
Field Day Podcast Ep. 23 H2ohio and OACI 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:00:00] Welcome to Episode 23 of the Field Day podcast brought to you by 
the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation. I am your host Jordan Hoewischer, director of water quality 
research with Farm Bureau. Today we kind of flip the script a little bit. You know, you guys are 
accustomed to me throwing a couple of questions out to an expert. Well, now I'm the pseudo expert 
in the room. And Ty Higgins, who's our director of media relations here at Ohio Farm Bureau, 
interviewed me about my involvement with the H2Ohio funds that farmers have available for 
conservation practices and in the Maumee Basin. And then our Ohio Agriculture Conservation 
Initiative, which has been a vital part of getting off the ground, that's kind of holding hands, so to 
speak, with H2Ohio and trying to get farmers in the door for increased conservation practice 
adoption. So, again, hopefully it is not too bad having the tables turned on on myself. But we think 
it's a vital topic that if it was somebody else that was the expert on it, then we would bring them in 
to talk about it. But it's definitely very important as this thing goes from 14 counties to 24 counties 
to 88 counties in the future. We want to make sure that everyone's informed and what's kind of 
coming down the pike. So here it is. Enjoy. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:01:13] All right. We'll get started here. So you know we're doing things a 
little bit different this time. Usually I ask who you are, where do you come from and all that good 
stuff. So I'll start with myself first and I'll kick it over to Ty. My name is Jordan Hoewischer. I live in 
Columbus, Ohio. I'm the director of water quality research with Ohio Farm Bureau. And I guess I'm 
today's subject to a certain degree. And so we'll start then with Ty. 

Ty Higgins [00:01:35] Well, yeah. I mean, usually you're interviewing the expert and it'd be really 
hard to do this since you are the expert on the topic. A pseudo expert. Really awkward to answer 
your own questions. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:01:45] Oh I would use different voices for each. (laughter) 

Ty Higgins [00:02:03] Well I mean this is a great topic because it's so pertinent to this state. Water 
quality in Ohio has been a hot topic. Now, as you know, for over 10 years, Farm Bureau has been 
part of that conversation with some different ideas. And finally, we saw in 2019 some of the ideas 
Farm Bureau had really come to fruition in different ways, including Governor DeWine and 
H2Ohio. Can you just tell us if for those that don't don't know that 30000 foot view of, what 
H2Ohio is and how is very similar to, you know, when I first started a year ago, we heard a lot about 
a bond measure in that possibility. So how does that all relate?  

Jordan Hoewischer [00:02:43] Yeah, I'll start back from the top with a bond measure. So we put 
together, we as in Farm Bureau and other commodity groups around Ohio, and then companies like 
Anheuser Busch and Scotts and then a bunch of other people came together with a group called 



Healthy Water Ohio, which actually was started to put together before even the 2014 Toledo stuff 
had popped up. And then after that, they kept meeting and meeting and said, OK, how can we come 
up with a solution? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:03:10] Or just like what's a logical thing that we can put forth to help with 
water quality things around the state, not just with farming, but just holistically around the state. So 
they talked about doing a bond measure and that kind of had been kicked around. Up until a point 
where up until a couple of years ago to thinking about when would it be on the ballot? When we get 
it in front of people. Governor DeWine and some other people that supported it. And then once 
Governor DeWine was elected, he kind of took a second look at and said, OK, well, maybe instead 
of doing that, let's take it inside the budget of the state. You know, we have some surplus dollars. 
We can help us save some money a little bit by doing this. And so he created H2Ohio, which is 
essentially surplus money that they've budgeted over the next two years with hopes of doing it for 
longer. And then they've divvied up one hundred some million dollars between Department of 
Natural Resources, Ohio EPA. And then what we're gonna talk about today is Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. 

Ty Higgins [00:04:05] Yeah. And as we heard about H-2 Ohio, we were already at Farm Bureau in 
the works with other groups inside agriculture, outside agriculture, conservation groups, 
environmental groups, putting together what is now known as the Ohio Agriculture Conservation 
Initiative, or OACI. Can you give us just a background on that and how that all came together? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:04:26] Yeah. So OACI, which is, you know, obviously another acronym for 
a group... 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:04:32] I know when I first started at Farm Bureau, I saw I needed 
something like when a quarterback uses wristbands for all the acronyms. But this is the Ohio 
Agriculture Conservation Initiative. So fairly explanatory with the name. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:04:44] But it's essentially the first of its kind group with all the commodity 
groups in the state, some environmental groups and then some conservation groups as well. And so 
it's just a kind of a steering committee, a private organization to help be the boots on the ground for 
moving farmers up the conservation ladder, essentially, and helping be that private entity to help 
make sure that H2Ohio is is applied as deep and wide as it can with our Ohio farmers. 

