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POLICY AND ISSUE DISCUSSION SHEET 

 
Farm Bill Issues Taking Shape  
 
Defining the Issue 
 
The path to shaping the 2023 Farm Bill is already underway in Washington.  In the lead up to the 
Farm Bill reauthorization process, the House and Senate hold multiple committee (and 
occasionally subcommittee) hearings which provide a forum for witnesses of various backgrounds 
– including government officials, interest groups, academics, and farmers – to present testimony 
with the hope of informing legislators’ decision-making. 
 
Local hearings are important part of the process, bringing attention to critical issues and needed 
policy changes. In April 2022, the Senate Agriculture Committee held its first series of hearings; 
focusing on agriculture, conservation, rural economic development, research, forestry, energy, 
and nutrition policies. Additional sessions were held in June 2022; focusing on agricultural 
production, industry perspectives and rural community development. Additional hearings and 
outreach opportunities with local farmers and community stakeholders are in the works. 
 
House members are engaged in similar activities. Hearings concerning the role of USDA programs 
helping famers address climate change, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Programs (SNAP), 
rural development, urban agriculture, and other issues are ongoing.  
 
While hearings and outreach activities are gearing up, the next step in the process is already 
underway. House and Senate Agriculture Committees are drafting and debating markups as they 
prepare their respective chamber’s bills for consideration. Each version can have substantial 
differences, too. 
 
American Farm Bureau Policy  
 
Farm Bureau is already preparing for the next farm bill. The organization we will be looking to the 
grassroots level for guidance on creating the organization’s advocacy strategies. Farming is a 
difficult and risky business, yet critical to the well-being of our nation. It’s often stated that food 
security is national security. Few pieces of legislation are more significant than the farm bill when 
it comes to ensuring our food system is secure. We urge lawmakers to recognize this significance 
as they consider updating and refreshing the farm bill. 
 
We support the following principles to guide development of programs in the next farm bill:    
• Maintain funding commitments to current farm programs; 
• Maintain a unified farm bill which includes nutrition programs and farm programs together; 

and 
• Prioritize funding for risk management tools which include both federal crop insurance and 

commodity programs. 
 
The food and farm bill has been a bipartisan effort in the past. The 2023 farm bill presents an 
important opportunity for lawmakers to rise above partisanship and work together again to pass 

 



legislation that protects food security for all Americans and the future success of our farmers and 
ranchers. 
 
How Does the Farm Bill Matter for Everyone? 
 
• Food Security: America’s public investment in agriculture through farm bill programs helps 

secure our domestic food supply and keep our country strong while consumers get the 
benefits of high-quality, affordable food. 

• Jobs: The food and agriculture industry supports nearly 21.5 million U.S. jobs (that’s more 
than 14 percent of U.S. employment) and contributes more than $1 trillion to U.S. gross 
domestic product. 

• Conservation: The farm bill’s investment in ag research and conservation programs are 
critical to ensuring the productivity and sustainability in our farms and domestic food supply. 

• Risk Management: We all depend on the success of American agriculture so it’s important 
for America’s farmers and ranchers to be supported by strong farm programs as they face 
down weather disasters, high supply costs and inflationary pressures. Managing risk is critical 
to keep food on our tables. 

• Addressing Hunger: The farm bill includes nutrition programs intended to ensure the most 
vulnerable among us have access to healthy, affordable food. 

 
Taking Action  
 
Farm Bureau members have a golden opportunity to stress the importance of farm policy with 
their state and federal lawmakers, as well as the public. Many people are unaware of the benefits 
of the farm bill, and few are better-positioned than farmers and ranchers to provide a firsthand 
account. The question is, how do your community council members want to be involved in this 
process?  
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Many people say that agriculture policy trends in Washington are seen in five-year intervals, 

with passage of the Farm Bill. As a community council member, how many policy intervals 
have you witnessed in successive farm bills? What programs and initiatives do you remember? 
What programs do you identify as “great,” and what programs do you support not being 
repeated?  

2. Building upon the first question, what rural development, food security, conservation and risk 
management issues need to be incorporated into a farm bill that have not been considered 
before?  

3. In some ways, development of a farm bill provides opportunities for a variety of community 
stakeholder discussions. If given the opportunity, what community stakeholder groups could 
be invited to discuss the variety of consumer, environmental, economic and social 
development issues accommodated in Farm Bill provisions? How could your county Farm 
Bureau members be involved in these activities?   
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