
Saturday, September 30 
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 1 
12:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Ashland County Farm Bureau Presents.....

A Drive-It-Yourself Tour of Ashland County
Farm Tour
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Once again it is time to take to the rural byways of southern 
Ashland County to enjoy the beauty and bounty of another 
harvest. The Ashland County Farm Bureau invites you to spend 

a weekend visiting local farming operations and see firsthand what 
is involved in a successful modern farm operation or farm business. 
Ask questions, observe modern technology and experience an 
appreciation for the time and effort that today’s farmer devotes 
to producing a steady supply of grain, milk, meat, eggs, fruit, 
vegetables and fiber for today’s consumer. Too many consumers 
think the food chain begins at the grocery store or the fast-food 
restaurant, not realizing that it begins with the farmer, who plants 
the seed, nourishes the crop and harvests the grain. The grain is 
then processed and used for human consumption or fed to livestock 

to produce meat, milk and eggs. Today’s farmer provides food for 
himself and 155 others. Remember, inhabitants of the U.S. enjoy the 
safest, best quality food supply for the least cost of any nation in the 
world. The bumper sticker “We Farm You Eat” says it all.

Each year the Ashland County Farm Bureau is pleased to sponsor 
and host the Drive-It-Yourself Tour of Family Farms and Businesses 
in various regions of our scenic county. The farming families of 
Ashland County are rightfully proud of the concern they show for 
the animals trusted to their care and for being good stewards of 
the land and natural resources that help produce the food crops. 
This event is designed to bridge the gap between farmers and 
consumers so that everyone better understands and appreciates 
how the food chain works.

Enjoy the day and drive safely!!



Owned and operated by Jeff, 
Lou Ellen and Keayla Harr, J&L 
Cattle Services is a Registered 

Hereford seedstock operation. 
Located just outside of Jeromesville, 
off U.S. Route 30, their bank barn is a 
landmark with “1884” on its slate roof. 
Not only do they raise Hereford cattle, 
but they also operate a custom heifer-
raising business, as well as work with 
various clients to manage high-risk 
cows, prepare cattle for shows and 
sales, and assist in the marketing of 
client’s cattle. Each year the family 
calves out around 80 cows. Most 
calve in the spring during February 
and March, however they also calve 
a small group of cows in the fall. 
Hopefully they will have a group of fall 
cows and their new calves on display 
for the tour. They also utilize Artificial 

Insemination (AI), Embryo Transfer, as 
well as genomics and performance 
testing to further their genetic base. 
The Harrs also farm over 300 acres 
of hay and corn ground to provide 
enough feed to feed their own 
livestock and market as a cash crop. 
This fall, the Harrs will host their 7th 
semi-annual production sale with nine 
guest consignors and will sell around 
70 lots of Hereford cow/calf pairs, 
show heifer prospects, bulls and show 
steer prospects. Much of the Harr’s 
offering in the sale will be around the 
farm when the farm tour is being held. 
Private treaty sales are conducted 
year-round with a selection of bulls 
and females available at all times.

Ashland County Cattlemens Food 
stop - S&B Custom Innovations/
HerdPro will also be onsite. 

2 J&L Cattle 
334 Township Road 1922, Jeromesville

The This & That Shop is a livestock/pet food 
feed store offering: Kalmbach, Tribute, High 
Noon, Formula of Champion, Nutrena, Cargill, 

Sunglo livestock feeds &   HiStandard, Joy, and 
Loyal life dog foods, as well as Weaver leather 
livestock supplies, bling belts, purses and Clipper 
blade sharpening and more.

We opened 8 years ago on Oct. 1, 2009,  with 
a pallet of dog food asking ourselves what can it 
hurt to try after Max and Cliff Fulk asked us if we 
would like to take over selling the dog food that 
Cliff had sold down the road on their farm. Little 
did we realize the growth into the feed sales we 
would have after Doug Sutherland - our Kalmbach 
Rep and neighbor - started talking to us about and 
helping us with. So we expanded to all livestock 
feed and more, plus kept getting more added, so 
we are truly "The This & That Shop”... a bit of this 
and that!

We are family owned and run by Brad, Sherri, 
Coral & Storm Nelson. Our address is 272 County 
Road 30A, Jeromesville (1 mile east from the light 
in the square of Jeromesville).

We own 5 acres in the middle of my 
Grandparents (Dale & Clara Bodager) farm where 
we bale our own hay and raise numerous animals: 
Baby Doll Southdowns (12 head), Registered 
Shropshire Sheep (24 head), (Sunshine Shrops 

raised by Coral Nelson), a few dairy calves/steers, 
a couple horses, several layers Chickens, broilers 
and turkeys   and several dogs, also breeding 
Labradoodles (a litter 
is available for forever 
homes mid-October).

We basically raise all 
of our own meat!!   Plus 
you never know when 
another animal may 
show up!!

My grandparents 
bought this farm in 
1956 and we bought 
our 5 acres from them in 
2005... and then shortly 
after my parents Duane 
and Ginny Bodager also 
bought land off the farm 
and built. We hope to 
start raising more sheep 
and other specialty 
crops.