Ty Higgins [00:05:12] So both Jordan and I were a part of OACI. I was on the communications 
arm and he was in the nuts and bolts getting it all put together. And he'll talk more about that and 
how he's been able to put together an app and different things that farmers are going to be able to 
utilize in order to get this H2Ohio funding. We had, Jordan, a two-day retreat almost a year ago now 
where we brought all the interested parties together and these are parties that you would never see in 



the same room just a few months before that. We're talking about Ohio Farm Bureau and the corn 
growers and the wheat growers and the soybean growers. But then you talk about the environmental 
group the Ohio Environmental Council. It was part of this. The Nature Conservancy. And in being 
flat honest, that room for the first couple of hours of that first meeting on day one was heavy. 
Everybody was trying to feel each other out and figure out how we were going to move forward. We 
all had goals in mind. And I think that it took a little bit of time. And maybe you can talk about this 
a little bit too, to really find out where we all are coming from and how we can work together. And 
we did it, we got it done. Those are two tough days.  

Jordan Hoewischer [00:06:23] Yeah. I mean, you know, I would not  say contentious. It was just 
kind of like you said, heavy. And I think it gets kind of the first day of school. Everyone's feeling 
themselves out. You know, you have your assigned seating and you're trying to figure out who's at 
your table and who's gonna do what. And there was probably a half a dozen heads of organizations 
there, not just worker bees like myself, but people who have higher level clearance, so to speak. And 
so for them to actually be able to clear their schedule, sit down with this group for a couple days in a 
row and hammer this thing out. It was extraordinary. And I think we're reaping the benefits of that 
as well. You know, as for the environmental groups, that term can be a little scary for some people, 
for our farmers. But, you know, like I've said in some of these rollout meetings, we haven't had a 
minute of contentious talk between us. And I think it starts to humanize the issue a little bit. Right. 
It's not just environmentalists want X, Y and Z. Farmers want X, Y and Z. It's OK. We are on this 
one goal of improving water quality and improving conservation practices around Ohio farmers. 
And then that's kind of the focus and everything else kind of got thrown out the window. 

Ty Higgins [00:07:30] It helps, too, to have the academia part of it and the conservation part of it. 
Were you surprised that we were able to get that much done in two days? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:07:36] Oh, yeah. I mean, you know how it is sometimes, you know, you get 
an agenda together. And a lot of times it's pretty wishful thinking. And so you have a lot of people 
who have ascended to their rank for good reason--for a strong opinion, for a good work 
ethic...determined, driven people. And so sometimes that's a tough one to manage. It’s a tough one 
to wrangle. And I think we did a good job. I will praise Scott Higgins from Ohio Dairy and then 
Heather Taylor-Miesle from OEC. They kind of wrangled the group and made sure that we were all 
kind of moving along at the right pace and working on the right stuff. And they not only brought on 
the professionals of the group, but we had farmers included. We had people who could give us that 
realistic look on how things should be going. 

  

Ty Higgins [00:08:25] It was one of those retreats, those two days that we had back in March of 
2019 where there was no such thing as a bad idea. We had papers on the wall all over the township 



hall we were in with ideas of what it was going to be called, how it was going to be implemented, 
what it looked like on the farmer's side, what it looked like to consumers. What amazed me is how 
many ideas from those two days are still intact today and part of our plan. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:08:49] Yeah, I mean, so we were kind of figuring out, OK, how do we 
utilize this chance of funding for our farmers and get them to all be moving in the right direction. 
And a couple of the things that rose to the top very quickly is we need to figure out what was going 
on. So how do we know what the current adoption level of conservation practices are? And then 
another one is how do we make sure that we can reward or identify farmers for what they have been 
doing and maybe help them shore up some loose ends on their farm? And so the first one that we 
came up with is the farm field assessment project. So it's essentially just doing human surveys on 
what is happening on the land so that we can set a baseline of practices that are going on so that 
when all this money is flying around, we can look back in periodically and say, okay, how has it 
changed? And we can drill down to the county, to the watershed level and kind of see that. And then 
secondly, it's a farmer certification program that rose to the top as well to say, we have a lot of 
farmers who are like there's money available, but I've been doing this for a long time, you know? So 
what's in it for me? Well, what's in it for you is obviously funding to continue to move up the 
conservation ladder. Also, let's do some recognition of who these farmers are so that we can create 
kind of a positive groundswell of being included in this project. 

