Program 
Farm Bureau supports the House’s action to restore funding for the Ohio Sea Grant program. At a time 
when water quality issues and protecting Lake Erie have become increasingly important, the research 
being conducted as a part of the Sea Grant program is essential. A small amount of state support for this 
program is leveraged to pull down significant federal and private funding. The program uses this funding 
to support approximately 30 applied research projects on Lake Erie each year.     
 
National Center of Water Quality Research (NCWQR) at Heidelberg University 
Similarly, OFBF encourages you to maintain the House-passed version of the budget bill as it relates to 
National Center of Water Quality Research (NCWQR) at Heidelberg University.  The water quality lab at 
Heidelberg is a leader in surface and ground water research and monitoring in the Great Lakes region and 
beyond. Farm Bureau has been proactive in working with our members to promote practices that mitigate 
the impact farming has on water quality. However, continued funding for the research we rely on to fully 
understand the issue, is an important part of finding a solution.   
 
OSU Agricultural Technical Institute (ATI) 
Farm Bureau remains concerned about OSU’s Agricultural Technical Institute (ATI) in Wooster which, 
under the current budget proposal, is projected to receive a significant reduction in funding. The 
program’s track record is remarkable and ATI’s funding loss is not due to the requirements regarding 
degree competition. Instead, ATI is disproportionally hurt by the removal of facility support that was 
eliminated for some campuses.  
 
The program serves as the nation’s number one producer of two-year Associate Degree graduates in the 
areas of food and agriculture. In fact, within four months of graduation, 99 percent of ATI graduates are 
either continuing on in school pursuing a Bachelors degree or are gainfully employed in the food and 
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fiber sector. The very natural of agricultural education requires hands-on learning experiences for 
students.  Funding to support ATI’s agricultural buildings, labs and equipment is vitally important.   
 
Career Technical Education/ Agricultural Education 
We were encouraged to see Agricultural Education included in the highest tier of career technical 
weighted funding when the governor introduced his budget earlier this year.  Though the House made 
changes to the funding formula, they kept these programs in the highest tier in their own proposal.  We 
encourage the senate to recognize the value of these programs, as Governor Kasich and House members 
have, and keep the career technical education weighted formula the House has passed.   
 
The programs Farm Bureau is supporting in the budget bill have a real impact on all Ohioans. They help 
make Ohio’s farms and businesses more profitable and efficient, train our future workforce and provide 
the research we need to protect our vital natural resources. By supporting these programs in the state 
budget bill you will help strengthen not just Ohio agriculture, but our state as a whole. Thank you for your 
consideration of these items as you continue your work on the state budget. 