We will be having a 
small farm petting zoo 
for families to enjoy.

We also will be having 
a Lerch’s Donut Stand 

available as well as milk from Buckeye Country 
Creamery and Cider from Baumans   Orchard 
available to purchase!!

Stop 1 This & That Shop 
272 County Road 30-A, Jeromesville

Stop



Cool Springs Wildlife Conservation Park is 
comprised of 192 acres and is situated on 
the Jerome Fork of the Mohican River. The 

park has hilly terrain, with areas of grassland, 
forest and marsh. There are also a number of 
natural springs on the property as well as a 5-foot 
waterfall. These springs feed three trout ponds. 
Approximately 50 acres of the parkland is actively 
farmed.

One historical highlight of the park is that Johnny 
Appleseed once had a small apple tree plantation 
on the property.

Much of the park is open to seasonal public 
hunting, with the exception of the picnic area 
located near the spring-fed ponds.

Hunting: If you have questions about the hunting 
rules and regulations, please contact Davy McClure 
at 419-651-3482.

3 Ashland County Parks District
2159 County Road 37, Jeromesville

Stop



Clair-lyn is home to 20 sheep, 60 milk cows 
and approximately 55 young stock ranging 
from baby calves up to 2-yr-old heifers that 

are ready to have a calf of their own and enter 
the milking herd. The milk cows currently average 
75 pounds of milk per day. That means that each 
cow gives more than 8 gallons of milk every day!

The most important and precious thing that 
God has entrusted to us to raise on this farm is 

our children: Ashley (age 30, married to Darvin), 
Sheldon (28), Brandon (26), Landon (23, married 
to Jess), Gordon (22), Waldon (19), Brittany (17), 
Jaedon (12), Haedon (10) and Lacey (7). We also 
have three grandchildren: Dustin (7), Haley (5) 
and Logan (3).

Our son-in-law and older children own Ohio 
Custom Services LLC, a custom manure hauling 
and forage-harvesting business. They work on our 

farm and for other farmers as well.
Our son, Landon, does custom welding and 

cutting using a CNC plasma cutter. He also 
creates metal ornaments and fixes equipment.

Thank you for visiting our farm,
Clair & Linda Oberholtzer

Stop 4 Clair-lyn Holsteins
727 County Road 2404, Loudonville



Rob and Kathy Turk fell in love with alpacas 
after seeing them at a local event while 
living in the Cincinnati area, and began to 

think about raising them after retirement. They 
leased a farm for 3 months in Michigan with 
6 alpacas in early 2009 to see if farming was 
feasible for people from the city. Even though 
Rob received a degree in Ag Econ from OSU, 
his career path led him to a 31+ year career 
with The Coca-Cola Company and Kathy had 
corporate experience as well. Could this be 
transferred to raising alpacas?

After an extensive 
search for a farm in 4 
states, they decided 
to purchase the 11- 
acre farm in Perrysville 
in January 2010 in 
the heart of Mohican 
Country. Many of their 
friends and family 
thought they were 
crazy to retire and 
work harder! But these 
same people enjoy 
visiting the farm, and 
experiencing peaceful 
overnight stays and the 
alpaca lifestyle.

Gaelic Glen Alpacas 
began in the Fall of 
2010 with the purchase 
of their  first 5 alpacas, 
Kruger and Miss 
Whitnney, Kaledoya 
and companion animals 
Liam and Tomas.  
All of the original 
animals were Huacaya 
alpacas, which are 
the fluffy, teddy bear-
type alpacas. The next 
animals purchased were Suri alpacas, which 
have the long, silky, dreadlock type of fiber.  All 
of the alpacas at Gaelic Glen are ARI registered.  
The primary objective of their breeding program 
is to produce the best quality fiber possible.  
They breed and sell alpacas as well. The Gaelic 
Glen herd is currently at 19 alpacas. This year, 
2 crias (baby alpacas) were born and 3 are due 
next year.  

Both types of fiber from the Huacaya and Suri 
are valuable with each bringing its own attribute 
to the finished yarn, roving and products.  You 
have to feel the animals to believe it. The 
softness is truly amazing. Until, of course, 
shearing day!  Shearing Day is once a year, 
usually in May. The animals are shorn and the 

fiber bagged, ready to be “skirted”. Skirting is 
a process where you prepare the fiber to send 
to the mill. The “blanket” area (think of a saddle) 
is considered “firsts” and the most valuable.  
“Seconds” are from the neck and “thirds” are 
from the legs. The fiber is either sent to the mill 
for yarn and roving, sold “raw” to local spinners, 
or sent to several co-ops who collect the raw 
fiber and then produce a variety of alpaca 
products, including socks, gloves, sweaters, 
etc., which are sold in their farm store. Almost 
all of the fiber can be utilized.

All of the crias born at Gaelic Glen have Irish 
names. It’s been fun to name them as there is 
meaning and history behind every name.  Since 
Kathy’s ancestry is Irish, there is no end in sight 
for new names.