Ty Higgins [00:10:07] So, OACI started first and then we heard about Governor DeWine putting 
together his H2Ohio program and we didn't know if H2Ohio would overtake OACI or how they 
might meld together. How did that all work out in the end? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:10:22] So it worked out. As you know, we're kind of holding hands a little 
bit.  H2Ohio is running in its own lane. And then the OACI is kind of the private sales force, boots 
on the ground, so to speak, for H2Ohio. So that allows for different levels of clearance. We want to 
make sure that if there's any information that's gathered or there's things that are happening with our 
farmers, the users of H2Ohio, that we can hold it and the privacy that they should be respected as. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:10:51] And so we want to make sure that any information is held as their 
own data, essentially, in that we can still maybe move a little bit more swifter across the countryside 
helping people get into this program.  

Ty Higgins [00:11:03] Was was data the biggest concern that you heard from farmers as this got 
rolled out. 

  

Jordan Hoewischer [00:11:07] I'd say, you know, maybe timing of how to get this brought out. But 
data and privacy is definitely a big one. Unfortunately, for good or for bad, as companies work with 



farmers and they're trying to work on efficiencies, there's a lot of data that's been collected over the 
years by the John Deeres of the world, the Monsantos of the world or whoever. They're buying and 
selling things from, whether they're big companies that are utilizing their data to maybe come back 
with them with the best product. But sometimes that squeezes the margin away from the farmer. So 
I think they're a little leery of giving up their last remaining bits of privately held information. And 
they want to make sure that they understand where it's going and who's doing it. So I think OACI 
has been allowed to be that trusted partnership, to make sure that when their name goes next to 
some information, that it's being used in the right way. 

Ty Higgins [00:11:58] You mentioned that there were some timing of the rollout concerns. What 
was that? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:12:01] Oh, well, this thing's been coming down the pike pretty quickly. 
You know, the Ohio Department of Ag has been working extremely hard on trying to understand 
what to do with the money. I was just money for conservation. And so they had to go from zero to 
roll out in a really short amount of time. And so, even as late as this fall, you know, Thanksgiving, 
there were still a lot of things that were up in the air and their goal was to get it rolled out in January 
or at least get the practices finalized by the end of January to have February rollout meetings with 
farmers. And so they came a long way in a short amount of time. And, you know, from the OACI 
standpoint, we just kind of rode shotgun you know, strapped in and wore our helmet. We tried to 
help them along the way as best we could. 

Ty Higgins [00:12:46] I love how you say we like there's a mouse in your pocket, because really, I'm 
going to you know, I'm going to tout Jordan for everything that he did to really land this plane. 
There were so many things that needed to be done from all vantage points to get the messaging out 
about H2Ohio and OACI. But behind the scenes and technology wise and and getting things set up, 
there are so many things to do. And I'd hate to see your checklist when it came to things that had to 
be done by the time we rolled this out. Talk about some of the things that you worked on that are 
going to be a major component of these new programs. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:13:20] Yeah, well, I appreciate that. I mean, my main task was co-chairing 
the certification working group with Jessica D'Ambrosio from The Nature Conservancy. And our 
task was to just develop a certification program from scratch and not to say that's gonna be a one of 
it kind. Oh, you know, one of a kind. But know we beg, borrowed and stole from Michigan Farm 
Bureau and from Illinois and from some other programs that we saw them doing similar things 
around farming in their area. And none of them had the same situation as us. So we kind of took 
what we took from them, what we thought could apply to our thing. And then added some other 
stuff on top of it. And, you know, came out with a certification program where farmers are going to 
use a smartphone app. So using their smartphone or tablet or a Web site to essentially get a 
conservation score. So gain a way for them to be, I wouldn't say judged, I would say to have just 



