Richland County Farm Bureau
2025 Adopted Policy

Local

We support wind and solar projects prioritizing the use of non-agricultural land or land with limited
agricultural value to minimize disruption of food, fuel and fiber production.

We support:
County or township zoning plans addressing the potential change of use of a parcel from agricultural to
non-agricultural when larger parcels are subdivided.
1. Lot split regulations should be extended for new parcels of 5-20 acres. Parcels from 5-20 acres
creating new building sites should conform to a 4:1 depth-to-width ratio.
2. Avoid flag lots where building lots have long driveways with little road usage.

3. Agricultural and recreational uses of the land should continue to be exempt from the regulations.

State

We support:

Providing information to ODOT, utility companies and lawncare companies of alternatives to herbicides
and mowing to provide forage for bees and to reduce the risk of poisoning to pollinators visiting flowers.
These alternatives include mowing before weeds bloom or using herbicides that have been found to be
less toxic to bees and planting low growing groundcovers in utility easements.

We support:
Any bottle of honey or honey product should have proof of registration of their apiaries and that the
honey or honey products are made from their apiaries.

We support:
Requiring "Ohio Proud" honey and honey products having proof of registration of all their apiaries
(bee yards) and that the honey or honey products are made from their apiaries or other Ohio apiaries.

We support:

Cooperation between county Farm Bureaus and their local Destination Marketing Organizations
(ie. Convention and Visitors Bureaus) to identify existing agritourism locations and encourage more
Farm Bureau members to pursue agritourism opportunities.

We support:

Policies, programs and educational efforts that encourage succession planning by farm families and

assist those farms with transitioning to the next generation.
1. Specifically the scheduling of more farm succession planning workshops utilizing Nationwide’s Land
As Your Legacy® transition plan and “Keeping Farmland in the Family” from The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.

We support:
County or township zoning plans addressing the potential change of use of a parcel from agricultural to
non-agricultural when larger parcels are subdivided.

1. Lot split regulations should be extended for new parcels of 5-20 acres. Parcels from 5-20 acres
creating new building sites should conform to a 4:1 depth-to-width ratio.

2. Avoid flag lots where building lots have long driveways with little road usage.
3. Agricultural and recreational uses of the land should continue to be exempt from the regulations.

Current Policy

We support: Promoting laws that do not exacerbate food insecurity and inequality.
Revised to state:

We support: Laws that promote food security and equality.
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