
Ohio Farm Bureau’s 2016 federal priority issues 
 

Food Security and Safety: Consumers deserve to have confidence that their food is 
safe and wholesome. Farm Bureau will create a more positive dialogue about modern 
agricultural practices and work to prevent actions that would reduce choice for 
consumers or farmers. Farm Bureau will monitor implementation of the Food Safety 
Modernization Act in order to ensure a smooth implementation process and to prevent 
actions that are unworkable, too costly or beyond limits on federal authority.  
 
Regulatory Reform: All Americans, including farmers, need a regulatory system that is 
fair, takes economic impacts into account and respects our freedoms. Farm Bureau will 
oppose expansion of federal jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act, advance legislation 
to reform the Endangered Species Act, preserve farmers’ land-use and water rights and 
improve the federal regulatory process.  
 

Technology: Technology enables farmers to be more productive and efficient in using 
resources. Farm Bureau will protect farmers’ access to and use of biotechnology. Farm 
Bureau also will work to protect farmers’ interests concerning other technologies, 
including the use and regulation of unmanned aircraft as well as data services.  
 

Trade: Selling more U.S. goods around the world boosts farm profitability and benefits 
rural communities. Farm Bureau seeks congressional approval of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership agreement to increase American farmers’ access to foreign markets. Farm 
Bureau believes food is a key component to the growth of our industry and will continue 
to support measures and legislation that support and develop positive trade relations.  
 

Business Climate and Farm Economy: Farm Bureau will support actions to mitigate 
the impacts of a downturn in crop prices, as well as actions to address the specific 
needs of beginning farmers. Farm Bureau will work to advance legislation that 
addresses agriculture’s long- and short-term labor needs including support for needed 
immigration reform. We will continue our work on tax reform legislation by supporting 
the full implementation of enacted provisions that reduce farmers’ tax burden.  
 

Political and Grassroots Engagement: It will be critical to work with members to 
create opportunities for further engagement in the political process for the 2016 election 
year as well as for laying the foundation of an agricultural platform for political 
discussions in the future. Farm Bureau will enhance current programming to allow for 
more extensive training on how to better advocate for farm issues with members of 
Congress. In addition, Farm Bureau will work with our members to increase the 
frequency and improve the content of our grassroots network engagement with 
Congress and federal agencies. 

 