some sort of mark for them to know where they stood in 2020 so they can go back in 2021 one or 
2023 or whenever to say, OK, here is where I start and here's where I came from. The rub and all 
that was the fact that we had to create something from scratch. So we got working groups together 
from folks from Soil and Water, folks from ODA, other commodity group folks as well, and 
farmers and just said. OK. What's important? What are the things that we want to make sure that 
our farmers are doing? And so we've settled on pretty high level stuff. You know, soil testing. Your 
frequency and intensity of your soul testing. How are you getting your nutrient recommendations? 
How are you getting those nutrients onto the ground or into the ground? You know, kind of the 
infield management... Are you using cover crops and what (type) and how often. Your tillage 
practices...how much soil disturbance do you have? And then are you doing anything that we 
consider kind of bonus like grass waterways, drainage water management structures, you know, 
things like that that maybe don't apply to every piece of farmland, but can be very helpful in certain 
situations. And so we built that out and then built a scoring system. And then all the while we've 
been working with an app developer in Columbus to create that smartphone app. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:15:35] And then we're kind of in the testing phase now. So we've gone 
from... We signed the paperwork in December, I believe. And then, two months later, we're testing 
an app here, probably within the week. 

Ty Higgins [00:15:48] And all those questions that you ask of the producer, they go hand-in-hand 
with the practices that Governor DeWine has laid out with H2Ohio. Ten of them. And how they 
came up with these and I'll have you explain this in more detail as they wanted to find the practices 
that work at the same time are economical. Right. Because there's a reason that there is one hundred 
and seventy two million dollars out there over two years is because these practices and conservation 
as a whole, it's not cheap.  

Jordan Hoewischer [00:16:16] I think the biggest thing is that they were smart. ODA was smart 
and they brought in some  people to kind of comb the information that's been out there. You know, 
there's lot of information that's generated by our federal partners and USDA NRCS and ARS. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:16:35] Now, again, I need to go back to my quarterback wristband. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:16:40] So there's stuff that's being generated by Ohio State. At Heidelberg. 
And the federal partners and all over the place. And so they brought somebody in to kind of comb 
through all that information and came up with a list of 10 BMPs that are not just the exclusive list of 
only the 10 things that work.  Is just that reduction in total phosphorus reduction per dollar. And so 
that's kind of where they're starting. Admittedly, they say this is where we're starting and we'll be 
flexible and we'll hear people we'll shift and move over time. But they had to start somewhere. You 



know, the thing I like to say a lot is you can't change something that doesn't exist. So they want to 
just get something going. And then they'll hammer away at it as time goes on. 

Ty Higgins [00:17:19] When they started with like 100 practices. They got down to 10. What are 
those? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:17:23] Yeah. So similar to what we just said on certification. So we start 
with a kind of a nutrient management plan. So you need to have a voluntary nutrient management 
plan to kind of get in the door. So that's just having a plan of how much nutrients are in your soil. 
What's that yield goal of that piece of land. And then, does your rate fall within tri-state or wherever 
the parameters are? And that revolves around soil testing. So, you know, you have soil testing and 
then there's variable rate fertilization for phosphorus. So it's taking the soil test information and 
whatever your plans said and then variable rating it across the cross the field, then there's subsurface 
placement. And so you can obviously place that fertilizer from a container to the ground. And then 
you have your manure incorporation, you have a conservation crop rotation which deals with your 
small grains or forages and then cover crops. So kind of everyone knows wildly what cover crops 
are. So there's a program for that. And then the seventh one that they've really been hammering on 
in these meetings is that drainage water management structures, which is really just creating the 
artificial raising of the water table in fields and then kind of releasing it at a better time than what it 
naturally would. And then there's three others that they're gonna roll out over time, kind of 
prescriptive to the land. And that's a two stage ditch construction and then edge of field buffers and 
then some sort of wetlands, even though ODNR is doing some wetland programs itself. But there's 
still some on farm spots where you can do some wetland management as well. 

Ty Higgins [00:18:57] You just choose one and go or can you do multiple? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:18:59] You can actually. Unlike a lot of programs, you can stack practices. 
They're really encouraging that. The data shows that a lot of these work on their own, but they really 
get magnified as you start to do kind of a holistic approach to management. So the only ones that 
aren't allowed to be on the same acre is the incorporation of manure and phosphorus fertilizer. But, 
you could start getting some of these, three or four or five practices on top of each other. And that 
really starts to pencil out if you're trying to make some significant changes or investments into your 
conservation practices. 