Over the past 7 years, the Turks realized that 
the best way to share the “Alpaca Lifestyle” is to 
let the public meet and experience alpacas away 
from the farm and showcase these creatures any 
way they can. They work with their crias from 
Day 1 to socialize them. As a result, they’ve 
been able to participate in parades including 
the Akron St. Patrick’s Day Parade as well as 
the Cleveland St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and won 
second and third placements in their divisions, 
respectively. Other parades include Dyngus Day 

in Cleveland, The Polish Constitution Parade in 
Slavic Village, parades in Ashland, Hayesville, 
Loudonville and Perrysville. They have done visits 
within the community, participated at Walkabout 
Tremont in Cleveland, and you can see them at 
The Westside Flea in North Olmsted during the 
summer months. They are always open to new 
events.  

You can meet Gaelic Glen Alpacas at the 
Ashland County Fair Alpaca Tent. Make sure 
you stop in to say hello to Rob and the other 
alpaca farms represented that week. If you 

have questions about 
alpacas, this is a great 
first step to get your 
answers.

Make sure you stop 
by on the farm tour 
and enjoy the Auntie 
A n n e ’s / E x c l u s i v e l y 
Yours catering truck. 
The usual Auntie Anne’s 
food and beverages 
plus other sandwiches 
are offered for 
purchase.

Festivities include 
“hands on” experience 
with the animals.  
Weather permitting and 
animals having breaks, 
all ages are invited to 
take an alpaca around 
a mini obstacle course 
or play alpaca musical 
pads (similar to musical 
chairs). You might win a 
small prize! It’s a great 
experience for young 
and old, especially 
those who have 
never experienced 

livestock handling. Check out “The Doctor Is 
In” with Camelid/Large Animal/Farm Animal 
Veterinarian, Dr. Pam Walker. She is available 
to answer questions both days. A special treat 
on Sunday is Irish dance instructor Ms. Maire 
O’Leary Manning, TCRG. There will be 40-minute 
sessions at 1:00, 2:30 and 4:00. All this fun 
and information FREE! Also, the Gaelic Glen 
Farm Store will be open so you can start your 
Christmas shopping!

You don’t have to wait for a special day. The 
farm always welcomes visitors. Call first to 
make an appointment at 419-368-6050. They 
are located at 2284 County Road 2175 in 
Perrysville between Route 60 and Honeycreek.  

Stop 5 Gaelic Glen Alpaca Farm
2284 County Road 2175, Perrysville



This farm  was purchased in 2015 
by Rick and Terri Heffelfinger.   
Over the past two years, the 

barn has been completely restored, 
including a new bank foundation, sills, 
siding and completely rewired.   The 
original bank barn was built around 
1900 with the straw shed and milk 
house added on in 1926. There is a 
very unique truss system in the straw 
shed which adds to the the beauty of 
the barn.

The barn has all new windows, 
doors and floor joists, and a new 
floor was installed in the straw shed. 
Another unique part of this barn is 
that it has two graineries and the 
original hay track on the ceiling.

Over 40 cottonwood and pine trees 
were removed from the pond, and the 
pond was dredged and resealed. The 
old corn crib building was removed 
and a new machinery shed was built 
to replace it. There is also a new 
barn for the cow-calf herd. New fence 
was installed covering 15 acres of 
pasture. 

Rick owns and operates 
Heffelfinger’s Meats, Inc.  with his son, 
Ryan. Heffelfinger’s Meats has been 
in business for 54 years, with four 
generations of Heffelfingers involved 
in its operation.   Ryan and his wife, 
LeeAnn, have a son, Ridge. Rick also 
has a daughter, Erica.

250 acres are farmed with corn, 
soybeans and hay being raised. Rick 
and Ryan have a small cow-calf herd. 
They also feed out approximately 100 
head of cattle per year.

Rick and Terri also own Heffelfinger’s 
Quarter Horses, where they raise AQHA 
halter horses. 

Rick and Ryan pull a tractor called 
“The Wolf” on the OSTPA and NTPA 
circuit when time permits.

Stop 6 Heffelfinger’s Event Barn
 1910 County Road 655, Ashland

by Rick and Terri Heffelfinger.   



Thank You Sponsors!
Ashland Crop Service 

Ashland Implement, Inc.
Ashland Tractor Sales
Bartley & Bolin, Inc.

Byland Animal Hospital
Charles River Laboratories

Claremont Vet Clinic
Dilgard & Associates
ER Boliantz Company

Farm Credit Mid America
First Choice Truck & Trailer

Heffelfinger’s Meats, Inc.
Honey Haven Farm LLC.
James F. Denny & Sons

Loudonville Farmers Eqauity
M & K Fulk Farms

Magic Garage Door, Inc.
Mark Wertz Construction & Farm

Mitchell’s Orchard
Moritz Materials, Inc.

Sutton Bank

These fine sponsors recognize how important agriculture is to 
Ashland County's financial stability. A special thank you goes 
out to all the tour stop hosts. Their generosity & hospitality is 

what makes the tour possible.
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Porta-johns 
are provided 
at each stop.
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