Ty Higgins [00:19:33] You mentioned that farmers were going to you and saying, I already do this. 
So what's in it for me? If a farmer's already doing the soil testing or we know a couple of farmers off 
the top of our heads that are already subsurface nutrient placing right now, are they eligible for these 
funds as well? 

  



Jordan Hoewischer [00:19:50] Yeah, absolutely. And I think that was the biggest kind of rallying 
point. 

[00:19:54] I think we've seen with this is that ODA was smart. And when they built this program, 
because it wasn't just like, OK, they didn't say what's the cheapest way that we can get conservation 
practices? What's the break even line? They took a different approach. They said, OK, we know a lot 
of people are doing some of these things. But we want to set these prices so they are realistic for not 
only people who need to jump in on their own, but maybe they need to pay somebody to contract 
on some of these things? And so they made some of these these pricings for practices fruitful for 
someone who maybe they don't want to jump on buying a new sub-surface placement toolbar, but 
they can pay the neighbor down the road that's already been doing it. And then on top of that, 
everything's forward facing. So everything's future-facing on are you eligible for these pots of 
money? And the only restrictions are if you're enrolled in CSP or an equal practice on that ground. 
They just don't want you double dipping on the same practice. But everyone's eligible for now. 
Truthfully, I'm sure there'll be some caps or something as it goes further and further out years from 
now. But they're really interested in just getting it out. And I think that, you know, for some of these 
things, like the sub-surface placement, which takes a considerable amount of investment, I think this 
money can help create kind of epicenters of adoption. You know, you can have one farmer who's 
been doing it on his 5000 acres, but maybe he can contract out and do it for another thousand 
around him and just trying to keep moving that, you know, ripple effect further and further out. 

Ty Higgins [00:21:23] You and I here almost every day. This is a voluntary measure. H2Ohio is 
voluntary. Being a part of OACI is voluntary. And we get media calls or read something in the paper 
all the time about how voluntary measures just simply aren't working. But I think it's safe to say and 
you've been to more of these meetings than I in the Maumee River watershed. That's where H2Ohio 
is being rolled out in 14 counties in that part of the state. Those meetings have been so well attended 
that I think there's excitement out there. And I think that this is something different that will work. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:22:04] Yeah, I think so. I mean, I've been with Farm Bureau for a little 
over five years. And you can have the most well-laid agenda. You can have speakers coming in from 
all over the place. You can even have whoever they said was the best person to cook a barbecue 
meal in the county. And sometimes you get 30 people, you know, like what happened? You know, 
it's like, OK, well, it is a nice day. So some people are farming or it was a rainy day. So maybe they're 
doing something else. You know, you just never know if you can hit that and get a lot of farmers. 
Well, we had eight rollout meetings in February and we had probably over twenty five hundred 
farmers at eight meetings. So getting four or five hundred farmers who show up on a Wednesday 
night in the middle of wintertime is extraordinary. And, you know, and sign ups have reflected that. 
But I think that shows what happens when you bring out realistic programs. It's not made in a 
vacuum. It didn't go into the basement of their building and say, OK, what can we do here? They 
listen to people. They brought outside people and they really have molded this thing for very high, 



rapid adoption. And, we're not going to change much in one year or whatever, but this is a no pun 
intended planted that seed of conservation. And hopefully some of these pots of money can help 
people understand and take a risk and then build on that risk as time goes on. 

Ty Higgins [00:27:34] You mentioned that H2Ohio and OACI are holding hands. So where does 
OACI come into play here as far as getting those funds allocated? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:27:45] Thanks for coming back to that. So OACI essentially is the 
certification arm of our farm community now. So with the first year for these 14 counties, the first 
year prior to them getting any money for their funding. They signed up for H2Ohio. They went out 
and they did what they said they were going to do. And then Soil and Water has to check on and 
confirm they did it. The last step is to confirm that they are enrolled into the certification program, 
which means for the first year you ought to be certified. You have to go in and fill out your farmer 
profile, tell us who you are, where you're at, and then that'll be a way for Soil and Water to know 
that you're in the program. Then year two, if you get money, then you have to be certified. And that 
might sound a little scary or a little of a hurdle. But it should mirror what you would need for that 
voluntary nutrient management plan for H2 Ohio funding. So if you're already in the gate with an 
NMP, then it's a pretty good chance you're gonna get that certification mark as well. But if not then 
we will help you. You know, we will point you in the right direction. Okay. Maybe you fell short 
because of lack of soil testing. Okay. Well, let's try to get you some education, some funding and 
whatever else to try to point you in the right direction. The goal of certification is not to say, you 
know, you're certified and haha you're not. It's you’re certified and okay, you're not. So how do we 
get you into the boat? Because we want to lift up all farmers who have met that mark and they can 
literally pound that certification sign at the end of the driveway. And when stones are being thrown 
at farmers, we can say this person is certified. They're doing what this group of conservationists and 
environmentalists and commodity groups have said is the right thing to do. And then we can use 
that as a jumping off point to move them up the conservation ladder and just to keep improving on 
a whole. 

Ty Higgins [00:29:34] So we're almost there. We've got this program rolled out. H2Ohio. OCIA is 
getting their components together with Jordan's help on the digital side and the app coming together 
and all that is lining up just right. So we get to a point now, Jordan, where there begins to be some 
expectations formed. 

Ty Higgins [00:29:52] And I would venture to say as far as H2 Ohio and OACI with the roll out. 
We have met and exceeded our expectations for this rollout and the interest we're seeing from 
farmers in northwest Ohio and the Maumee River watershed. But now we're gonna start hearing 
about expectations from other groups, from consumers that live up near Toledo. They're going to 
hear about all this happening and all of the things that are being done on farms and all the money 



being spent by Governor DeWine's administration. So will this just clear things up next summer or 
are we going to have algal blooms in Lake Erie? Is it all just going to go away because of this? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:30:32] Yeah, I mean, if that was the case, then I think you would have seen 
something like this a long time ago. I mean, it's a complicated issue. It's not just farmers putting on 
too much fertilizer then the lake is green. There's a lot of moving parts. There's there's a lag period. 
You know, there's a period of time that if you cut off every single piece of phosphorus that's coming 
down the pike, there still would be a bloom to a certain degree. There's a lot of legacy phosphorus 
that's off of farms already or off of fields already. And so it's not going to be, you know, a flick of 
the switch, but it's moving in the right direction. It's helping bridge those gaps of understanding and 
funding and opportunity for some of these farmers that do the things that we know incrementally 
help. We are not pouring and dumping nutrients all over the farm fields and they're going into the 
waterways. This isn't I can see the fertilizer washing into the waterways. This is an incremental drip 
of dissolved, in particular phosphorus coming off of farm fields. And it's not just the green ooze 
coming on, coming down the pipes. We're losing a very small percentage on a lot of acres. And 
that's something that's really hard to control because it's costly. It's kind of a inconsistent thing that's 
happening with all the rainwater we're having. And we have higher water temperatures and we have 
all sorts of things that are swirling around this issue. But what we try to do is we tell our farmers that 
regardless of who else is doing whatever else and what other mitigating factors are out there, we 
want you to do what you can do on your piece of land. And that's what we're doing. They're 
stepping up their sign up for practices and they're doing what they can do on their piece of land. 
And I think that's a huge step in the direction. So, no, it's probably not going to make a huge, huge 
difference. But if we have a normal rain year and we have these increased practices across the 
countryside, I think you'll see a step in the right direction, even a monitoring standpoint from 
Heidelberg.  

Ty Higgins [00:32:29] Before we wrap up. You mentioned taking ideas from Michigan and from 
Indiana and Illinois. I think we even have some ideas from Iowa that have worked into this program 
in one way, shape or form. How does this compare to what other states have done? We mentioned 
that this is issue number one for Ohio agriculture right now is water quality. So this is the biggest 
step this state has taken for this particular initiative. How does it rate with what other states have 
done? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:32:58] Yeah, it's tough to judge what they're doing. I think there are great 
programs that they obviously were out in front of us in that particular, particular regard. You know, 
for Michigan for for example, that's funded by, I believe, a fertilizer or maybe a gas tax. And so that 
one's administered by the Department of Ag. And so that's a little different relationship. But I think 
truthfully, that may have hindered it a bit, even though they have had good sign up. 



  

Jordan Hoewischer [00:33:21] But it goes back to why we created OACI. We want that private 
trusted organization controlling that data flow and being the advertisers for it. And I think that's 
kind of where it stands out versus the other ones. And we've learned a lot from them. They're all 
great. But I think it helps to have this trusted organization because it allows us to help with ODA or 
ODNR or whoever and say, OK. How do we get farmers here? And that was our task. I was like, 
okay, we will get him in the seats. And twenty five hundred farmers later here they are. And so that 
when the next thing comes along, they'll say, okay, how do we get certain messaging out to people? 
Well, we'll have hopefully thousands of farmers that have an app or they'll just have, you know, have 
been to a meeting and know what OACI is so we can communicate it and say, hey, this group is 
telling you that you need to do X, Y, Z, or maybe these practices have changed. So I think having 
that kind of roaming private group that's out in front of this program is just helping clear the path 
and hopefully that'll help for just a smoother transition. So I can't say what the other groups are 
doing, but I know that's kind of  our distinction that we've had in Ohio is just having this group 
that's kind of paving the way. 

Ty Higgins [00:34:34] Our governor has been wonderful for agriculture and for farmers in his first 
year in that office. But when he rolled H2Ohio out, there was one line that stuck out to Ohio Farm 
Bureau and to other agriculture organizations as well. He said that this program is for now and he 
said that he thinks it's going to work. He thinks that the idea is going to make a big difference in 
northwest Ohio. So my final question for you, Jordan, is if this doesn't work, then what? 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:35:08] That's a great question. I mean, I've used this line, you know, 
earnestly in the rollout meetings. You know, we had eight of them and I spoke to all eight. And, you 
know, I said, a lot of times we talk about the boogey man, the regulation and all that stuff. And 
maybe it's a little overblown sometimes or it can be used as a certain tactic. But, you know, he's kind 
of knocking at the door right now. And I think that's scary for us. And it's not scary because 
someone else is going to tell us what to do necessarily. It's just it's the what. They provided 10 
different practices to help. And that's just a snapshot of practices that farmers can have at the their 
disposal. And not one of these can control every piece of ground's nutrients that could possibly 
come off. And so keeping it as a al carte uses many bullets in the gun and you can use it on your 
piece of ground, because there's hundreds, thousands of different soil types.There's different 
topography, there's different crop systems, there's different nutrients, different timing. There's all 
sorts of stuff. And we want to make sure that not only do we not have someone telling us what to 
do necessarily on their piece of land. But we want make sure there's flexibility there. I don't know, as 
a water quality professional that's been working on this for five years. I don't know a single thing or 
even just say two or three single things that would be the end all be all. Not only am I not in favor of 
the regulation, I just don't know what. And that's kind of the gist of this whole issue is there's not 
just one thing. And I think that's where we get twisted a little bit when we get negativity toward 



farmers is that it's not just one pipe coming out of a municipality. It's small increments coming off 
of four million farm acres. And so that's a tough thing for us to get our arms around. And it's not 
malicious. It's not on purpose. And our farmers want clean water. And I think having something like 
H2Ohio and having them provide options and having OACI help make sure that they're doing the 
right thing and certifying them, I think that will be what helps improve water quality and help 
conservation as a whole. 

Ty Higgins [00:37:19] A lot of information and a little bit of time. But there are a couple of 
websites you can visit to get this information right in front of you and take a look at it yourself. The 
H2Ohio Web site is h2.ohio.gov and the OACI website, again, the Ohio Agriculture Conservation 
Initiative. That Web site is ohiolivestock.org/oaci. And you can find out all the info you need on 
both of those programs. Thanks for letting me host your show. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:37:44] Yeah, thanks. This allows the few listeners I have to have to actually 
hear a professional radio show. 

Ty Higgins [00:37:52] I wouldn't go that far, but I did have fun. Thank you 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:37:55] All right. Well, thank you. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:37:56] And that was Ty Higgins and myself for H2Ohio and OACI. I hope 
you guys learned a little bit about kind of what's going on on the conservation front for Ohio 
farmers. If you want more information about Ohio Farm Bureau, please go to ofbf.org. or if you 
have any questions about today's episode or you have suggestions on future ones, please hit me up 
at jhoewischer@ofbf.org. And then if you guys would, I would love for you to rate and subscribe 
and it helps us to understand what's going on with the podcast and see if we're on the right track. 

Jordan Hoewischer [00:38:33] Thank you. 


